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Three topics
* Luke 12:49-59 are 1) The nature of

all quotes of Jesus’ Jesus’ 1st & 2nd
words with no other comings
people referred to 2) Understanding
or quoted. the times

* In this passage 3) Prefer settling
Jesus addresses out of court

three primary topics:

These topics are presented in a manner similarto
the book of Proverbs &the Sermon on the Mount.
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Thousands came, but
only dozens half understood
* In Luke 12:1 we * But those Jews

read that thousands who understood
ofthe Israelitescame & also believed

to Jesus, but in the did not understand
end it would be clear  the gospel of

that only dozens substitution:
understood & « That Christ would
embraced the die in our place,
gospel of the be buried & rise

kingdom. from the dead.
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4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the
staff on their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, as
at the battle of Midian. 5 For every boot of the booted
warrior in the battle tumult, and cloak rolled in blood,
will be for burning, fuel for the fire. 6

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no
end to the increase of His government or of peace, on
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish
it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from
then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will accomplish this.
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The Tribulation
& Second Coming

* The Tribulation + At Christ’s Second
period, which will Coming He will
last seven years, defend Israel
will be a time of against her
the wrath of God enemies.

& of the Lamb « Those who survive
(Revelation 6:16; to the end of the
14:19) against Tribulation period
those who have will be saved

turned down grace. (Matthew 24:13).
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Already kindled

» As the eternal Son  + Butin this verse
of God, He saw all & the next we read
times as the about Jesus making
present. time-based state-

- John 8:58, ments, because He
" .before Abraham  added humanity to
was born, | AM." His deity.

Jesus was talking about wishing for the
judgment to come & in the next verse
anticipating the bearing of our sins.
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“‘Baptism”
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A baptism to undergo

» This is literally, “...a + Since the basic
baptism with which meaning of baptism
| am baptized...”. is immersion, Jesus

- Jesus is referringto IS saying that He
His payment onthe  Will be immersed
cross for our sins. in agony for us.

From eternity past on into eternity future, the
Father & the Son have had perfect fellowship
with one another. For several hours on the
cross, that perfect fellowship would be broken.
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Do not think that | came to bring peace on

the earth; | did not come to bring peace, but a sword.
35 For | came to set a man against his father, and a

daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law

against her mother-in-law; 36 and a man's enemies

will be the members of his household.

Luke 2:13-14

And suddenly there appeared with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying,

14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men with whom He is pleased."
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United in Christ,
but...

» Scripture makes
clear that we who
believe are united
in Christ:

* We are in Christ
& Christ is in us,
& we have been
baptized into the
body of Christ by
the Holy Spirit.

* But the Bible

reveals absolute,
singular, knowable
truth.

And the Bible
makes absolute,
singular, knowable
claims about who
Christ is & what He
alone has done.

The Bible records
that Christ makes
such claims regard-
ing Himself.
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Jesus said to him, "l am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father but
through Me."

John 14:6 expanded & explained

Jesus said to Thomas+, "I, being deity, am the
singular way, and the singular truth, and the
singular life; no one comes to the Father but
through Me."

+ Who, three days later would not believe the
ten other disciples that Christ had resurrected.
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Christ isn’'t negotiable

» Since Jesus Christ  + And that the refusal
claimed to be deity, of God’s gracious
& the 2nd person salvation offered
of the Trinity, & the exclusively through
onlyway, truth & life, Christ will absolute-
& to be the only way Iy have eternal &

to have access to totally irreversible
the Father, & that consequences...

allwho dontever .+ That's really going
believe will die to divide peop|e -

in their sins... even families!
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Christ also isn't. ..

 Christ is not » Christ is not just
an avatar, one a good example
of a series of for us to follow.
emanations from » Christ is not a
impersonal deity. myth or a legend

« Christ is not just or a fable or a
one of many made-up fantasy
paths to God. story.

Christ is the eternal Son of God who became a
man, & who died for our sins, was buried & rose
again. He came once & He’s coming again.
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A cloud

* Winds coming from
the west in Israel
come off of the
Mediterranean,
carrying moisture
in the clouds, which,
on rising on the land
cools the air mass &
causes it to rain.

» This pattern is
common enough
that everyone would
know that clouds
coming in from the
west would indicate
that it was going to
rainwhen the clouds
moved overhead.
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The desert in the south
* The desert in the » So this pattern

southern part of also was common
Israel is called enough that most
the Negev. everyone knew

« Winds which that a wind from
would come from the south meant
the south, then, that dry air was
would tend to be movingin, & it

dryer & hotter. would be hot.
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This present time

» This present time » The Sadducees

was the time that did not believe
Christ, the Messiah, in a Messiah.
presented Himself  « The Pharisees

to the people of thought the Messiah
Israel, but only a would favor them.
verytm;]evrl\_I'vould « Many others just
see that He was liked the free food,

the long-promised

Messiah. healthcare, & those

stirring speeches.
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The gospel of the kingdom
» John the Baptist » Christ came

had been Christ’s proclaiming the
herald, proclaiming gospel of the
the gospel of the kingdom to the

kingdom, & that one people of Israel in
greater than he was the land of Israel
coming — pointing (Matthew 4:23;

to Christ. 9:35).

The fulfillment of the gospel of the kingdom
relates to Christ’s second coming & His kingdom.
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And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up;
and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the
Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found
the place where it was written [quoting Isaiah 61:1-2a],

18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set free those who are oppressed,

19 to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord."

20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and
sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on
Him. 21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing."
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Thousands of Jews did believe

» Thousands of Jews + But after the Holy
did ultimately come Spirit was sent:

to believe: « In Acts 21:20, Dr.

¢ Three thousand of Luke wrote, "You
them on the day of see, brother, how
Pentecost (Acts 2). many thousands

« For nearly a decade  there are among
most of the church the Jews of those
consisted of Jews. who have believed. ..

Then those who had half-understood
came to understand more completely.
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Hypocrites!

» Jesus calls the * They refused in
ones who had not their hearts to
recognized Him ‘connect the dots’
as the Messiah, about Christ being

“Hypocrites!”. Why?  the Messiah — quite
« Because while they  Willfully rejecting

could ‘connect the Him, & resisting the
dots’ regarding ministry of the Holy
earthly winds & Spirit in their hearts

weather... (Acts 7:51).
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Prefer settling thing nearly identical
outof court &..  in Matthew 5:25, 26.

» But why did Jesus
say this right here?

» Because just like
people should be
able to see where
a lawsuit for debts
is heading, they
should also be
able to see God’s
judgment coming
& do the right thing.

» Jesus told the Jews
to prefer settling out
of court, before
taking the matter
before the judge
& being put into
Roman debtor’s
prison, which was
a very awful place
to end up.
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Don’t worry, but

observe & think & pray ahead

* We've already heard -+ But there is a valid
Jesus’ message not place for reading
toworry (earlier in the spiritual signs
Luke chapter 12). & thinking ahead.

We are not to worry, but we are to pray.
We are not to worry, but we are to look
at the spiritual signs & the indicators
& to think about the outcomes, while
we still have a chance to change the
outcome. And that means thinking &
praying ahead, but not worrying ahead.
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Don’t worry, but do
remember the stewardships

« As we look to 2016, <+ While churches

let's keep in mind often use the word
that every day in it stewardship with

is entrusted to us respect to money

by the Lord as a & physical assets,
stewardship — God entrusts us with
every day, every many stewardships,
relationship, every which start with our
person God has relationship with Him

placed in our lives. & then with others.
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Don’t worry, but do
remember your spiritual resources

* Prayer. Ask the
Lord for wisdom
& every other
provision, thank
Him for everything
& praise Him.

» Spirit. the Holy
Spirit will teach &
lead us, but not in

a spiritual vacuum.

* His word: God’s

word will tell us
about many things,
directingusto a
focus on Christ.

Other believers:
God will use other
believers in our
lives, including
older believers.



[image: image31.png]


[image: image32.png]



Luke 12:1-59
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