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The context

e Like Psalm 2, & * And like Psalm 2
Matthew 24 & 25, & Matthew 24 & 25
& Revelation 19 & these words were
20, (&related Bible spoken in a Jewish
passages), Luke context, to Jews in
12:35-48 fits with the land of Israel,
the time at the end & were spoken to
of the Tribulation the Jews then as
period & at Christ’s representative

second coming. of Jews later.
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At an hour you don’t expect

» Jesus is referring to  + Why, if the period of
His second coming, tribulation is seven

since obviously He years long, will
was talking to them anyone be
during His first surprised
coming. at all?

Because only if one is believing & attentive
will what the Bible says matter at all. Most
people — even of the Jews — will be distracted
& inattentive during the Tribulation period.
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Comparison & contrast

* \We always have » \We compare what
to ask what was is the same for
directed to & another person
applies to us & or group, & we
what does not. contrast what is

« We determine different between
what applies to ourselves & another
us by the principle person or group.
of comparison & * We use Scriptureto

contrast. confirm everything.
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Important distinctions

» This passage » Likewise, this
serves to show why passage also
it is so important to serves to show
distinguish between why it is so
what is directed to important to
Jews & what is distinguish
directed to us between the
in the church, rapture & the
the body of Christ. second coming.

| We’'ll see these points in detail shortly. |
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Slaves & masters

* The entire passage + Jesus is not
is in the context of condoning slavery
the laws & customs as it was done in
of masters & slaves the Roman Empire,
living in the Roman but rather is using

empire & among it as an illustration
the Jews living in order to make
in Israel. the issues clear.

Some master — slave situations were good,
some s0-so & some others were horrible. They
were generally better among the Jews in Israel.
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Principles of stewardship

» This passage will » These principles
also present a of stewardship offer
number of very valuable insights
important points into both specific
& principles of passages through-
stewardship, out the Bible, as
which is critical well as God'’s
to a correct program in this
understanding world & the new

of all of Scripture. heavens & earth.
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Why we take things in context

+ If we were to » But Jesus is making
remove this verse a spiritual point that
from its context, & is directed to Jews,
apply it to ourselves & as we will see,
directly & literally, there are some
we would always good applications
keep our clothes to us in the body
on all the time & of Christ, even
keep all the lights though this is

on all the time, too. spoken to Jews.
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Waist girded, lamps lit

« Literally, Jesus said * And the lamps

to gird the waist, in should be lit in
readiness for the readiness &
return of the vigilance,
Messiah. waiting.

A slave or worker would pull up the outer robe
& belt it tightly in order to be ready for action &
to move about more quickly. In homes without
servants it was the woman’s responsibility to
keep at least one lamp lit, but if there were
servants it was the servants’ responsibility.
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Ready & waiting
for the master’s return

« Slaves who were
ready & waiting for
the master’s return
from a wedding
feast (like the one
at Cana: John 2),
would be able to
open the bolted
door for the master
when he arrived.

But a return from

a wedding feast
would have some
uncertainties about
the time of arrival:

The feasts were
long, plus there
was travel time,
which could vary
quite a bit.



[image: image12.png]Jesus is likely referring to the wedding feast
called the Marriage Supper of the Lamb:

Revelation 19:7-10

"Let us rejoice and be glad and give the

glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come and His bride has made herself ready."
8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine
linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is

the righteous acts of the saints.

9 Then he said to me, " Write, ' Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper
of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are
true words of God."
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When he comes & knocks

¢ The custom in » That is why Jesus,
biblical times was knocks & speaks
to knock on the at the same time in
door & say who Revelation 3:20, in
you were at the the message to the
same time. church at Laodicea.

Revelation 3:20

'Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, | will come

in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.
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This was Jesus’ style...
* \While the cultural + |t is likely that

expectation was to He is referring to
have the slave do to Christ Himself
the serving, Jesus serving those who
is saying that His are at the Messiah’s
way of rewarding banquet at the
slaves who would beginning of the

be ready & waiting Millennial kingdom
would be to serve (Isaiah 25:6; 65:13-

the slaves! 14; Matthew 8:11).
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First, second or third watch

+ |t was customary for + The first ‘watch’
the Jews to divide was 6 to 10 & the
up a night into three second ‘watch’ was
‘watches’ or periods 10 to 2, & the third
of time in the night: ‘watch’ was 2 to 6.

Jesus was telling them to be ready for Him to
come in His second coming at any time — even
if that time seemed inconvenient or unexpected.
This means constant expectancy & constant
alertness in anticipation of His coming. This

is also conditional blessing, which is Jewish.
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The thief

* In New Testament
times thievery of
goods was not a
criminal matter in
the Roman Empire,
& there were no
police to call.

» Getting stolen
goods back was
a civil matter.

* The thief would

come by surprise,
at night.

A thief would not
typically try to come
through the door,
which was heavily
barred, but would
break through a
wall suddenly, often
by undermining it.
Then the thief
would rush in &
attack the owner.
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He attacks hard & runs fast

+ So the thief who » John 10:10, "The
had broken down thief comes only to
the wall would rush steal &kill & destroy."
in, attack the owner .« |t was drilled into

by surprise, trying the man (or men) of
to kill or seriously the household to
injure the owner so be ready for such

that the thief could a thief & to defend

not be stopped & he  himself, his house-
wouldn’t be pursued.  hold & his property.
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"But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into."

John 10:10
"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy..."

1 Thessalonians 5:4
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief

2 Peter 3:10
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief...

Revelation 3:3
"l will come like a thief..."

Revelation 16:17
"Behold, | am coming like a thief.”

Even out on the open road...

Luke 22:36

And He said to them, "But now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along,
likewise also a bag, and whoever has no sword is to sell his coat and buy one."
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by the late Jewish scholar
Raphael Patai, pages 95-96

“...the pangs of the Messianic
times are imagined as having
heavenly as well as earthly
sources and expressions. . .

Things will come to such a
head that people will despair
of Redemption. This will last
seven years.

And then, unexpectedly,
the Messiah will come...”
—the Talmud
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Faithful & sensible steward
» Among the Jews » Either they will be

at the end of the faithful & sensible
Tribulation period stewards leading
when Christ returns others who are
there will be no also faithful &
middle ground: sensible, or...

Jesus tells Peter & all present the immense
difference it will make for the Jews at the end
of the Tribulation to be faithful & sensible, but He
is about to tell them all the horrid outcome for
those who are selfish, self-centered & abusive.
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Blessed based on what he does

¢ The Jews who are * Notice, too, that the

faithful & sensible earthly possessions
& anticipating the are what these
coming of Christ faithful & sensible
their Messiah will Jews will be put in
be shown honor charge of, based

& blessing in the on Jesus’ words
coming kingdom. in this passage.

What is done as condition & blessing in earthly
ways is consistent with Deuteronomy 28:1-14.
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But if...

* The slave whose
heart-talk tells him
that the master will
be long in coming
& gives himself to
selfish indulgence
& abuse of those
in his authority &
influence will be
badly surprised.

And the immediate
as well as long-term
consequences for
that one will be
very bad indeed.

Many Jews will

find themselves

in a very bad place
when Christ returns
suddenly.
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A place with the unbelievers

» After being ‘cut up’, + When we get to
isn’t a person dead?  Luke chapter 16

« This ‘place with the ~ we will pause to

unbelievers’ is a take a closer look
powerful implication ~ at the structure of
that souls of the the spiritual realm,
unbelieving are resurrections &
not annihilated judgments, along
at death, but are with the rich man

assigned a place. & Lazarus.
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Principle: Punishments will
be proportional & not equal

* In the same way * This is true for the
that rewards for Jews, who will have
believers will not a different basis of
all be the same, judgment atthe end
punishments for of the Tribulation,
unbelievers will as well as for the
also not be all Gentiles (Matthew
the same for 25 describes how

everyone. each will be judged).
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Principle: Judgment will include
responsibility for what was known

* To act out of * This is one reason
ignorance is why Jesus was
one thing, but especially harsh in
to knowingly go His judgment of the
astray is another. scribes & Pharisees.

The scribes & Pharisees had the truth of the
entire Old Testament in writing right before their
eyes, & many of them knew it ‘backwards &
forwards’, yet they corrupted it greatly &
condemned Jesus’ purity in obeying it.
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What about us?

» Since we are of
the body of Christ,
under grace & not
under the Law of
Moses, & we will be
taken up to be with
the Lord in heaven
(raptured) at least
seven years before
this time...

And most of us

are Gentiles &

not Jews, is there
anything in here

for us? Yes!

We also do not
know the time when
Christ will return for
us in that event
called the rapture.



[image: image28.png]Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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Why it's important to distinguish

* It's important to » That is why you & |
distinguish between will not be subjected
Israel & the church. to being put with the

« One reason is that unbelievers.
Israel has had & will « That is why we in
have believers & the body of Christ
unbelievers, but will not be in the
the church only judgment in this
consists of passage, because

believers. we will be raptured.
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Everyone has stewardships

+ All of us have * |t is required
been entrusted, of stewards that
with people, & they be faithful (1
relationships, Corinthians 4:2).
& things. « Faithfulness is

» Those stewardships  carried out by
are varied from one continuing in
person tothe next &  fellowship with
they vary over time & dependence
for each person. on the Lord.
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