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Jesus has lunch with a Pharisee

» Now brace yourself « It appears that

for what Jesus has Jesus says these
to say directly tothe  things before they
Pharisee who had begin eating lunch,
invited Him over for & His disciples are
lunch. present.

Among the Pharisees, Sadducees, & the
Essenes (only referenced in Matthew 5:43), the
Pharisees believed most like Jesus, in that they
believed in a Messiah, the entire Old Testament,
& in angels, miracles, & a resurrection & afterlife.
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Jewish social customs

» Also keep in mind « Also, if a rabbi was

that the Jewish in the room, it was
customs of this time allowed to have
would allow others others come into

to stand at the door the room without
& watch while those invitation, even

inside ate, & to not while eating a meal.
only listen in, but « And Jesus was
make comments considered a rabbi

& ask questions. (example: John 3:2).



[image: image3.png]Luke 11:37-44

This isn’t the only time
¢ Matthew 15:1-13 ¢ The Pharisees

& Mark 7:1-23 would take care

both record other not to violate their
instances of Jesus many additions to
& His disciples not the Law of Moses

doing the customary  but would often
ceremonial washing overlook other,

of hands, & in those more important
gospels Jesus also spiritual matters
taught about it. in the Law.
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Hospitality was customary

* Hospitality was a * The Pharisees’
strongly established opposition to Jesus
custom among the had not, at this time,
Jews & was an become so wide-
imperative, unless spread that none of
there was a very the Pharisees would
good reason not to ask Jesus over for
show hospitality to a meal, though that
a particular person would happen later

or group. on, as we will see.
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Reclined at the table

» Meals were eaten » Typically, there
on a low table, while  were no eating
sitting or sometimes utensils, but bread

even laying on was broken & used
cushions, so to eat dips & sauces.
we read the + The Pharisees had
?xpr_essmn, rules about washing
reclined at one’s hands before

the table.” eating_
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Ceremonial washing

¢ Dr. Luke makes the
point that Jesus did
not wash His hands
ceremonially before
the meal, according
to the customs &
rules that were
added to the

Law of Moses

by the rabbis.

¢ The hands must

be washed, the
rabbis said, before
certain activities,
including eating
food.

» And that washing

must be done in
a certain way to
be ritually clean.
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tradition that ceremonial
washing was to be done both
before & after copying the Old
Testament Scriptures.
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A surprised Pharisee

« Jesus seemed to do < Notice, too, that the
or not do things that Pharisees watched
were added to the carefully to see
Law of Moses’ 613 what people did
individual statutes. & didn’t do.

* For example, He « We don’t know if
healed on the this Pharisee said
Sabbath a he was surprised,
number of or if he just looked

times. surprised.



[image: image9.png]Luke 11:39

The outside to the inside

» The Jews actually * The external

ceremonially wash- washing was
ed the inside & the supposed to
outside of cups & symbolize the
platters, but Jesus internal purity,
only mentions wash- but it became
ing the outside all about the
because he was external acts
shifting from cups of ceremonial

& platters to souls. hand washing.
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It's what's inside that counts

» Jesus, knowing « What did the
the hearts of the Pharisees have
Pharisees like no going on inside
other human ever while they were
has, because He is ceremonially
also deity, as no washing the
other human is, outside?
tells His host « Robbery &
about a heart wickedness!

problem.
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God made the outside & the inside

» Like on Jeopardy, * And Jesus is saying

Jesus answers that it's what's on
in the form of the inside that
a question.© counts.

+ “...did not He who » Butthe approach of
made the outside the Pharisees was
make the inside to examine outside
also?” conditions & actions.

All the while God is looking at hearts &
what comes out of the hearts. These
Pharisees have serious ‘heart disease’.
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Give that which is within

* What the Pharisees + So like declaring all
had been doingwas  things Corban, as

to focus on all the in Mark 7:9-13, the
externals, but Pharisees had
making laws that figured out lots of
allow one to keep additional laws to
what God said to allow them dis-
give. regard the Law.

The Pharisees needed to focus on matters of
character & spirituality before God, from the heart.
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He was also saying to them, "You are experts
at setting aside the commandment of God in
order to keep your tradition. 10 For Moses
said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and,
'He who speaks evil of father or mother, is to
be put to death'; 11 but you say, 'lIf a man says
to his father or his mother, whatever | have that
would help you is Corban (that is to say, given
to God),' 12 you no longer permit him to do
anything for his father or his mother; 13 thus
invalidating the word of God by your tradition
which you have handed down; and you do
many things such as that."
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The Pharisees get three ‘Woes’

* In today’s passage
the Pharisees
receive three
pronounce-
ments of ‘woe’.

* We'll see that
their associates,
the scribes, or
lawyers (experts

in the law) are next.

* Does Jesus need

to take a course in
‘How to Win Friends
& Influence People’?

Jesus is actually not
trying to win friends
& influence people,
but to tell them the
truth about their
‘heart disease’.
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The Law is holy & righteous & good

¢ In Romans 7:12the <+ These Pharisees

apostle Paul wrote were keeping some
that the Law of external points of
Moses is holy & the Law of Moses
the commandment, quite admirably.
“Thou shall not « But they were also
covet is holy & missing the heart &
righteous & good. intent of the Law!

By doing so they were failing badly on
justice with others, & the love of the Lord.




[image: image16.png]


[image: image17.png]Luke 11:43

Hooray for the Pharisees!

e The Pharisees were <+ And the Pharisees

the culture’s heroes.  liked being the

« Nearly all of the heroes of just
Jews applauded the ~ about everyone,
Pharisees as the & the synagogues
ones who were & the marketplaces
‘doing it right’. showed it best.

But the unholy hypocritical hearts of
the Pharisees were what Jesus saw, &
the outward show did not impress Him.
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Power, position, praise, pride

¢ The Pharisees liked ¢ The motive that

the power, position, drives the actions
praise & pride that matters to God, who
came with them looks at the heart.
being Pharisees, + So Jesus did not

a bit too much, in app|aud them, but
truth, because God instead rebuked
was not impressed, them openly &

looking at the heart. publically.
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I's a grave matter

* The Pharisees * Tombs were white-
would go to great washed (Matthew
lengths to make 23:27) so that a
sure they did not Pharisee would
touch a dead body not accidentally
& therefore be come close to
ritually unclean, touching a dead
so they stayed body, & therefore
way away from be accidentally

tombs. ritually unclean.
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Concealed tombs

¢ So the Pharisees ¢ That meant that

really did not want everyone else was
to accidentally walk being ritually defiled
over a concealed by having contact
tomb, but Jesus with the Pharisees
turned the tables — not knowing that
on the Pharisees they were being

by saying that the defiled by their
Pharisees were contact with these

concealed tombs! admired dead guys!
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What about us?

« We're not Pharisees
nor are many of us
even of Jewish
ethnicity, & we live
in Colorado rather
than in Israel, &
that was about
20 centuries ago,
so what’s in this
passage for us?

For us in the body
of Christ, hypocrisy
is trying to live under
the Law of Moses in
whole orin part.
Hypocrisy is trying
our very best to look
like a Christian on
the outside, even by
our own best efforts.
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What does God want from me?

¢ God doesn’t want « What God wants

anything from us, from us is for the
which is why we life of His Son to
were crucified be lived out in &
with Christ as through us as we
the first step in walk in fellowship
our identification with the Lord, out
with Christ. of our position.

That gets called ‘abiding in Christ’,

‘Beholding Christ’, & ‘walking in the Spirit’.
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