[image: image1.png]There are disciples,
then there are disciples, & then none

¢ Under Judaism, « In the church, all
there was a set of the believers were
traditions regarding called disciples from
rabbis & disciples, &  chapter 6 to chapter
the focal point was 21 of the book of
the Law of Moses. Acts, but no rabbis.

After Acts, however, the word ‘disciple’
or ‘disciples’is not found even once inthe
rest of the New Testament. But we see
the verb form of ‘disciple’ many times.
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But a Pharisee named Gamaliel,
a teacher of the Law, respected
by all the people, stood up in the
Council and gave orders to put
the men outside for a short time...

Acts 22:3

"| am a Jew, born in Tarsus of
Cilicia, but brought up in this city,
educated under Gamaliel, strictly
according to the law of our
fathers, being zealous for God
just as you all are today.
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Church disciples

» Jewish disciples « In the church, which
were challenged to consists of all who
total commitment, & believe, both Jew
it was possible to be & Gentile, all are
an observant Jew called disciples,
without being either & the apostles
a rabbi or a disciple, came to discover
& the focal point of & to teach that the
discipline was the church disciples are
Law of Moses. not under law at all!
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Discipling
* The Greek word for + That word is used
discipling is most for learning among
often translated as & by church saints,

‘learn’ (or its various  without reference to
forms), & is used in a rabbi, or the law,
a Jewish context in or any principle of
the gospels for the law, & the learning
learning between a may be from one
rabbi & his disciples. or more people.

But ultimately the believer is a disciple of Christ.
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Jewish figures of speech

» Another critical » As with any figure
point in properly of speech in any
understanding language or culture,
Jesus’ words if not understood
about discipling is properly, the figure
that Jesus used of speech will bring
Jewish figures a person to the
of speech. wrong conclusion.

Jewish figures of speech were especially
common between a rabbi & his disciples.




[image: image6.png]Don’t take it personally

e ...Because Jesus’ « So we must look

words about being carefully at Jesus’

a disciple are in words about being
a Jewish, Mosaic a disciple, consider-
Law-based system ing carefully what

in Israel, while we in applies to us, &
the body of Christ what does not
are not ethnic, apply tousin
with grace as the the church, the
reigning principle. body of Christ.



[image: image7.png]Is this just rabbispeak
or a special message from Jesus?

* \When we read * And Jesus did &
Jesus’ invitations said many things
& challenges to His that were different
disciples, we must from other rabbis.
seewhatislikewhat .« ywhy? Because
other rabbis would while Jesus was a
say, & discernwhat  rappi He was also
is different from the true King of
what other rabbis Israel, the Savior

would say. & Messiah, & deity.



[image: image8.png]Jesus taught Law! Differently!

» Jesus taught His * We see that Jesus
Jewish disciples the repeatedly healed
Law of Moses true on the Sabbath, &
& straight, but that He told a man to
did not include all pick up His bed &
the traditions that walk on the Sabbath,
the other rabbis & did not instruct
had added to the His disciples in all
Law of Moses. the man-made rules.

Jesus also spoke against ‘loopholes in the Law.’
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Hate his father & mother? What?

» Wait! | thought * |s a disciple really
that the fifth of the to hate his father,
ten commandments & mother, wife &

says, “Honor your children, brothers

father and your & sisters?

mother”. « Love for Jesus is to
* |t does say that in be so great that the

the fifth command- love for the dearest

ment, in Exodus family is, compara-

20:12. tively speaking, hate.
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"l have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me."

- | was crucified on His cross!

- Living each day means more
than just ‘following Jesus’ by
my most dedicated self effort!
- It is Christ living His life in &
through me that God intends!



[image: image12.png]Luke 14:27

My cross or Christ’'s cross?

+ If | am daily carrying + But Christ’s cross

my cross, then it’s was no figure of
my own accomplish- speech — it was a
ment, & | have to real cross, on which
keep on doing it. He made all of the
« In truth this carrying ~ accomplishments in
ones Cross da||y the Splrltual realm.
was just a figure * My call is to believe
of speech for in Him & His cross

‘diligence’. accomplishments.
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Calculating the cost of a tower
& the assessment of a king

* In the first example, < In the second

Jesus spoke about example, a king
calculating the cost assesses his troops
of a tower to see if versus his military
there are enough opponents’ troops
funds to finish it. before the battle.

One point these examples make is
that Jesus favors careful assessment &

thought to know the will of God, rather
than feelings, mystical signals, etc.
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Give up all his own possessions?

» So did the twelve » Jesus’ point is not
disciples give away that His disciples
or otherwise get rid must get rid of
of everything they everything, but the
owned? No. things can’t be first.

Things & possessions can't get in the
way of being a disciple. So the boats
that some of the disciples owned were
not sold off or given away, but instead
were often used for ministry purposes.
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Disciples in Acts

¢ The church, the » The word disciples
body of Christ, first began to be
began on the day used of church
of Pentecost, as saints in Acts 6:1,
recorded in Acts & it is used very
chapter 2. differently in Acts.

In Acts 9:1 we read the term, “...the
disciples of the Lord...”. In Acts 11:26
we read additionally, “...the disciples
were first called Christians in Antioch...”
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Acts 14:19-22
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But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and
having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul
and dragged him out of the city, supposing him
to be dead. 20 But while the disciples stood
around him, he got up and entered the city. The
next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.
21 After they had preached the gospel to that
city and had made many disciples, they
returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to
Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the
disciples, encouraging them to continue in the
faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations
we must enter the kingdom of God."
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Brand new believers
immediately called disciples

* In verse 20 the * In verse 21 those
ones who had just had just believed
become believers the gospel were
were called immediately called
‘disciples’. ‘disciples’.

There is no challenge put to these ‘baby’
believers in order for them to be ‘disciples’.
All they did was believe that Christ died
for their sins, was buried, & rose again,
& immediately they are called ‘disciples’.
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Encouraging them
to continue in the faith

* While Jesus said * “Through many

that nobody could tribulations we must
be His disciple enter the Kingdom
unless they of God.”

continued with + So does this mean
Him all the way, that we have to go
these disciples in through many trials
Acts are encouraged o prove that we

to continue in should be saved?

‘the faith’.



[image: image21.png]“The faith” in the New Testament
as a specific set of teachings

*Acts 6:7; 13:8; e Colossians 1:23; 2:7
14:22; 16:5 + 1 Timothy 1:2; 3:9;

1 Corinthians 16:13 4:1,6; 5:8; 6:10,21

« 2 Corinthians 13:5 » 2 Timothy 3:8; 4.7

» Galatians 1:23; 6:10 « Titus 1:13

* Ephesians 4:5,13 e Jude 3 “m

* Philippians 1:27 * Revelation 2:13

(Not an exhaustive list)
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Why are there no ‘disciples’ after Acts?

* The Bible does * But there is an
not say why the important pattern
words ‘disciple’ in the verb form of
or ‘disciples’ does disciple in the New
not occur after Acts. Testament:

» Nor does it say » Learning in the New
why the verb form Testament is in the
occurs from the active voice — we
gospels into the are to learn actively

letters. & not passively.



[image: image24.png]Philippians 4:9
The things you have learned+ and received+

and heard+ and seen+ in me, practice these
things, and the God of peace will be with you.

These verbs are all in the active voice. Being
Christ’s disciple is an active process, rather
than a passive one. And no matter who or
how many are your teachers & shepherds in

the body of Christ, we are all ultimately to be
Christ’s disciples, & growing in the grace &
knowledge of Him, by means of His word

(1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18).
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