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It's come to this!

» As we begin this
passage, Dr. Luke
is going to be
focusing less on
geographical detail
& chronology with a
couple exceptions:

+ Shifting from going
about Galilee to
going to Jerusalem.

Looking more
towards the time
of the ‘triumphal
entry’, Christ’s
crucifixion, burial,
resurrection &
ascension.

Dr. Luke will also
present some
unique material.
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» Two weeks agowe + \We also observed
observed that the that saints in Acts
word for disciples is were also called
used in the gospels disciples right after
in the land of Israel, they were saved,
with many traditions but no law or rabbis.
about rabbis & their .+ After that the word
disciples, centered ‘disciple’ is never
on the Law of used again, but
Moses. the verb form is!
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But a Pharisee named Gamaliel,
a teacher of the Law, respected
by all the people, stood up in the
Council and gave orders to put
the men outside for a short time. ..}

Acts 22:3

"| am a Jew, born in Tarsus of 7
Cilicia, but brought up in this city, \
educated under Gamaliel, strictly \
according to the law of our
fathers, being zealous for God
just as you all are today.
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Inviting, challenging, &
‘weeding out’ disciples

» Jesus had already
chosen the twelve
disciples, & He did
have others, too.

As other rabbis did
with their disciples,
Jesus continued to
invite some to be
His disciples.

» Along with those

invitations, He
would challenge
His disciples, too,

& set the bar high.
And in some cases
‘disciple candidates’
would be ‘turned
away’.
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An argument started among them as to which
of them might be the greatest.

And then, right before Jesus went to the
Garden of Gethsemane:

Luke 22:24

And there arose also a dispute among them
as to which one of them was regarded to be
greatest.
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The disciples don’t get it!

* Which of them was + All the way up
the greatest? to minutes before

« What!? Striving for ~ Jesus took them
who is the greatest ~ to the garden of

really means that Gethsemane, the
these guys don’t dlSCIp'eS still had
‘get i’ at alll not made any

* To see Luke 22:24 fhr.Og.ress °r]1
means that they still (!> 135U° O
didn’t understand... greatness'!
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Therefore, | exhort the elders among you, as
your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that
is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God
among you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with
eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those
allotted to your charge, but proving to be
examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the
unfading crown of glory.
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A cultural insight

* In the Jewish * The Greco-Roman
culture of the day, culture even looked
a child was ranked upon humility as a
very low, which was character defect &
the case with the serving others was
Greco-Roman something rather
culture as well. to be avoided.

Status & rank were important factors
in the culture of the day, but humility &
lovingly serving one another were not.
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Beware looking to the culture
for values, morals, ethics or identity

» Again & again, as * In our own
we examine the Old culture, which

& New Testaments, is increasingly &
looking to the pagan  rapidly casting

& even the corrupt off any regard
Jewish culture to for its significant
establish values, Christian heritage,
morals, ethics or Christians are well-
identity is a really advised to measure

serious problem! things by the word.
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Casting out demons in Your name

* What'’s really
interesting about
this account is that
it appears that the
one who was cast-
ing out demons in
Jesus’ name was
actually doing
just that!

» And the disciples
reported that they
tried to prevent him
from doing so, but
the implication is
that they were not
successful — they
could not stop him
from doing it!
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But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who
went from place to place, attempted to name
over those who had the evil spirits the name of
the Lord Jesus, saying, "l adjure you by Jesus
whom Paul preaches." 14 Seven sons of one
Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this.
15 And the evil spirit answered and said to
them, "l recognize Jesus, and | know about
Paul, but who are you?" 16 And the man, in
whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and
subdued all of them and overpowered them,
so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded.
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Sometimes we can
overstep our bounds

* |t is important for » Believers have a
Christians to care- place to take on the
fully assess what responsibilities that
we have valid are biblically theirs
responsibility to the full.
to manage & + But to take on
control & where responsibilities that
we can have a are not ours, based
good influence, on God'’s word, is a

or not. real problem.
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Do not hinder him!

< Jesus said, “You « Believers must
must not hinder carefully evaluate
him!” where they ought to

+ If the man was direct, encourage,
actually casting out ~ discourage, prevent,
demons in Jesus’ influence one way
name, then even if or the other, & also
he did not run with when & where they
Jesus & His twelve ought not to step

disciples, it's OK. into that role at all.
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His ascension

¢ Dr. Luke’s mention + While Christ’s

at this point, of death, burial &
Christ’s ascension, resurrection are
is very interesting. exceedingly im-

« Dr. Luke will end portant & absolutely
this book & will start ~ essential, Christ’s
the book of Acts ascension was
with the ascension. pivotal for what

was to come next.

| “...itis to your advantage that | go away...”|
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He was determined
to go to Jerusalem

e There in Jerusalem < Then, Christ was

Christ was to be to die, according to
arrested & be the plan of God &
interrogated by the according to the
leaders of the Jews, plan of the Jews
according to the from Caiaphas.

plan of God & « But Christ was to be
according to the raised & ascended
plan of the Jews, only according to

from Caiaphas. the plan of God.
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Jesus sent messengers ahead

» Jesus had sent » The trip from
messengers ahead Galilee on into
of the Himself & the Jerusalem was

rest of the group to about three days
make arrangements  through Samaria,
for all of them to but about four or
stay in a particular five days going

Samaritan village down the Jordan

with food & lodging. River Valley.
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They did not receive Him

» Though the trip * The Jews despised
was shorter going the Samaritans, &
through Samaria, the Samaritans felt
there were also the same way about
some hazards. the Jews.

But this verse is not about rejecting Jesus

as the Messiah, but about rejecting Him
& His disciples because they were Jews.
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He was travelling toward Jerusalem

« The issue of where + Because this was

Jews worshipped no minor issue

& then where the between them,
Samaritans the fact that Jesus
worshipped was was travelling

an issue that the toward Jerusalem
Samaritan woman was enough for
brought up at the Samaritans
Jacob’s well to refuse hospitality

(John 4:20). to them all.
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Fire to come down from heaven?

* Fire had come * Some had even
down out of heaven said that Jesus was
in judgment for two Elijah come back,
groups of 50 men and James & John
as requested by had recently seen
Elijah, as recorded Elijah with Jesus

in 2Kings 1:10, 12.  (John 9:19, 30).

But because this was not a threat aimed
at Jesus & the disciples, & it was not
rejecting Jesus as the Messiah...
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He rebuked them

e James & John had

mischaracterized
the problem, &
they had also
misjudged the
issue of safety
that motivated
Elijah to ask that
two groups of fifty

be consumed by fire.

» Rather than taking

the lives of those

in the Samaritan
village in retaliation,
all that Jesus & His
disciples had to do
was to try another
village, & see if
they would be
received there.
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| will follow you wherever

* The intentions of * Notice that this man
the man seemed is making a promise
genuine enough — but can he keep
on the surface. his promise?

Jesus, however, is able to see into the
hearts of men (& women!), & what He

says in response to the man’s promise
reveals that there is a price to be paid
that the man had not fully considered.
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Wait a minute! | thought you said
Jesus lived in a house in Capernaum

¢ Matthew 4:13 said
that Jesus settled
in a house in the
city of Capernaum.

* But by this time
Jesus has set his
mind on the events
about to take place
in Jerusalem, that
He came for.

¢ And in the next

chapter in Luke we
will find that Jesus
pronounces some
serious judgments
against Capernaum.

So it appears
Jesus no longer
has a house in
Capernaum.
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Had the man counted the cost?

» Had the man who » Apparently Jesus
promised to Jesus knew that this man

that he would follow made the promise
Jesus wherever He not realizing he’'d be
went understood? an itinerant disciple.

We are not told how this man decided
when Jesus told Him that, like Jesus,

he would always be itinerant, but the

implication is that once he knew that,

he may have decided to back out.
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Jewish burial laws & customs - |

» Deuteronomy 21:23
said that the burial
had to take place
on the day of death,
so within 24 hours,
unless a Sabbath
or Mosaic feast day
dictated that it must
happen sooner, as
was the case with
Christ’s burial.

* There were Jewish
customs for wrap-
ping the body using
cloth, aloes &
spices, & placing
the body in one of
the niches in a tomb
with a disk shaped
stone rolled over
what was a usually
small opening.
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Jewish burial laws & customs - Il
* The Jews also had + Then after a year

customs about the had passed, many
time of mourning, Jews in the middle
& how one was to of the first century
mourn (‘weep with took the bones of

those who weep’), the dead & placed
& not holding back. them in a box.

A great many of these ossuaries have been
found, including the one for Caiaphas, his
granddaughter, James, the half-brother of

Jesus, & possibly the son of Simon of Cyrene.
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Even more burial customs

» Performing all of the + But a great many
burial customs was of the Jewish burial

considered the last customs were not in
fulfillment of the the Law of Moses,
commandment to but were added like
honor your father all of the rest of the
& mother (Exodus accumulated extra
20:12), so these laws & traditions
were taken very that were added to

seriously. the law of Moses.
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Let the dead bury their own!

» Jesus’ may sound » But Jesus was likely

to us like He was referring to those
being hard-hearted who made up all of
with this man. the extra traditions.

The ones who made up all of the extra
traditions, rather than being extremely
holy, were actually spiritually dead! As
Jesus told the Jewish leaders in John
8:24, “...unless you believe that | am He
[egd eimi], you will die in your sins.”
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So he departed from there and found Elisha
the son of Shaphat, while he was plowing with
twelve pairs of oxen before him, and he with
the twelfth. And Elijah passed over to him and
threw his mantle on him. 20 He left the oxen
and ran after Elijah and said, "Please let me
kiss my father and my mother, then | will follow
you." And he said to him, "Go back again, for
what have | done to you?" 21 So he returned
from following him, and took the pair of oxen
and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with
the implements of the oxen, and gave it to the
people and they ate. Then he arose and
followed Elijah and ministered to him.
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Not a good idea to drive by
staring at your rear view mirror
* ltisagoodideato + Inthe same way,

drive by keeping in life gets lived best
focus where you are by living in fellow-

what is in front of ship with the Lord
you, & occasionally right now, with a
glancing in your look at the past,
rear view mirror — but not living in &

but not staring at it. glued to the past.

The future is constantly becoming now,
& believers have a wonderful future.
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