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When all the people and the tax collectors
heard this, they acknowledged God's justice,
having been baptized with the baptism of John.
30 But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected
God's purpose for themselves, not having been
baptized by John.
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Pharisees & their Phriends

» Last Sunday’s » But that passage
passage, Luke ended with the
7:18-30, was people in general
largely about & even the tax
John the Baptist. collectors ‘getting it’.

But the Pharisees & their Phriends did
not see a need to repent — to change

their minds. They thought that they
had already ‘arrived’, spiritually &
morally speaking.
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The cultural heroes

» There were among + The Sadducees

the Jews Essenes,
the ones who likely
hid the Dead Sea
scrolls in jars in
caves & were
reclusive.

were also in Israel,
but were fewer in
number & centered
around Jerusalem,
& mostly among
the priests.

But the Pharisees were more numerous,

& were also more ‘missionary’ about their

teachings & practices.
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The people looked up &

the Pharisees looked down

» The people of Israel + And the Pharisees
in general looked up  were fine with that
to the Pharisees as arrangement, since
the culture’s heroes.  they looked down.

The Pharisees had all 613 individual
statutes of the Law of Moses all worked
out to thousands more laws to make

sure that none of the 613 were broken.
They thanked God that they were men,
& not totally untrustworthy women.
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The Pharisees:
Messiah’s phavorite pholks

¢ The Pharisees
were so tickled

with themselves
that they were just
sure that when the
Messiah came to
Israel most certainly
the Pharisees would
be His phavorite
pholks.

« This is one reason

why Jesus was
rejected by the
Pharisees: He
didn’t come to

them speaking
favorably of them,
but He was often in
clashes with them
over their teachings.
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Jesus takes on the culture’s heroes!

» Jesus had to tell his + So He compares
disciples a message  the Pharisees to
that was contrary to children in the
the rest of the marketplace
culture. calling out!

These ‘children’ expect that the music
they play will generate the response
in other ‘children’ that they desire for
them to have. They want to dictate
the behavior & sentiment of others

& are disappointed when they don’t!
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You guys don’t respond like we want!

» John & Jesus * When we play
were not quite of a light & lilting
the same character, melody, you guys
& that’s to be don’t dance to it!
expected. + And when we sing

* But the Pharisees a sad & mournful
were not inclined to funeral dirge, you
like either one of guys don’t weep,
them. either!

How can we ever manipulate you?
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Eating no bread & drinking no wine

» John the Baptist » John would
lived off the land & not baptize the

his lifestyle was Pharisees because

simple — even they did not repent

ascetic. (change their minds).
» John did not eat » So because John

bread nor drink did not accept the

wine — products Pharisees & their

of agriculture & phriends, they said

processing. he had a demon!
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Jesus, on the other hand...

» Jesus lived simply,
and it does not
appear that He
lived off of the
land, but rather
did eat of the
agricultural
products &
processing.

And He was willing
to associate with
people whom the
Pharisees would
not call phriends:

Tax collectors
& prostitutes &
actual real live
sinners!
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"If any man has a stubborn and rebellious son
who will not obey his father or his mother, and
when they chastise him, he will not even listen
to them, 19 then his father and mother shall
seize him, and bring him out to the elders of his
city at the gateway of his hometown. 20 "They
shall say to the elders of his city, 'This son of
ours is stubborn and rebellious, he will not
obey us, he is a glutton and a drunkard.' 21 "
Then all the men of his city shall stone him to
death; so you shall remove the evil from your
midst, and all Israel will hear of it and fear.
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Guilty by association

* In New Testament « Now was Jesus
times, ‘tax collectors  actually a glutton
and sinners’ was an & a drunkard as the

expression among Pharisees claimed?
the Jews for those « He was not, in

who were morally fact, a glutton & a
the very worst: drunkard, but was
Matthew 9:10, 11; willing to associate
11:19; Mark 2:15, with tax collectors &
16; Luke 5:30; sinners for the sake

7:34;15:1. of ministry to them.
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Jesus said to them, "Truly | say to you that
the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into
the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John
came to you in the way of righteousness and
you did not believe him; but the tax collectors
and prostitutes did believe him; and you,
seeing this, did not even feel remorse
afterward so as to believe him."



[image: image14.png]Luke 7:35

Wisdom is vindicated
by all her children

* What is Jesus * Her children are
saying in this those who follow
verse? her.

* In the early * Wisdom is shown
chapters of to be the righteous
Proverbs, wisdom path for all of those
is pictured as a who follow the truth
woman to be & not the Pharisees

followed. harsh manipulations.
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This Pharisee was
going to prove Jesus wrong!

» Jesus spoke tothe + So this Pharisee

Pharisees directly actually invited

in what He said to Jesus to his home
them_, & this one for a meal with him.
Pharisee was » Now the sense of
apparently going privacy & private

to prove that Jesus property was not
was wrong about the same as in

him — or was he? our own culture.

Peering in & commenting were allowed.
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Reclining at table

* In addition to having + The one who was

people outside look invited might bring
in at doorways & guests with them,
sometimes even or allow others to
windows, it was be present.

also customaryto  « Byt one aspect of
recline on pillows this event was not
next to lower tables, going to be accept-
rather than using able for the host

chairs & tall tables. Pharisee.
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She was a sinner

* This woman * We are not told
entered the house what pattern or kind
of the Pharisee, as of sin this woman
was socially allow- was known for, but
ed, in general, but people love to
this woman was speculate!
known to the « This woman did
Pharisee to not come here to
be a sinner. continue in her sin.

John 12:1-8 is likely a different event.
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Tears & perfume

« This woman’s tears ¢ But this is more

& perfume wet than just a very
Jesus’ feet, & emotional moment
she was quite for her & a shocking
apparently very moment for the
deeply moved. Pharisee!

We will see next Sunday that this woman
who had been known to be a sinner, will

have her sins forgiven her & she will
be saved by faith!
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Bias against women

¢ The Jewish culture ¢ Prostitutes were

had become very looked down upon
biased against more than the men
women by this who went to them.
time: « It was acceptable
* \WWomen could to bring a woman
not be witnesses. caught in adultery
« Men thanked God for punishment,
daily they were not but not the man

born as a woman. (John 8).
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Unique sensitivity toward women

¢ Both Dr. Luke &

Jesus displayed a
unique sensitivity
toward woman &
Jesus did not treat
them, nor did Dr.
Luke write about
women as if they
were of any lesser
standing.

« We've seen this

before in Dr. Luke’s
account, & we will
see that again as
we continue to
investigate Jesus
through the Gospel
of Luke in the
weeks & months
ahead.
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How did Dr. Luke find out
what this Pharisee was thinking?

* Dr. Luke was not
likely an eyewitness
to this event, so
how did he know
what the Pharisee
was thinking?

* Dr. Luke did not
say, but Jesus
would know the
man’s thoughts.

This man has
concluded that
Jesus was not a
prophet. Why?

Because he
expected Jesus

to live out his own
morals & ethics as
a Pharisee - to live
by their rules.
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Who's principles govern?

* Do we listen * Or do we demand
carefully to what that God do things
God says & seek our way & accord-
to learn what God ing to our own
is doing? expectations?

This Pharisee doesn’t know who he is
having a meal with & having to deal with!
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