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Luke chapter
8 is packed!

» Luke chapter 8 is
packed with some
great content:

* It starts with a
general statement
of what Jesus was
doing & who was
with Him & who
was supporting
Him.

* And... ithas a
pair of parables!

* Miracles are
performed,
including a
healing, & a
resurrection,
& a calming
of a storm
on Galilee.

* And...Jesus’ mother
& brothers come,
but they just cant
get past the crowds.
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A summary of this passage

This passage

has four parts:

1) What Jesus was
doing, & who was
with Him & who
supported Him.

2) The parable
of the sower &
the four soils.

3) The disciples ask
why Jesus speaks
in parables & Jesus
explains why.

4) Jesus explains
the parable of the
sower so that the
disciples can all
understand.



[image: image3.png]Luke 8:1abc

Cities & villages

* Dr. Luke does not
tell us which cities
& villages, nor the
region, but the
last geographical
reference was in
Capernaum & the
next one will be
crossing the sea
of Galilee.

Likely something
like 80% of the
ministry of Christ
was around the
Sea of Galilee.

And from Luke
4:43 & this verse it
appears that Jesus
returned to the
same places.
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Proclaiming & preaching
the gospel of the kingdom

* The gospel of the * |If the people of

kingdom is not the Israel had received
same as the gospel the gospel of the
of substitution. kingdom, the age of

¢ In the gospe| of the the Messiah would
kingdom, the future have followed soon.
kingdom of Godwas <+ The gospel of sub-
presented, with stitution is that Christ
Jesus as the died for your sins,
Messiah. was buried & rose.
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The twelve
* ‘The twelve' is a * These were with
term used a few Jesus, so as to
dozen times in the be qualified to be
four gospels, Acts among the apostles
& 1 Corinthians to after Christ ascend-

refertothe disciples. ed (Acts 1:21, 22).

Judas betrayed Christ, & took his own life,
but so that another might replace him, Matthias

was selected & chosen by lot. The twelve,
then were to testify to the resurrection.
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Women who had been healed

» These woman had
been healed of evil
spirits (aka demons
or unclean spirits).

¢ There were three
remarkable things
about the women
being included &
noted & named in
these verses:

1) The woman were
healed of diseases
& evil spirits.

2) Women were
among Jesus’
followers & were
being taught by Him.
3) These women
were witnesses to
His resurrection.
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Mary Magdalene

* Mary was from * Dr. Luke wrote
the city of Magdala that Mary Magdalene
(meaning ‘tower’), had been delivered
in the region of from possession by
Dalmanutha. seven demons.

The remarkable fact is that God
chose Mary Magdalene, a woman,

to be the very first direct witness to
Christ’s resurrection (Mark 16:9).
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Joanna
¢ Joanna, Dr. Luke * Chuza was a high
tells us, is the wife level official in the
of Chuza, & she is service of Herod
only mentioned in Antipas, ruler over
the Gospel of Luke. Galilee & Perea.

Joanna is only mentioned one
more time, & that is in Luke 24:10,

where she is among the first
witnesses of the empty tomb.
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Susanna, & many others

» This is the * Mary & Martha
only mention of of Bethany, for
Susanna in the instance, were
New Testament, women whom
but we are given Jesus taught, &

the names of some were witnesses
of the other women of the resurrection
elsewhere in the of their brother,
four gospels. Lazarus (John 11).

About 1in 5 women in Israel was named ‘Mary’.
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Crowd
» Crowd or crowds » Except for the
were significant in crowd that shouted,
Dr. Luke’s gospel, ‘Crucify Him!”, the
all the way to the crowds are neutral
end (Luke 23:48). to positive in nature.

Dr. Luke’s good friend, the apostle Paul,
wrote that after Jesus’ resurrection

He appeared to a crowd of more
than 500 at one time.
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Journeys

» Between verse 1 &
verse 4 we find that
Jesus journeyed to
various places to
preach & proclaim
& toteach & to
perform miracles,
but people also
journeyed from afar
to see & hear Him.

< Jesus’ miracles

included delivering
people from demons,
healing people from
diseases, injuries
medical conditions
& birth defects, &
even resurrections.

The miracles &
unique teaching
brought people
from all over to
see & hearJesus,
& for a miracle.
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Parables
» Jesus’ parables * Matthew & Mark
were handled make the most of
differently by the them, & Dr. Luke

four gospel authors. wrote fewer of them.

Jesus spoke in parables (literally,
‘a comparison beside’) to help bring
understanding to someone who did not

understand, or to convey a truth to those
who would hear it & conceal it from those
who would not hear it & undeerstand.
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Jesus is going to explain this parable

< Since we will see « The sower is not
that Jesus explains the focus, noris the

this parable to His seed, but rather the
disciples privately, failure or successful
we will wait to reception of the four
explain the parable different kinds of
until verses 11-15. soils.

Jesus called out, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.” Of course, anyone
there with working ears would physically
hear what Jesus said. He explains later.
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If you don’t understand quickly...

» Don’t feel too badly -+ But Jesus’ private

if you don’t quickly explanation for the
grasp the meaning parable gives us
of the parable — a way to better
Jesus’ disciples understand other
didn’t understand, parables that are
either. not explained.

But first Jesus tells them why He is
speaking in parables. Itis so that His
disciples will understand but others won't.
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Mysteries

* In our culture .
a mystery is
something that
is mysterious,
that is, it is
hard for us to
understand, & .
may remain
that way on
into the future.

But the word that is
translated ‘mystery’
in the Bible means
a truth not previous-
ly revealed but now
revealed.

That truth was only
a mystery (as we
use the word) in
the past.
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To know

» Does Godwantus + What Jesus says
to know what the here tells us that
Bible means with He intended His
certainty? disciples to know

« Is it arrogant to the meaning of the
claim to know parables, even if
exactly what others didn’t.
the Bible means * But Jesus did not
in each verse & train His disciples

passage? to be arrogant.
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The seed

» Jesus does not » But the seed is
explain who the the word of God.
sower represents, « And the word
because that is of God contains
not the point of everything from the
this parable, even gospel by which a
though spreading person is saved to
the gospel by which  the words by which
one is saved is we can grow spirit-

very important. ually (1 Peter 2:2).
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Those beside
the road

» The word has been
heard by those of
this soil type.

» But they never
believe, so they
are never saved.

« Jesus does not
fault the sower for
letting the seed fall
on this soil.

¢ But He does fault
the devil for taking
away the word from
the heart of the one
who never comes to
believe.

« What is the take-
home on this ‘soil’?

* \We can expect
some to turn away
from the gospel or
possibly even be
aggressively
resisting it.
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Rocky sail

* |Israel is really, * Where the soil is
really rocky! And shallow over the
the bedrock there is bedrock, & there
often limestone, or, may even be rocks
starting in the north visible in the soil,
end of the Sea of the roots can'’t
Galilee, basalt. grow very deep.

Some of Jesus’ hearers believed on Him
in a superficial way (John 8:31), yet
were still unsaved (John 8:44).
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Bring no fruit
to maturity

» Thorns are typically
seen as bad, but
notice that it is
worldly or fleshly
things that can be
negative or positive
that keep these
from bringing fruit
to maturity.

e Thorns & other

aggressive plants
can take up all of the
resources that a plant
needs to grow & to
produce fruit or

other crops.

The same with a
worldly & fleshly
focus in the
Christian’s life —
those things can

limit a believer’s
fruitfulness’ & growth.
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True belief unto salvation
cannot be lost or undone

In John 10:28 & 29 (expanded and explained)

Jesus is saying that eternal life is something He gives
constantly to His sheep, and that there is not even the slightest
possibility that they can lose that eternal life so as to perish in
hell, even of their own doing, and no other outside entity can
remove those sheep, those to whom He constantly gives life,
from His hand. The saving work of Christ is therefore
continually giving us eternal life that cannot be lost of our own
doing, nor by that of another. Verse 29 even takes that one
step further, with Christ saying that His sheep were given to

Him by the Father, and they cannot be taken out of the
Father's hand either.
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Receptive, holding fast & persevering

* It is those who
are receptive,
holding fast, &
persevering in the
truth of the gospel
who will bring fruit
to maturity &
be spiritually
productive.

» That is done by

ongoing belief in
Christ’s sufficiency
& adequacy for life
here on earth &

on into eternity.

Ultimately fruitful-
ness is God'’s job,
& not our own.
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Jesus said these things because...

» Jesus experienced + Though the soils
arange of receptive- could not decide
ness in His ministry to be a different
& we should expect soil, we can decide
the same & not be our receptiveness &
discouraged. perseverance &focus.

The three enemies of the believer
(the world, the flesh & the devil) are
represented in the 1st & 3rd soils,
along with shallowness in the 2nd soil.
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