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The Good Samaritan

» This lawyer - an
expert in the Law
of Moses — will ask
Jesus two questions.

» Jesus’ response to
the second question,
the parable of the
Good Samaritan, is
unique tothe gospel
of Luke.

While this parable
is widely known,
this parable is
also widely mis-
understood.

So we will seek to
truly understand
what Jesus is
saying in this
parable.
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Who is this guy?

* This man is an » The Sadducees
expert in the law, did not believe in
likely a scribe, & a resurrection, so
his question tells inheriting eternal life
us that he is likely was not an issue or
aligned with the a question among
Pharisees. them.

The Jews liked to debate & discuss the fine details
of the Law, but they also liked to make summary
statements about the law, as this man did.
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Judaism loved conflicted teachings

* There were some » So this expert in the

who taught that no law asked Jesus the
Jew would goto hell, question asked of
but there were also many rabbis, “What
some who liked to shall | do to inherit
ask what they must eternal life?”

do to be sure of « This was not just an
eternal life — I|V|ng innocent & honest
eternally with the question, but one

Messiah. asked to test Jesus.
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Teacher
* This man at least * And there was a set
feigned to respect of traditions in Israel
Jesus as a teacher, at the time regard-
or rabbi, among the ing rabbis, & their
people of Israel. disciples, & others.

Those traditions allowed others to ask
a rabbi questions about the details &
summaries of the Law. But this man

apparently did not see Jesus as
the Messiah or as deity.




[image: image5.png]The ‘rich young ruler’ will ask Jesus
an almost identical question in Luke 18:18:

A ruler questioned Him, saying, "Good
Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?"
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Jesus asks a counter-question

» Rather than just * In doing this, Jesus
directly answering puts Himself in the
this man’s question, place of evaluating
Jesus turns the the man’s answer,
question around rather than having
& asks the man the man evaluate
the question that His answer — he
was asked of Him. was, infact, alawyer.

As a lawyer (an expert in the Law of Moses)
this man would no doubt have an opinion.
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You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and

with all your soul and

with all your might.

Leviticus 19:17-18

You shall not hate your fellow countryman
in your heart; you may surely reprove your
neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of
him. 18 You shall not take vengeance, nor
bear any grudge against the sons of your
people, but you shall love your neighbor
as yourself; | am the Lord.
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Jesus gave this same answer

* In another context » The first part

Jesus gave this deals with a Jew’s
same answer: relationship with

« Matthew 22:37-40 God, & the second
& Mark 12:29-31. part deals with a

Jew’s relationship
with other Jews, &
with aliens living
among them.

* The motivation for
all of the Law of
Moses is given
in this summary.

The sequence also gives the proper priority.
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So is this for us?

» Are we inthe body + “We love, because
of Christ to do this? He first loved us.”

« Are we to abide by 1 John 4:19
these points of the  « He showed His love
Law of Moses? No. by dying for us.

That very same death — Christ’s death
on the cross — by which we were also
crucified with Him, separated us from
the Law of Moses & any principle of Law,
& joined us to Christ.
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Impossible fulfillment!

« Jesus did not come < John 7:19, “Did not

to abolish the Law Moses give you the
of Moses for the Law, and yet none
ethnic Jews living of you carries out
in the land of Israel. the Law?”

Jesus’ words, “Do this and you will live”,
were said in recognition that nobody is
going to do this fully, wholeheartedly,
& completely, with all their
heart, soul, & strength.
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Good luck with that!

¢ The Law of Moses * Plus, the Jews had

had to be lived out come up with many
from the heart, with more laws in order
total perfection. to both add to &

« Breaking even one  take away from the
law broke the whole ~ Law of Moses as
Law of Moses given by God, as if
(James 2:10). any of the extras &

loopholes helped!

John 7:19b “...none of you carries out the Law?”
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Justify himself
* This man wanted * So he asked
to justify himself, “Who is my
which meant that neighbor”, with
he wanted to be the word ‘neighbor’
able to ‘declare meaning ‘a near
himself righteous’. neighbor’.

His question was intended to exclude
those from whom he kept his distance,
such as Gentiles, Samaritans,
women & tax collectors.
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those times there

Very common would be travelers
going from Jericho

* What Jesus to Jerusalem &
describes in back who were
verse 30 was real sometimes traveling
common in New alone or in much
Testament times. smaller groups,

« Before & after & these were
feasts there would vulnerable to bands
be lots of people on  Of thieves who
the road between were often brutal

Jericho & Jerusalem.  to their victims.
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Quite a road!

» The road that Jesus + Going from
spoke of was steep Jerusalem to

& windy, going Jericho was a drop
through steep of about 3300 feet
territory along- in about 12 miles
side a deep of twisting, winding
ravine. roadway.

And not counting breaks, it might take a person in
fairly good physical condition six & a half hours
to climb from Jericho to Jerusalem on foot.
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Jesus’ parables were often typical

* One point we « Jesus does not, for
notice about Jesus’ example, tell fables,
parables is that the such as Aesop’s
circumstances & fables which were
activities in Jesus’ fabricated, even
parables were often using fabricated
typical & common circumstances,
events, rather than such as ‘The

events that are rare Tortoise &
or miraculous. the Hare’.
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The priest was going down

» The priests were » During the rest of
all descended from the time the priests
Moses’ brother could live anywhere
Aaron, & served in else in Israel, so
the temple doing this priest was likely
sacrifices & also just coming off of
performing other his temple duty,
temple duties, for & headed home,
two weeks a year. & going downbhill.

The Law of Moses required the priest
to love his neighbor (Leviticus 19:18).
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If the man was dead

+ |f the man alongside <+ However, this was

the road was dead,
& it might well have
appeared that he
could be, then the
priest would be
defiled for seven
days for touching
the dead man
(Numbers 19:11).

a lousy excuse,
because the priest
was very likely
leaving his duty

at the temple, &
could be cleansed
on the 39 & 71" day.

He would only be
inconvenienced.
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Perhaps he had other concerns

» Since the man on * So at best the
the roadside was priest would be
obviously beaten inconvenienced if
& robbed, the very he stopped to help
same thieves might & the man was
be right nearby, & dead, but at worst

could do the same the priest could end
thing to the priest — up being dead, as
he’d be even more the man appeared

vulnerable! to be.
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Part of the aristocratic elite

* The priest had » Since the man on
another reason the roadside had
to walk on by. been stripped of

+ The priests were his garments, it
part of Israel’s would have_ been
aristocratic elite, hard to tell if the
which meant that man was just a
they did not usually commoner or
associate with part of the elite

commoners. class of men.
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Several justifications

» So the priest had » This priest could set
several justifications  aside his obligation

under the law of to love his neighbor
Moses & with the on good grounds,
Jewish culture to or so he thought
walk on by & to to himself — & the
keep on going. Levite confirmed it.

As the priests were to teach the Law of
Moses to the people, the priest could
claim various things, but not ignorance.
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Possibly headed toward Jerusalem

¢ The Levite’s fears, » And the Levite may

thoughts & mental have been, unlike
justifications may the priest, headed
well have been up to Jerusalem,
much like that in order to fulfill
of the priest’s. his temple duties.

That would mean that touching a dead

body, if this man were discovered to be

dead, would take him out of service for
a week for which he was scheduled!
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He knew the Law of Moses well

» This Levite knew » But just like the

the Law of Moses priest, this Levite
well, & had a place justified in his mind
of teaching others that it was best for
about the Law of him to just move
Moses. along, & leave
+ He could not claim the loving of

ignorance of the his neighbor to
need to love his someone else

neighbor. who came along.
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‘I'm very unsure...”

» By this time in * It may also have
Israel’s history it been that this man
had become well by the roadside,
established that the being stripped of his
Law of Moses did garments, was hard
not require that a to identify as to
Jew consider the what ethnic group
Gentiles or the he was from, & this
Samaritans as would provide even

‘neighbors’. further uncertainty.
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A Samaritan!

* Now Jesus really » For a priest & a
turned this parable Levite to walk on
into a shocking by, violating the
account. Law of Moses, but

« It might have to have a loathed &

been expected fora  despised Samaritan
Pharisee or rabbito ~ Show compassion
come along & show ~ Was both stunning

compassion to the & unthinkable to
man, but not... this expert in Law.
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Bandaged up his wounds

» Pouring oil on the
wounds would be
soothing, & pouring
wine on the wounds
would be antiseptic.

» Stopping like this,
the Samaritan was
making himself
vulnerable, & using
up oil & wine.

¢ Then the Samaritan

put this injured man
on his own animal,
possibly a donkey,
to take him to an inn
for his recovery.

The location of this
particular inn may
have been identified
long ago.
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Taking care of him

* The Samaritan at » On asking the

first stayed with the innkeeper to care

man to take care for the man, the

of him personally. Samaritan promised
« Then the Samaritan ~ to pay him whatever

took out two denarii,  €lse was owed, on

which was a about his return trip, which

two days wages for ~ would take him

a laborer, & paid back by this

the innkeeper. same inn.
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Jesus asks the lawyer

» Of the priest,
the Levite &
the Samaritan,
Jesus asked,
which of these
proved to be a
loving neighbor
to the man who
was beaten

& robbed.

* The lawyer, no
doubt, was just
floored by the
account Jesus
gave, in which
the respected
priest & Levite
did not love,
but the hated
Samaritan did.
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The Lawyer could not say

» The lawyer — this
expert in the Law of
Moses — could not
bring himself to say
that ‘the Samaritan’
outdid the priest &
the Levite in show-
ing love to his
neighbor.

Instead he said,
“The one who
showed mercy
toward him”.

Jesus told him to
“Go and do the
same” — as the
Samaritan man
did!
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"Whoever forces you to go one mile,
go with him two."

A Roman soldier could
force anyone else by

law to carry his military
equipment for one mile.
Jesus told the Israelites

to carry the soldier’s
equipment for another
mile beyond what was
required by Roman law.
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Jesus gave no approval

* The lawyer was » Jesus gave no
hoping to have approval to limiting
some limitations the expression of
on the Law of love by ethnicity.
Moses to cut the . S|m||ar|y, He gave
Law down to no approval to the
something the rabbis’ refusal to
lawyer could teach women or to
handle more show them regard

easily. as people.
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So is this for us to do?

» For us in the body
of Christ, who are
not under the Law
of Moses — even
one of them — our
love for the Lord &
our love for those
in & out of the body
of Christ is a re-
sponse to His love.

“We love, because
He first loved us.”
1 John 4:19

So we are not to
love God & love
others by obligation
of any law, but as a
response to God’s
gracious love that
was shown to us.
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