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Does more people help?

¢ The crowds were
increasing, but did
that seem to be a
good indicator?

» Apparently not.

¢ Jesus had address-
ed the false accusa-
tion that He cast
out demons by
Beelzebul.

Now, with the grow-
ing crowd, He would
begin to address
the demand, by
some, for a sign.

But that demand
for a sign was not
a good sign, as
we hear Jesus
say to the crowd.
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Do signs help?

» Apparently casting  + Jesus did lots of

out a demon was miracles, but not
not a big enough all of those counted
sign to qualify, & because some of
besides, that might those were done
be attributed to on the Sabbath,
Beelzebul, the & that’s a bad

head of the sign, & Jesus had
demons. even raised a son...

But, what signs have you done for us, lately?
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Born under a bad sign

 Jesus called the * Miracles do not
generation to whom guarantee that
He was presenting people will respond
the gospel of the as favorably as
kingdom a ‘wicked one might hope or
generation’. expect they would.

Jesus performed miracle after miracle after
miracle, of great variety & magnitude & kind,
but the response here was, “Do another one!
We’re not sufficiently impressed, just yet....”
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The Gentiles respond
better than the Jews!

« The Jews often « As we will soon see,
thought of them- Jesus provides two
selves as better instances in which
than the Gentiles, Gentiles responded
having automatic- better, spiritually
ally a superior speaking, than
standing because God’s chosen
of their lineage people, the

from Abraham. Jews.
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No direct statement about
Jonah & 3 days & 3 nights

* While Matthew
12:40 makes direct
reference to Jonah’s
three days & three
nights in the belly
of the great fish, Dr.
Luke stops short of
that kind of direct
statement in this
passage.

But the implication
is still clear in the
Gospel of Luke:

Jesus will (future
tense), be a sign
to this generation
of Jews, as Jonah
was to the prior
generation of
Assyrians.
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How many signs does it take?

» Jonah was » So far as we have
miraculously any record, the
preserved & Ninevites were
delivered by not shown any
the great fish, authenticating
& that was a signs, yet they
sign that the responded to
Ninevites did Jonah’s message
not see directly. & the call to repent!

But Jesus already did many hundreds of signs!
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Ninevites responded positively;

Jews responded negatively

¢ The Ninevites, at ¢ The Jews were
the time, responded mostly responding
positively to the sign  negatively to Jesus’
& warning of Jonah, warning & later on

& that postponed the sign of His own
their judgment by resurrection, so that
God, which did their judgment by
come later on, by God was not to

the Babylonians. be postponed.

In 70 AD judgment came against the Jews.
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Jesus is greater than Jonah!

* Jonah was a « Jonah was an
prophet, who, initially reluctant
after a three day prophet of God
piscisean interlude sent to the
©, then appeared Ninevites,
to the Ninevites but Jesus
& he threatened was the Son
judgment if they of God & the
did not repent of Son of Man,

their sins. & the Messiah!
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Son of God & Son of Man,
the long-promised Messiah

» Jonah presented
the need to repent
to the Ninevites, as
a prophet of God,
but Jesus presented
Himself as the issue
to the people of
Israel in the land of
Israel for a period of
about three years.

* In the gospel of the
kingdom, the need
was for the people
of Israel to accept
& embrace Jesus
as the Messiah, &
in the gospel of
substitution, the
need is for each
one to believe.
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The Queen of the South

* The Queen of the * Both biblical &
South, identified in archaeological
1 Kings 10:1-13 & scholars have
2 Chronicles 9:1-12 identified the

as the Queen of queen of Sheba
Sheba, came to as the queen of
Solomon to hear the Sabeans,

& see directly of located about
his great wisdom where modern

& his wealth. Yemen is now.
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Camels, spices & gold

» Camels would have -+ The historical &
been the only pack archaeological

animals that could records support
have sustained trade in these
such a trip over kinds of goods
long distances & & in the wealth
great stretches of the nations
between water at that time in

sources. biblical history.
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Greater than Solomon

« Solomon was the ¢ But Jesus Christ,

king of Israel, as a descendent of

a united kingdom, Solomon (Matthew
& his wealth & his 1:6,7), came to the
wisdom became people of Israel as
internationally the Son of God &
famous — even to the Son of Man, &
the point where the the long promised
queen of Sheba Messiah as revealed

would come to see. in the Scriptures.
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Comparison & contrast

» The queen of » The queen of
Sheba traveled Sheba did not ask
a great distance for any authentic-
to see & hear ating signs, but
Solomon, but the Jews ask for
the Jews have authenticating
Jesus the Son signs after Jesus
of God & the Son already did many
of Man right in hundreds

their midst! of them!
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The resurrection is implied

» The resurrection » But what is directly
of Christ is at best stated is that there
implied in these is responsibility for
words, but not responsiveness to
directly referred the truth revealed
to, asitisin to aperson &to a
Matthew 12:40. people.

While we’re not Jews living in the early first
century, nor are we Ninevites or Sabeans, the
principle that we are responsible to respond
to the truth revealed to us is still valid.
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This is not our judgment

* The judgment forus + 1 Corinthians 3:10-
in the body of Christ 15 is a good place
will be at a different to start regarding
time & place & of a our judgment in
different character the body of Christ.
than the judgment . |t is a judgment

that Jesus refers of rewards, rather
to here. than condemnation.

Though judgments differ, there
will be judgment for everyone.
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Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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Lit lamps in Israel’s land

» Lamps typically » At no time was the
burned olive oil, lamp placed under
& the woman of a basket or hidden,
the house was but was placed on
responsible to a shelf or stand
keep the lamp where it would
lit all of the time. shed its light.

Spiritual light was to be visible to others
for God’s glory — not the glory of a man.
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Israel will be the light of the world

» God had Isaiah write these words about
the people & land of Israel in the kingdom:

+ |saiah 60:1-3, "Arise, shine; for your light
has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you, and deep darkness the
peoples [Gentiles]; but the Lord will rise
upon you and His glory will appear upon
you. 3 "Nations [Gentiles] will come to
your light, and kings to the brightness
of your rising.
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in Christ who is the Light: Ephesians 5:6-9

Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7
Therefore do not be partakers with them; 8
for you were formerly darkness, but now you
are Light in the Lord; walk as children of
Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in
all goodness and righteousness and truth)...
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The eyes have it

» This passage » But Jesus is not just
has a lamp, being an amateur
light, darkness & ophthalmologist or
eyesight theme telling people to
from verse 33 take good care
to verse 36. of their eyes.

In verse 34 Jesus is talking about

how one views the world, spiritually
speaking, contrasting light & darkness.




[image: image25.png]In the same way Scripture says we

that we have five have the ‘analog’
senses in the E of these five in the

physical realm... spiritual realm!

give the body information through

Hearing

by using by using by using by using by using
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[image: image26.png]Each of the five senses in the physical realm
has an ‘analog’ in the spiritual realm:

Ephesians 1:18-19a;
“the eyes of your heart”

1 Peter 2:3,
‘you have tasted”

Hebrews 5:11-14,
“dull of hearing...”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16,
“the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him”

Ephesians 4:19,
‘being past feeling”.
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| pray that the eyes of your heart may be
[literally, ‘having been’], enlightened...

Ephesians 5:8

...for you were formerly darkness, but now
you are Light in the Lord; walk as children+
of Light [God is Light: 1 John 1:5].

+ to be a ‘child of’ or a ‘son of’ in the Bible,
unless it is a literal relationship, means to
be like in character & close in relationship.
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Respond to the light given

* If we do not * Christians in the
respond favorably body of Christ have
to the light given their spiritual senses
us, then what use ‘turned on’, but it is
is there to receive up to each believer
more light? to respond to ‘light’.

There is a tendency for believers
to either see more & more light or
to see less & less light: darkness
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Full of light

» This is the opposite + In that case the
of the warning inthe  believer can grow

prior verse, & that to further & greater

makes good sense. spiritual insight into
« Ifthe hazard is that ~ all things spiritual.

a person doesn’t » Light is given as a

respond to the light work of God in the
given him, then the believer & the active
opportunity is that pursuit of the truth
he responds well. from God’s word.
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