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Debated, but...

» The precise location + Matthew, Mark &

of the tombs & Luke all have this
where this took account immediate-
place is debated, ly following Jesus’
but the most likely calming of the storm,
site that fits the though each gospel
geography is the provides different
east side of Galilee details about the
across from demon-possessed

Magdala. man.
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Angels & demons |

» Angels were first * Angels were given
created either early the freedom to
in the creation choose for or
described in against the Lord
Genesis chapter at one early point
1 or more likely in time, & about 1/3
before the creation of the angels chose
of this physical against the Lord

world (Job 38:1-7). (Revelation 12:3-4).

The Lake of Fire was prepared for Satan & the
other fallen angels at that time (Matthew 25:41).
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Angels & demons Il

» The angels who » Angels are basically
serve the Lord are genderless, though
often called ‘angels they appear always
of heaven’, ‘angels as masculine.
in heaven’ or similar « Some of the fallen
terms (Matthew angels embodied
18:10; 22:30; themselves as men
24:36). before the flood.

The spirits of these are bound in the abyss
(aka tartarus; Luke 8:31, 2 Peter 2:24).
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Angels & demons

» Satan is the god « Demons, that is,
of this world, the fallen angels who
prince of the power are not bound in
of the air & he has the abyss, roam the
access to heaven, earth & are behind
for now. demon possession.

The demons are also behind the pagan idols
(Deuteronomy 32:17; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22).
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Angels & demons IV

« Satan will also be « Both the demons

bound in the abyss roaming the earth
for 1000 years & the ones in the
(Revelation 20:1-3). abyss will go to

« Butin the end the Lake of Fire.
Satan & his angels  + It is not clear that
will be in the Lake we will judge these
of Fire, forever. fallen angels.

Satan will not be in charge of the Lake of Fire,
but Christ will be (Revelation 14:9,10).
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Demon
possession

» Demon possession
was apparently
fairly common in
New Testament
times, & others tried
to cast out demons,
sometimes with
some success, &
sometimes to their
peril (Luke 9:1, 49).

» Demon possession

often meant that the
person did not have
control of his or her
actions & words, was
often lacking clothing,
& breaking attempt-
ed restraints, &
harming his or

her body.

Often they lived
among the dead
rather than among
the living.
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Recognition & authority

e« The demons inthis + The demons know

man immediately that their time is
recognized Jesus limited & that their
& His authority ultimate fate is the
over them. Lake of Fire.

The disciples asked, "Who, then is this?”, but
the demons knew exactly who Christ was & they
dreaded the abyss, & Christ’s authority in the
near term, & they dreaded the Lake of Fire.
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Unclean spirit, demon

» Trying to shackle * As we saw before,
the man had not this man would live
worked, as he in the tombs rather
broke loose of like a wild animal, &
the shackles, & even be driven out
trying to have into the desert, &
someone stand live without clothing
guard over him & not in a house &
hadn’t worked not in the cities

either. & towns.
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What is your name?

* These demons talk + They dread going

in groupspeak! into the abyss

« Though they are because there they
many in number (a will have no ||berty
legion of Roman to possess people
soldiers has about or animals or an
6000 men) the idol or to have any
demons speak earthly interaction
as one, & they at all - they implored

groupthink, too! Jesus: no abyss!
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Go into the swine

» Jesus had * But that's not how
commanded that it turned out, is it.
the demons leave e The pigs7 on entry
the man, the of the demons, rush-
demons asked ed into the Sea of
permission to go Galilee & drowned
into the swine. themselves.

* The demons likely  + Mark says there

thought they would were 2,000 of them!
possess the swine.
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Two problems solved & one created

< As of this event, the
man who had been
demon possessed
was now free of the
demons.

« And the swine
which were
forbidden by the
Law of Moses
were all dead.

But 2,000 dead pigs
floating on the east
shore of the Sea of
Galilee was now a
really big problem!

Let them rot?

Prepare as many
as possible to sell?

How to get the
carcasses out?
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Not rejoicing,
but frightened

« One would think

that the people

in the city & all the
surrounding region
would be glad that
this man was finally
free of the demons,
after all of their own
efforts to control
him had failed.

But instead of
rejoicing that this
man had finally
been freed, these
people were
frightened!

How could this
disaster happen?

What were they
going to do with
2,000 carcasses”?

How would they
replace the swine?
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They ran to tell about the man...

& the pigs

* The picture shows  + So these men
that two men had would be able to
been managing spread the news
2,000 pigs - not about what had
very likely. happened far

+ More than likely more quickly than
there had been just two men.
somewhere around ¢ And that would
20 men managing bring a lot of people

2,000 pigs. to the scene fast!
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Great fear

» That one or two
pigs would run into
the Sea of Galilee
would be far easier
to handle, but for
2,000 of them to be
suddenly drowned
was so stunning
that these people
were very afraid!

What other horribly
inconvenient &
costly event might
Jesus bring about
quite unexpectedly?

Even if we are all
up for days working
to handle this pork
we cannot catch up
with 2,000 of them!
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Proclaiming

» Though the formerly + So the man did go
demon possessed back to proclaim to
man wanted to others what Jesus
come along with had done for Him.
Jesus, He instead « And the man had
told the man to go quite a story to tell,
& tell others what didn’t he?
God had done for

* What an intense
bad news / good
news day that was!

Him that day.
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) * “And you were dead
We live among in your trespasses
dead people, too and sins, 2 in which
you formerly walked
* As we go aboutour  according to the
lives we live among  course of this world,

people who are according to the
spiritually dead. prince of the power
» They go about of the air, of the
their lives as if spirit that is now
they were living, working in the sons
but in fact they are of disobedience.”

walking ‘dead ones’:  Ephesians 2:1-2
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Perhaps not everyone...

* |t is even possible » Being saved may

that not everyone disappoint some
is happy with what people & may

God has done in puzzle others or
your life! make them mad.

There are quite a few Christians who don’t get
grace. So it may be Christians who are upset
that you don’t go for their list of favorite laws!
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God has radically changed us, too!

* This man had » We, too, have been
become d;?on spiritually changed.
possessed by a . . )
large number of We are in Christ &
demons, & Jesus Chrl_st is in us_;_we
cast out the demons ~ are in the Spirit &
so that this man the Spirit is in us.

was saved & could < \We have a new

testify about spiritual history that
what God had will last forever!

done in his life.
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