[image: image1.png]Luke 13:18 « From His question,

however, we come

A rhetorical to understand that
question His parables were
to present some-
+ Jesus uses a thing ‘like’ the
rhetorical question kingdom of God
to introduce His - something that
telling of parables. can be compared.

Jesus could see the kingdom of God
as if it were in the present, but He was

making illustrations of the kingdom to
bring understanding to those listening.
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The kingdom

» Though some have + The term ‘kingdom
viewed the terms of heaven’ is only
‘kingdom of God’ used in Matthew,
& ‘kingdom of written to the Jews,
heaven’ as having since the Jews
different meanings, would hesitate to
we see them as say the name of
having the same God for fear that
meaning. it might be in vain.

|

A supplement explains our understanding.
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Jewish cultural expressions

* The Jews had an e Several

expression, “Small Old Testament

as a mustard seed”, passages use the
so Jesus used that symbol of a tree,
cultural expression sometimes with

to say how small birds in it, to picture
would be the start a kingdom: Judges
for the kingdom, 9:7-15; Psalm
there in Christ’s 104:12-13; Ezekiel

first coming. 17:22-24; 31:3-14.
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The parable of the mustard seed

* The mustard seed » The beginnings of
is small, & yet over the kingdom at the

time it can grow to time of Christ’s first
be large — much, coming were small
much larger than with little apparent

the mustard seed. significance.

Yet the kingdom of God on earth will
grow to global & cosmic significance
by the start of the millennial kingdom.



[image: image6.png]Ephesians 1:9-10 Expanded & Explained

He, the Father, made known to us in the
Church, through the apostles and prophets,
the previously unrevealed mystery of His will,
according to His kind intention which He, the
Father, purposed in Christ 10 from the plan
and perspective of God’s administration of

all things, which we now know includes the
Church, toward the full completion and final
stage of the earthly times, that is, the summing
up and bringing into submission of all things in
Christ in the Millennial Kingdom, including all
the things in the heavens and things on the
earth.



[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]Luke 13:20-21

The parable of the leaven

* While leaven can » Just like the yeast

be a symbol of evil in the dough makes
in Jewish thinking, the bread rise, the
that is not always developing of the
the case (Leviticus kingdom happens
7:13; 23:15-18), & as an unseen

it seems to have a process, but

good connotation eventually has

in this context. visible results.

| God’s process in us is not visible either. |
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Invisible processes in us

« We're not Israel & ¢ So there are some

our hope is not in invisible things that
the land of Israel. do not change once
« But what God has we’re saved, & also
done in us when there are things that
we first believed, &  God does intend to
the processes that change over time, a
He is carrying out process of growth &
in us are invisible & being conformed

as well. & transformed.
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Everything will be
summed up in Christ

* When it seems like + At the right time,
the world is getting Christ died for us.

crazier & crazier, & .« At the right time the

when it seems like Father will tell the
evil is gaining the Son, “Go get your
upper hand, keep bride.”

in mind that God'’s

ultimate purposes Christ will come
will not be stopped. again — with us

| “...conformed to the image of His Son...” |

+ At the right time
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Ministry in mind

» Jesus was going » Jesus continues to
about from town to carry on ministry all
town & city to city, the way to the cross

telling people what & beyond.
theyneededtohear, . He takes the time to

even to those who visit small towns &
would not respond to talk to individuals
favorably to His & even small
message. groups.

And He heads intentionally toward Jerusalem.
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Keeping an appointment

* He headstoward » Jesus has an
Jerusalem on appointment to
purpose, even keep there in
though - & He Jerusalem &
knows — that just outside
there He will of the city
be crucified. walls.

Jesus will keep His appointment because
He loves you & He loves me, & everyone
on the planet from Adam to the last one born.




[image: image14.png]Luke 13:23-24

As for you...

» The question was » Jesus answered
about whether just it with personal
a few would be application, in that
saved, as opposed He told them that
to the common they should strive
Jewish idea that to enter the narrow
all Jews would door, implying that
be saved, & that only a few would
Abraham would be saved — a ‘yes’

guarantee it. answer.
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Christ is the narrow door

» Though the focus
in Christ’s earthly
ministry was often
entrance to God’s
kingdom, Christ is
always the narrow
door, & notthe wide
entrance that so
many take.

The wide door
looks like many
other things, but
all of them are
something or
someone other
than Christ.

Christ is the
only way in.



[image: image16.png]


[image: image17.png]Luke 12:36; 13:25

When he comes & knocks

¢ The custom in » That is why Jesus,
biblical times was knocks & speaks
to knock on the at the same time in
door & say who Revelation 3:20, in
you were at the the message to the
same time. church at Laodicea.

Revelation 3:20

'Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, | will come

in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.
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Hanging around doesn’t count!

» Jesus says that » Hanging around
‘hanging around’ with other Christians
Him doesn’t count. won’t do it, nor will

« It didn’t then & it just coming into a
won’t count now, church building, nor
either. trying to behave like

« People continue to a Christian.
make that same ¢ You know Him & He
mistake, today_ knows you by faith.

We who believe & are in Christ, are from heaven.




[image: image19.png]The centurion with great faith: Matthew 8:10-13

Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and
said to those who were following, "Truly | say
to you, | have not found such great faith with
anyone in Israel. 11 | say to you that many will
come from east and west, and recline at the
table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven; 12 but the sons of the
kingdom will be cast out into the outer
darkness; in that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth." 13 And Jesus said to
the centurion, "Go; it shall be done for you as
you have believed." And the servant was
healed that very moment.
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The Messiah's banquet

» Christ is referring e Abraham, Isaac &

to those who are Jacob will be there
at the Messiah’s as men of faith.
banquet at the « But just being in
beginning of the their genealogical
millennial kingdom line won’t guarantee
(Isaiah 25:6; 65:13-  presence there nor

14; Matthew 8:11). rank.
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Surprise!

» The Sadducees did + But the Pharisees
not even believe in assumed that the
a Messiah, though Messiah was going
they had great to give them the
ranking in Israel. highest rank of all.

* The Pharisees * When Jesus did
did believe in not speak well of
a Messiah, a the Pharisees
descendent they rejected

of David. Him outright.
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Present order
may not be future order

» Jesus was saying » Being well regarded

that the present now, & even being
order & ranking publically regarded
may not be the as spiritual will not
same order & guarantee a great
ranking in the ranking & reward
kingdom to in heaven, or that

come. one will go there.
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King of Judea This is the part of the
ora BC Herod family that shows
2:1-37,912-19,22; up in the gospel of Luke
Luke 1:5
His Wives:
Malthace Cleopatra
|
Herod Antipas Herod Herod Philip Il
4 BC-39 AD Tetrarch Archelaus 4BC-34 AD
of Galilee & Perea 4 BC-6 AD Tetrarch of lturea,
Matthew 14:1,3,6,9; Ethnarch of Trachonitis,
Mark 6:14,16-22,25- Judea, Gaularitis,
27, Luke 3:1-19; 9:7- Samaria & Auranitis &
9; 13:32-33 Idumea Batanaea
Matthew 3:22 Matthew 14:3;
Mark 6:17;

Luke 3:1,19
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The Pharisees were lying!

e Earlierin Jesus’ » Later, Herod Antipas
ministry Herod hoped Jesus would
Antipas wanted perform a miracle
to see Jesus for him but He did
(Luke 9:9). not (Luke 23:8).

Though Herod Antipas mocked Jesus (Luke
23:11), Herod passed on the opportunity to
have Jesus killed very shortly afterward.
Plus, if they wanted Jesus dead they could
have told Herod’s men where Jesus was.




[image: image25.png]Luke 13:32-33 » But in the culture
Go & tell of Jesus’ day it
was considered an
that fox... insignificant animal.
» Jesus spoketothe . Jesus walked in
Pharisees as ifthey  the light, but foxes
were In communica-  huynted in the dark.
tion with Herod « So Jesus said

Antipas. this threat from the
« Afoxwas &is a Pharisees was not
predator, & in our going to thwart His
culture is often plans to go to
thought of as Jerusalem, after

‘cunning’ or ‘sly’. more miracles.
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Perish in Jerusalem

» Jesus is telling them + When we examined

that He would die
upon reaching
Jerusalem.

» He refers to Himself
in this passage as a
prophet, & He was
indeed prophesying
about His death in
Jerusalem.

Luke 11:45-52 we
saw the pattern of
the Jews always
persecuting the
prophets, especially
in & around the city
of Jerusalem & then
upgrading their
tombs afterwards.
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Double names!

* Double names here + Jesus, speaking
are not a good sign! from His deity,

+ Jesus speaks of compares His
when a mother hen, ~ desire over the
on threat of danger centuries to protect
to her chicks, would ~ Jerusalem, but the

gather them under people would not
her wings for come under His

protection. divine protection.
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Left to you desolate

* Your house is left * The temple would

to you desolate be gone in 70 AD.
means that they + The Sadducees,
would lose every- Essenes & the court
thing they had in of Shammai — gone!

the land of Israel, « Many thousands of

centered in the Jews in Jerusalem
city of Jerusalem. & Israel killed!

Those not killed in this great tragedy
were scattered away from Jerusalem.
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“Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord!”

« The words above ¢ Psalm 113 to 118

come from Psalm was known as the
118:26, & were in ‘Hallel’, & these
fact said shortly words were sung
thereafter upon as the Jewish
Jesus’ so-called people ascended
‘triumphal entry’ towards Jerusalem
into Jerusalem. at feast times.

But the words were sung at the feast times
in anticipation of the coming of the Messiah!
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We are to look for
Christ’'s coming for us

» The Jews who have -+ By the time that

their hearts in the Christ comes again
right place will look with us, we will

forward to Christ’s have been with Him
coming again — in the heavenlies in
to Jerusalem! new bodies 7 years.

So we are not to be looking for His second
coming, but for His coming for us to take us
to be with Him — our blessed hope (Titus 2:13).
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for
us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and
to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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