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Two sharply contrasting events

» This passage » 2) Jesus asks His
presents two very disciples who the
sharply contrasting people say that He
events: is, then who the

« 1) The feeding of disciples say that

the 5000 men, plus He is, ending with
others, somewhere telling them that He

around the sea of must be rejected,
Galilee. killed & rise again.



[image: image2.png]Luke 9:12-17; Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:31-44; John 6:1-13

Feeding of the 5,000 men, plus...

» The first part of » This is the only
this account is miracle that Jesus
the feeding of the performed that is
5,000 men, plus the recorded in all four
women & children of the gospels, but
who were with each one with some
them. different details.

Though the location of the feeding of
the 5,000 is debated, the most likely
place is just north of the Sea of Galilee.
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What the disciples said

» What the disciples  + But for Jesus to
said to Jesus was get away from the
very reasonable. crowds was not

« If the crowd that always simple, &
had gathered were besides, Jesus had
sent into the cities in mind to teach
& villages nearby His disciples some
they could find lessons that day
food & lodging. that they would

never forget.
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“You give them something to eat”

e Jesus didn't ask, » The disciples,
“Could you give having already
them something assessed their
to eat?” or “How resources, said
about if you give that they had five
them something loaves & two fishes.
to eat?” « John 6:9 tells

* He commanded us that a boy had
them to give the offered the loaves

people food. & fishes.
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Buy food for all these people

» The disciples were
working through
the logistics in their
minds, & in order
for them to give all
these people food,
they would have to
go out & buy food
for them & bring it
back.

Five loaves & two
fishes was just not
going to be enough
to give everyone
present just a little
crumb of food for
each one.

The disciples would
need to spend 200
denarii (Mark 6:37).
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What were they thinking?

* Now one must * We might have
admit that the been inclined to
disciples were think along the
thinking reason- same lines if
able thoughts. we were there.

But Jesus was going to reveal His
power & deity to the disciples, along with
teaching them some other principles.
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Now a man came from Baal-shalishah, and
brought the man of God [Elisha] bread of the
first fruits, twenty loaves of barley and fresh
ears of grain in his sack. And he [Elisha] said,
"Give them to the people that they may eat." 43
His attendant said, "What, will | set this before
a hundred men?" But he said, "Give them to
the people that they may eat, for thus says the
Lord, 'They shall eat and have some left over.™
44 So he set it before them, and they ate and
had some left over, according to the word of
the Lord.
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Have them sit down to eat

» Jesus didn’t just » Jesus explicitly
have the disciples told the disciples to
instruct the crowd to  have them sit down
sit down in groups in groups of about
of about fifty for fifty people in order
something to do. for them to eat.

We could have a great time wondering
about what the disciples were thinking

at this point in time. They had learned
that Jesus was an unusual kind of rabbi.
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5,000 men, plus women & children

« If 5,000 men were » 10,000 people
gathered there, plus  would mean about

women & children, 200 groups of about
there could easily 50 people each.
have been 10,000 .« Each disciple would
people present, & have more than 800
possibly more. people to serve.

We are not told that Jesus conveyed to
the disciples how He was going to
feed the huge crowd of people.
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Don’t do this at home ©

* It's a good idea to » But Jesus was

pray before meals doing something
at home & also different at this meal
elsewhere. that we should not

« And the disciples expect that God will
had heard Jesus do all the time for all

bless & give thanks ~ of us. ©
for the meal many » But look at what
times before. happened afterward.



[image: image16.png]Luke 9:16

Three forms of fish

* In New Testament « It was this last form

times fish was - dried & possibly
served fresh & salted — that was
cooked, or made made available
into a paste & that day, which
fermented or would explain

it was dried & why the fish
sometimes was broken

also salted. into pieces.
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Kept giving them to the disciples

» The reproduction * And five loaves of
of the food - the barley bread & two
fish & the loaves dried fish (likely
- was happening tilapia) were made
in Jesus’ hands. into enough food

« All twelve of the for the thousands
disciples were of people to all be
coming back to fed, as the disciples
Jesus & receiving went back & forth,

more bread & fish. bringing more food.
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Thousands of satisfied customers

» After the thousands + As a matter of fact
of people had eaten there were still 12

all they wanted, baskets left over —
there was still one for each of
more left over. the disciples.

This event must have really stayed in the
disciples’ minds, since all four of the
gospels tell about this one miracle.
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We have it from John

* In John 6:15 it says, + Jesus wanted the

“So Jesus, perceiv- Jews to accept Him
ing that they were as the Messiah, but
intending to come God would make
and take Him by Jesus to be the
force to make Him king of Israel —
king, withdrew not the king of
again to the Galilee by depos-
mountain by ing Herod Antipas

Himself alone.” as king by force.
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The disciples thought

» The disciples
thought the issue
was food & it was
all about how to get
the people to the
food, & then how
to get the food to
the people, but
those were not
the real issues.

The real issue
was not food.

The real issue is
always to draw our
focus upon Christ
& Who He is.

When we put our
focus on Him all
other issues are
settled & secondary.
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Our insufficiency is God’s opportunity

» What would have + |t was only the

happened if the realization that the
disciples had all food resources were
the food that was totally inadequate
needed to feed all that opened the
those people, or door to God’s

could get all the opportunity

food that was through

needed easily Christ

on their own? that day.
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Who do the people say | am?

» The feeding of the ~ +» Now that Jesus
5,000 was motivated is alone with His
by Christ’'s compa- disciples the
ssion for the people,  spiritual lessons are

but the spiritual all for the disciples,
lessons were all & we’ll soon see
directed to the that learning will
disciples. take a long time.

‘The people’in the Old Testament on into
the New Testament means the Israelites.
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The people say

< It will be instructive ¢ And it will be

to know what the insightful to

people are getting gain the disciples’
from all the ministry impressions of what
time that Jesus & the people are

His disciples have saying about Jesus
been pouring into & to see how that
them, mostly differs from the
around the Sea disciples’ current

of Galilee. understanding.
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So that’s what the people think

» "John the Baptist, * These words are
and others say very similar to what
Elijah; but others, Herod Antipas was
that one of the thinking & hearing
prophets of old about Jesus in
has risen again.". Luke 9:7-9.

But while the people saw Jesus as
someone spiritually significant out of the
recent to distant past, there was a move

to make Him king by force — not good.
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Who do you say that | am?

+ It was Peter who » This was very
responded with, critical that the
“You are the disciples got this
Christ of God”. right, & at least to

« Christ means this point, Peter got
‘Anointed One’, it right:
just as does ‘the » Jesus was the long-
Messiah’, from the promised Messiah,

Hebrew. the Anointed One.
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Add this to ‘who | am’

» Jesus is indeed
the Messiah, the
Anointed One, &
Peter did get this
part right, but the
disciples also
needed to come to
know that Jesus
was their Savior,
too.

« |t would mean that

they would event-
ually come to
understand that
Jesus would be
rejected by the
Jewish leadership
& killed — dying for
all sins, but would
rise again.
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The most important question

- Before we cameto ¢ Even after we

faith in Christ, the believe & are

most important saved, from one
question was, moment to the next,
“Who do you say the most important
that Christ is? issue in our lives is
It’'s a question our answer to the
that a person question by Christ,
must have the “Who do you say

right answer to. that | am?”
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