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As Dr. Luke wrote...

* In last Sunday’s
passage Jesus
warned about
greed, telling a
parable about
a rich man who
was planning to
build bigger barns
to store all of his
productive crops.

Being rich was not
a problem, nor was
having productive
land, & even his
plan to increase
his crop storage
capacity was fine.

But having no
consideration of
God was a problem!
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For this reason | bow my knees before the Father,

15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth
derives its name, 16 that He would grant you,
according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner
man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded
in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all
the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do
far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him
be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations forever and ever. Amen.
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Do not worry!

» Jesus is going to » So Jesus is going
shift from warnings to encourage His
about unspiritual disciples to trust
greed in the midst God for provision
of plenty to warning & He will end up
about worry over telling them to be
having enough. kingdom-minded.

Though Jesus will say these things in a Jewish
context, we will also find real value & encourage-
ment for ourselves, who are in the body of Christ.
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As our culture becomes more secular...

» Our culture is » Thinking about
rapidly becoming things without any
more secular, & consideration of
believers are being God, as the secular
drawn into that world prefers to do,
worldly drift, so leaves us depending
these words of our on physical things
Lord are especially to satisfy needs
needed among that can only be

us today. fulfilled spiritually.
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Concerning worry...

» Worry can be about
the past, which, of
course, cannot be
changed, or the
present, which we
can often still do
something about, or
future possibilities,
which might not
even happen.

To worry is to focus
on something, & it
means that if we are
worrying, our focus
is not where it
should be.

Worry is not at

all the same as
‘problem solving’,
prevention or prayer.
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It that all there is?
» The atheist / skeptic + The Christian &

would say that the biblical viewpoint
physical realm is is that there is a
all that exists: physical realm &

* Not on|y is there no there is a Splrltual
God, but there is reaim, & that God,
no spiritual realm, a spiritual being,
either. created both.

But Jesus is going one step farther than just
affirming that there is a spiritual realm & that
God created both the physical & spiritual realms.
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Even a believer can get sucked in

» Even a believer can + So even though
get pulled into the the believer has an
world’s perspective understanding of
on food, clothing & spiritual things,

provision, which day to day living
doesn’t see the for a believer can
spiritual realm be pulled towards
& doesn’t see the world’s view,
spiritual need & draw our focus

& provision. to physical things.
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Consider the ravens?!

* What is stunning » Jesus’ words were
about Jesus’ surprising in that no
example of the Law-respecting Jew
ravens, is that would even want to
ravens were, consider a raven!
by the Law of « But ravens were
Moses, an un-- also known for not
Clean.klnd of bird takmg great care
(Leviticus 11:15; for the provision

Deuteronomy 14:14). of their young.



[image: image8.png]Luke 12:24

But God feeds them, and...

» God provides for » God’s providence
the ravens & even (His provision &
for their young, His circumstantial
but... guidance) & His

« God values us revelation in nature
much more than are ways in which
the ravens, so He God reveals Himself.
will provide for * He desires that

us as well. we seek Him.



[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]—v 0SS0 Q

—9 —0 0T W

God’s revelations to mankind

God is revealed by
nature

Scripture

Psalm 19:1-6
Romans 1:18-21

providence (guidance)

conscience

Matthew 5:45
Acts 14:15-17

Romans 2:14,15

Scripture

2 Timothy 3:16,17
2 Peter 1:21

Jesus Christ

2 Corinthians 4:4
Colossians 1:15
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God’s revelations to mankind

God is revealed by |Scripture says

nature

Reveals God's existence &
some aspects of His character

providence (guidance)

conscience

Provides for & sets limits to
cause humans to seek Him

Reveals innate moral law

Scripture

Reveals specific truth by
God's intent: salvation, et al

Jesus Christ

Reveals God Himself in the
form of man, & His salvation
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What does worry contribute?

» So for all of the * One would think
emotional energy that worrying & all
& mental focus that of its facets was
goes into worry & a really useful &
angst & anxiety & valuable & helpful
fretting & fearful & profitable activity
apprehension... for people to pursue.

So are there any advantages to worrying?
Does worry accomplish anything really useful?
The questions Jesus asks strongly imply, ‘No’.
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Consider the lilies

* Lilies grew wild » They grow naturally,
in parts of Israel & not even toiling or
they still do today. spinning to make

« And they are indeed  their appearance
beautiful flowers. beautiful.

Toiling & spinning so as to produce
clothing for the household would have
been seen as women’s work in biblical
times. And certainly, the lilies do not have
their beautiful adornment from worrying.
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“Solomon in all his glory”

» Those days of * The extent of the
the reign of King nation of Israel was
Solomon were the the greatest that it
‘glory days’ of Israel. ever was, but...

Solomon’s spectacular physical assets,
access to natural resources, his building
of the temple, & his international renown
for wisdom enhanced & provided for the
glory of his attire & his court (1 Kings 10).
Yet the wild lilies were more glorious.
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So is Jesus saying ‘don’t work’??

» Jesus is not saying + As God can make
don'twork — He was  provision for the

a carpenter before lilies & beauty for
He started His us to behold, He
public ministry. can provide for us.

But these verses are telling us that we
see the means by which God provides
for us, even our working, as from God’s
hand, & even the beauty & aesthetic
values as from Him as well.




[image: image16.png]Luke 12:28; Hebrews 12:2

God values you more!

» The Father chose us + Christ loved you
who are in the church & gave Himself for
to be in Christ before  you & for the joy set
the foundation of the  before Him endured
world (Ephesians 1:3). the cross.

* Human beings were + As beautiful & as
created in the image  awesome as nature
& likeness of God can be, He did none
(Genesis 1:26, 27). of that for nature.
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Do not

» Jesus is not telling  + But He is saying not
us never to eat to make our food &
again nor to think drink & clothing the
about how we will focus of our lives, &
provide for our- certainly not at the
selves & our exclusion of spiritual
families. matters & priorities.

And most certainly Jesus is saying, once
more, not to worry. Worry is just a very
poor investment of time & resources.
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If...

« |f a believeris
abiding in Christ,
beholding Him,
walking in the
Spirit, in fellow-
ship with Christ,
reckoning him-
self dead to the
sin nature & also
alive to God...

¢ Then is that believer

going to be spending
time worrying?

That believeris going
to solve problems,
make decisions &
take action, when
it’s both possible &
appropriate, but will
take everything

to the Lord, &

trust the Lord

with the matter

of concern.
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They seek these things, but...

¢ The nations of the

world, the Gentiles,
seek after all these
things — all of the
physical stuff —
because they don't
know the God who
cares for them.

They've made up

gods who don’t care.

» Orthey've made
a god out of the
all the stuff.

¢ God knows that we
need these things,
because it was
He who made us
human beings to
have these needs
in the first place.
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Seek His kingdom

e Jesus said to seek ¢ Jesus said these

His kingdom, as words in a very
He also said in Jewish context,
Matthew 6:33, in the land of
in the sermon Israel, among
on the mount. the Israelites.

We in the body of Christ will reign with
Christ in the coming kingdom, but we
are to be seeking to set our minds on
things above (Colossians 3:1-4).
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Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2
Set your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

It has been said that some people are so
heavenly-minded that they are no earthly
good. But from Ephesians, Philippians &
Colossians, we see that we must be heavenly-
minded if we are to do any earthly good at all!
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Do not be afraid

+ Jesus called His » And Jesus calls
disciples, ‘little flock’.  Himself the Good

« Inthe Old Testament ~ Shepherd, who lays
God is pictured as a  down His life for the
Shepherdwho cares ~ sheep (John 10:11).
for & protects His * Paul called the

sheep (Psalm 23). church at Ephesus
a flock (Acts 20:28).

The Lord wants for us to trust Him as our
Shepherd, & not to place our ultimate trust
in money & the things money will buy.
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Gladly give to you the kingdom

» These disciples » These disciples had
understand the a lot to learn about
gospel of the what was going to
kingdom — so begin in less than
that is what a year’s time: the
Jesus refers church — the body
to here. of Christ.

We in the church, the body of Christ, though
heavenly, even now, will have our part in the
kingdom, reigning with Christ as His bride.
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"You are those who have stood by Me in My
trials; 29 and just as My Father has granted
Me a kingdom, | grant you 30 that you may
eat and drink at My table in My kingdom,
and you will sit on thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel."
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Should | sell everything
& give it all to charity?

* There are those ¢ That is because
who have followed the Bible also has
this verse in totality. verses about saving

« But taking this verse  up for future needs,
out of the context of ~ caring for your

all of Scripture will family, etc.
likely lead us to the + So what is Jesus
wrong conclusion. saying in this verse?

Jesus is saying to value spiritual ‘wealth’
above material wealth & earthly things.
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Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth,

who was also called Barnabas by the
apostles (which translated means Son of
Encouragement), 37 and who owned a tract
of land, sold it and brought the money and
laid it at the apostles' feet.



[image: image30.png]Luke 12:33

Where?

« All that we have * But we have no
in heaven is not need for insurance
vulnerable. policies for our

« Everything that we assets in heaven.
have here is indeed <+ We do, however,
vulnerable. need assurance

« That is why we of what we have
have insurance in heaven, & that
policies on things comes from God’s

that are here. word.
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Value spiritual wealth

* Whatever a person + It is especially

values the most will significant that the
be the place that a apostle Paul refers
person’s heart will to God’s attributes
settle & center. in terms of wealth.

God did not keep His spiritual wealth
all to Himself, but lavished it on us!

And, we don’t have to wait until we have
bodies in heaven to enjoy God’s wealth!
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Luke 12:24; Psalm 147:9
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