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Carry his own cross & come after Me

» This sounds very » But is it the right
unselfish & devoted thing for us, in the
to Christ, doesn’t it? body of Christ, to do?

* For those who * |f we were to do
are underthe Law, these things in our
& the rabbinical church body, now,
traditions of the it would set aside
first century, in part of what Christ
Israel, it was the died on the cross

right thing to do! to accomplish!
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The Messiah's banquet

» Christ is referring e Abraham, Isaac &

to those who are Jacob will be there,
at the Messiah’s as men of faith.
banquet at the « This banquet will
beginning of the include believing
millennial kingdom Jews & Gentiles

(Isaiah 25:6; 65:13-  who survive the
14; Matthew 8:11). Tribulation.

And we in the body of Christ will be there
at that meal, too, as the Messiah’s bride.
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A parable about
the Messiah’s banquet

» So Jesus tells a » Jesus’ parables are
parable about the not like the fables of
Messiah’s banquet. Aesop, who would

« Like Jesus’ other use a race between
parables, this one a tortoise & a hare
is a story about to illustrate a point.
something that » And the meaning
is feasible & is of the parable was

fairly common. often veiled to some.
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So what is He saying?

* Inthis parable, God + The ‘kingdom’

the Father is the is called ‘the
man who is hosting kingdom of God'.
the dinner. « Christ is called

« The slave or servant God'’s servant
who is calling for in both the Old &
people to come New Testaments
to the banquet (Isaiah 42:1 &

is Jesus. Matthew 12:18).
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They all began making excuses

* As a summary » So Jesus gives
statement, the three examples
many who had of the kinds of
been invited began excuses that
making excuses people offered,
just when the & were apparently
preparations for typical excuses,
the dinner were revealing their

complete. priorities.
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They had responded
with a ‘yes’ earlier

» The customs of » So these are giving
the time would have  a lousy last minute
meant that these excuse for not going
whom the servant even though they
went to had earlier had said ‘yes’
responded to the before when the
invitation with invitation first
a'yes’. came to them.

These people had essentially
turned down a second invitation.
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The purchase of land & oxen

* When one makes * Most farmers would
a purchase of land have only one ox or
& oxen, those are perhaps two, so five
examined carefully yoke (10 oxen) is a
before the purchase, lot of oxen to buy
so these are both without examining
bogus excuses. the animals before.

So these excuses would definitely
be taken as an insult to the host, & these
are typical of all of the many excuses.
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How about the marriage?

* Weddings were » But to make matters
typically planned worse, after giving
for a year after the a bogus excuse of
engagement was ‘I have married
set in place. a wife”, it was not

« Soin view of that, followed by, ‘Please
having given a ‘yes’  €xcuse me’, but
answer to the by just a blunt &
invitation, this rude, *l cannot

excuse is bogus. come”.
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The excuses reveal
values & priorities

» Bogus excuses » Since this parable is

about land, oxen
& marriage reveal
that these invitees
didn’t value the
dinner invitation
very highly, nor
their word, nor did
they have a good

sense of priorities.

about the kingdom,
& the yet future
kingdom is earthly
& spiritual, & the
excuses, though
bogus, are near
term, these people
are all spiritually
‘near-sighted’.
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Go out at once

* The host was » So the host sent out
angry because all His servant to those
of the excuses were  who were typically
bogus & therefore considered of low
insulting, & dinner social rank: the poor
preparations were and crippled and
made based on blind and lame
their earlier ‘yes’ (same words as
answers to the in Luke 14:13,

invitation. last Sunday).
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Highways & hedges
* The ‘highways’ in * And the Jews built

New Testament stone fences, but
times were often didn’t generally
built by or at least plant hedges, so
upgraded by the these would imply
Romans. ‘Gentile lands’.

To ‘compel’ them to come in was not
‘make them come against their will’,
but rather to urge them to come.
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OK... Who are these people?

» The ones who » And the ‘the poor
were invited to the and crippled and
banquet initially blind and lame’ are
were the leaders the Jews whom the
of the Jews, & Pharisees view as
most particularly having gotten that
the well-respected way because some-
Pharisees. body has sinned.

The ones out on the highways & hedges
are Jews & Gentiles in Gentile lands.
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A rabbi & His disciples

* But the rabbis * So Jesus’ words
would challenge here were typical
their disciples for of rabbis, & the
full commitment, rabbi’s disciples
counting the cost were those who
in advance, etc. followed him.

A Jew might be observant & godly-
minded & believing, but not be
the disciple of a rabbi.
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There are disciples with rabbis
& disciples without rabbis

¢ The Jews had a set

of traditions about
rabbis & disciples &
Jesus sometimes
followed those
traditions & He
sometimes went
against them, but
the focus was the
Law of Moses.

< But in the book

of Acts, we find
that both Jews

& Gentiles who
became Christian
believers were all
called disciples,
even if they were
brand new
believers.
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We stand in grace,
the reigning principle

» As the apostle e So, forus, it is
Paul made clearin God’s intent that
Romans 5:2 & 21, we see how God
we in the body of desires that we in
Christ stand in the body of Christ,
grace, which God who have a different

has made to be the standing before God,
reigning principle for are to live life very
the body of Christ. differently.

| “...you are not under law but under grace.” |
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What!? Jesus teaching hate!?

* This is a Jewish * The Jews were to
figure of speech honor & be respect-
that means that ful to their parents,
one’s devotion as required by the
to his rabbi is Law of Moses, so
so great that by Jesus would not be
comparison his teaching that the
love for family people should

seems like hate. hate family.
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We love, because He first loved us.

For church age believers, who are all disciples
of Christ, the One with whom we are seated, &
the One who indwells each of us, we love Him,
because He first loved us. We love others,
including those in the body of Christ,

because He first loved us. Our love

for Him & for others is responsive to

His love for us.
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Continuing with
the Messiah’s banquet

» Jesus continues * And Jesus speaks
with the Messiah’s of the Messiah’s
banquet theme in banquet in Luke
Luke 14:16-24. 12:37; chapter 13,

« In biblical times & in both last
a new ruler would Sunday’s passage
put on a banquet as well aSItOday’S
for the people of passage, in Luke

his kingdom. 14:16-24.



[image: image19.png]There is one sense in which Luke 9:23 & 14:27
had direct application to the apostles & ourselves:

1 Corinthians 15:30-31

30 Why are we also in danger every hour?
31 | affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you
which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, / die daily.

2 Corinthians 4:7-12

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the
surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from
ourselves; 8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in
the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may
be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are constantly
being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death
works in us, but life in you.
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But for us in the body of Christ

e For us, who are in « We were identified
the body of Christ, with Christ in His

God has already death, burial, &
taken care of the resurrection &
need to deny our- we are called to
selves, pick up our faith in those

cross &follow Jesus!  spiritual facts!

So it’s not what happens with my cross
that matters, but rather what God has
already accomplished on Christ’s cross.
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"l have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.”

- My ‘self has been crucified!
- | was crucified on His cross!

- Living each day means more
than just ‘following Jesus’ by
my most dedicated self effort!
- It is Christ living His life in &
through me that God intends!
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A tower

» Watchtowers were  + So building a

used in biblical watchtower would
times to watch typically require a
out for predators rock platform,

& animals that vertical wood
might eat the crops, members, &
invading armies a roof structure,
or groups of thugs, which would

& to oversee the provide shade &

workers & harvest. weather protection.
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Can | finish?

* Inlsrael, being a » But among the
disciple was a Jews, not finish-
special calling ing anything that
& assignment, everyone knew
according to you had begun
the traditions would be cause
of the Jews. for ridicule.

So seeing ahead of time that a person is
able to finish as a Jewish disciple
would be very important.
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Can | win?

* Aking who is badly + Can a Jew who is
outnumbered had pondering being a
better know that in disciple successfully
advance, rather complete the course
than take a huge prescribed by the
loss, & perhaps rabbi, or will he be
lose his own life. overwhelmed?

The church age believer is in a different
position than these Jews Jesus is
challenging (Acts 9:1).
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Did Jesus’ disciples

give up all of their possessions?

e The record is clear

* So what did Jesus
that though the 12 110 \
disciples,g11 of mean by ‘give up’?

whom would soon  * He meant that

be apostles, did the attachment to
not give up every material things must
single possession. not tabke_ P”ﬁ'r_lty

. : over being His
Jhey stll owned disciple, & that does

have application to

Jesus will tell them us in the church.

to buy a sword.
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The salt

* The Latin word » Salty rocks were
from which we get used for all these
our word ‘salary’ purposes, but were
meant ‘salt money’. thrown out into the

+ Salt was valued, & roadway when most
used for seasoning, of the salt had been
as a preservative, leached out of them
& as an antiseptic. by repeated use.

The Jews were to have a good influence
on the rest of world — the Gentile nations
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"Pay attention to Me, O My people, [Israel]
And give ear to Me, O My nation; [Israel]
For a law will go forth from Me,

And | will set My justice

for a light of the peoples. [Gentiles]

5 My righteousness is near,

My salvation has gone forth,

And My arms will judge the peoples; [Gentiles]
The coastlands will wait for Me,

And for My arm they will wait expectantly.”
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"Arise, shine; for your light has come,
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 "For behold, darkness will cover the earth
And deep darkness the peoples; [Gentiles]
But the Lord will rise upon you
And His glory will appear upon you.
3 "Nations [Gentiles] will come to your light,
And kings to the brightness of your rising."
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He who has ears to hear,

let him hear

* These words are « “He who has an ear,
similar to the words let him hear what
at the end of each the Spirit says to
message to the the churches.”
churche_s of Revelation 2:7
Revelation « Obviously, the
chapters people listening
2&3. have physical ears.

But Jesus is talking about
the spiritual sense of hearing.




[image: image30.png]In the same way Scripture says we
that we have five & have the ‘analog’
senses in the of these five in the

physical realm... spiritual realm!
give the body information through

by using by using by using

VAN

by using

by u'sing

?‘




[image: image31.png]The five senses in the physical realm
have an ‘analog’ in the spiritual realm:

Hebrews 2:9; Hebrews 12:2
“we see Him”; “looking unto Jesus”

Hebrews 6:4, 5
“tasted of the heavenly gift...
tasted the good word of God”

Hebrews 5:11-14,
“dull of hearing...”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16,
“the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him”

Ephesians 4:19,
“being past feeling”



[image: image32.png]PHYSICAL REALM SPIRITUAL REALM

FIVE FIVE
SENSES SENSES
BRAIN = - --S0UL

A BIBLICAL PHYSICAL / SPIRITUAL ANATOMY
|




Luke 9:23; 14:27
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