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Only in Luke & John

» Martha is only * And also in John
named in the we discover that
Gospel of Luke the village where
& in the Gospel Martha & Mary &
of John, along with Lazarus live is the
her sister, Mary. village of Bethany

+ In John 11:1-46 (‘house or place of
we find that their unripe figs’), on the
brother, Lazarus, eastern slope of the

was resurrected. Mount of Olives.
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The archaeology

» Various parts of the
village of Bethany
have been explored
& excavated in the
modern era.

The tomb from
which Lazarus
was resurrected

is believed to have
been found.

¢ Charles Clermont-

Ganneau (1846-
1923) explored a
burial chamber by
the roadside not far
from the village of
Bethany in which
he discovered first-
century ossuaries,
including burial
boxes bearing the
names of Lazarus
& Martha, possibly
the onesinthe Bible.
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Hospitality was the custom

« It was the custom « So Jesus & the

among the Jews disciples would
living in & around come around the
Jerusalem to make City of Jerusalem
their homes & food & would often stay
available for guests, & eat at the home
especially around of Lazarus & Martha
the times of the & Mary, there in the

Jewish feasts. village of Bethany.
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What was not the custom

¢ The custom — the
tradition — was that
rabbis, in general,
would not talk to
women, & especially
the rabbis would not
teach women.

« But Jesus was not
a traditional rabbi
in every respect.

* So Jesus would not
only talk to women
& treat them as real
people, but would
also teach them, to
the point that Mary
& Martha would call
Jesus, ‘the Teacher’,
& even ‘the Christ’,
‘the Son of God’.
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The disciples ‘got it’!

¢ Unlike the Jewish « WWomen can indeed

culture of the day, learn (1 Corinthians
Jesus’ respect for 14:35;1Timothy2:11).
women was con- *+ A man is to love his
tinued by His wife unconditionally
disciples, who wrote  (Ephesians 5:21-33)
to & about women & show her honor

in the Gospels & as a joint heir of the

Acts, & their letters. grace (1 Peter 3:7).



[image: image6.png]Luke 10:38-42

Not a presumptuous mooch

« So Jesus, while ¢ And neither was
being the guest he being a mooch,
on the basis of taking all He could
Jewish customs, get from His hosts.
was not being + He was teaching
presumptuous, Lazarus, Martha
nor an arrogant & Mary, & living
chauvinist among among them such

these ladies, Mary that they recognized
& Martha. Him as the Messiah.
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Mary was actively listening

< Since Jesus would, < Later, after the
infact, teachwomen, resurrection of her
Martha’s sister, Mary  brother Lazarus,
was sitting at Jesus’  this very same Mary
feet, as a disciple. put ointment (nard)

- She was listeningto ~ On Jesus’ feet, &
the things that Jesus it would be Judas
was teaching, taking ~ Who would object
in His message asa  to the waste of
disciple (Acts 22:3). funds.
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Listening & learning

» This verse reveals  + Philippians 4:9,

what is the general “The things you
pattern in the New have learned and
Testament, & that received and heard
is that listening & and seenin me,
learning are in the practice these
active voice in the things, and the

New Testament, & God of peace

not in the passive will be with you.”

voice.
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Martha was distracted

» Martha was focused + For Mary to take
on the preparation a position at Jesus
of the meals, so she feet was counter to
was not able to put the culture, & the

any focus on what culture would also
Jesus was teaching. have said that she

 Mary, in contrast, should serve others
was totally focused as a high priority,
on what Jesus was being a hostess

teaching. in the home.
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Vern, Vern
» Using a double « Abraham, Abraham
name in the Bible (Genesis 22:11).
is away of making  « Jacob, Jacob
an emphasis & (Genesis 46:2)

expressing love . Moses. Moses
& care for the '

person, & to get (Exodus 3:4)
their attention. + Samuel, Samuel

» Examples of this (1 Samuel 3:10)

in the Bible include: * My God, My God
' ble incll (Matthew 27:46)
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Be anxious for nothing, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. 7
And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

« The Greek word translated ‘anxious’ is
the same as the one translated ‘worried’
in Luke 10:41.



[image: image12.png]Luke 10:41

Repeated names

* Repeated names
were also used to
prepare people for
hard words to follow.

The repeated name
conveys a care &
focus on the person
being addressed,
even in the words
to follow.

« Martha asked,

“Lord, do You
not care...?”

So Jesus was
saying that He does
care, even if what
He has to say next
to Martha is not at
all what she wants
to hear.
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One thing versus many things

» Apparently Martha
was going all out
in meal preparation,
making a complex,
ultimate meal with
which everyone
would be impressed,
when a simpler
meal would have
allowed herto listen.

So Jesus was

not going to stand
behind what Martha
wanted him to say,
even if the culture
was all in Martha’s
favor.

Mary chose the one
top priority — sitting
at Jesus’ feet.
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Not be taken away from her

» Jesus was not
going to tell Mary
to help Martha in
her preparations,
& this implies that
if Jesus had told
Mary to help her
sister Martha,
she would have

gotten up & helped.

» Jesus expressed

concern over
Martha’s ‘heart
condition’.

But Jesus was not
going to tell Mary to
get up, but rather
He would support
her singular focus
on Christ.
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Pray, but don’t tell God what to do

* Martha wanted * God desires our
Jesus to tell Mary prayers, values
what to do. them, & as Roger

« If Jesus had seen has explained, He
a need for Mary to uses them in our

getup & help atthat  lives.

moment, He could e But it is not our
have said so place to tell God
Himself. what to do...

| And it’s not our place to question His care. |
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Beware ‘legitimate’ distractions

» There are lots » Today’s electronics
of ways to be & technology.
distracted from a » Urgent things,
focus upon Christ. fighting fires’ & the

+ Activities, & the next emergency.
need for a break. + Pleasures & pains

* Important people that draw our focus.
in your life & people « The demands &
who think they are urges of the culture.

important.
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Beware feelings, & experiences
& cultural pressures over faith in the facts

* Martha’s culture * Our culture has
was giving her been placing a
feelings that Mary priority on feelings
certainly should & experiences over

get up & help make faith in the revealed
this a fantastic meal. facts of God’s word.

But placing our faith in the revealed facts
of God’s word is exactly what God has

in mind for all of us. The feelings are
not to lead, but are to follow.
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Learning is active

» Just like Mary was  + For us in the body
actively listening, & of Christ, this is not
just like the apostle a law to be lived out

Paul wrote in by our best efforts,
Philippians 4.9, but active learning
“The things you is grace-motivated,
have learned and as is the desire for
received and heard  growth which is in

and seeninme...” Christ (1 Peter 2:2;

were all active... 2 Peter 3:18).
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Spiritual Opportunities

« |t did not seem like ¢ For us, too, it is
Mary followed about  important to look for

with the disciples & take advantage of
all of the time, but the spiritual oppor-
rather that Mary tunities that the
took full advantage Lord presents

of the opportunity to us.

to sit at Jesus feet « \We can even ask
when He came to the Lord to make

visit. us more aware.
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Spiritual focus on Christ

* We are not like » But we may have
Mary, who could something even
sit at the literal better: we can & are
physical feet of called to look unto
Jesus, & listen to Jesus & behold Him
His every word. through His word.

2 Corinthians 3:18
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
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