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Lost things that are found
» Chapter 15 of Dr. * In Luke 15:7-10

Luke’s gospel has Jesus tells another
three parables of parable, of a lost
lost things that coin that is found.
are found: « And in Luke 15:11-
* In Luke 15:3-6 30 Jesus tells the
Jesus tells the parable of the
parable of the lost prodigal son

sheep that is found. who returns.

| We will cover Luke 15:11-30 next Sunday. |
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Guilty by association

* In New Testament « Now was Jesus
times, ‘tax collectors  actually a glutton
and sinners’ was an & a drunkard as the

expression among Pharisees claimed?
the Jews for those « He was not, in

who were morally fact, a glutton & a
the very worst: drunkard, but was
Matthew 9:10, 11; willing to associate
11:19; Mark 2:15, with tax collectors &
16; Luke 5:30; sinners for the sake

7:34;15:1. of ministry to them.
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Jesus associated with
the tax collectors & sinners

* Matthew 9:10, 11, * It was by that

11:19; Mark 2:15, association that
16; Luke 5:30; Jesus ended up
7:34: 15:1 make it calling Matthew,
clear that Jesus the tax collector,
most definitely to be one of His
was willing to 12 disciples &
associate with tax Matthew held a

collectors & sinners. dinner for Jesus.

| All of Matthew’s tax collector friends came. |
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A specific reason

* There is a specific ¢ Luke 19:10, at the

reason why Jesus end of the passage
would deliberately about Jesus &

take on opportunities  Zaccheus, says,

to spend time with "For the Son of Man
the tax collectors & has come to seek
sinners of various and to save that
categories & kinds. which was lost."

Jesus would seek to associate with these
people & He would seek to die for them.
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Pharisees & the scribes

¢ The Pharisees, the ¢ The Pharisees had

ones admired by similarly-minded
most of the Jewish ‘friends’ among
culture in Israel, the scribes, who
were the Jewish were also called
missionaries out the teachers of
into the then-known the law & also
world as well. lawyers.

The scribes were the ones who copied the books
of the Old Testament, & kept the genealogical
records, & other public & private records.
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Pharisee thinking

* The Pharisees
despised the tax
collectors so much
that they reasoned
that it was allowed
to bearfalse witness
(that is, to lie) to
a tax collector in
order to preserve
personal property.

The Pharisees also
had a saying, “Let
not a man associate
with the wicked,
even to bring him
near to the Law.”

So Jesus’ thinking
was not in line with
Pharisee thinking
at all.



[image: image7.png]Luke 15:2; 19:1-10

Grumble, grumble, grumble
¢ The Pharisees & ¢ The Greek word

their friends the translated ‘grumble’
scribes began to is meant to imitate
grumble about the sound of people
Jesus’ receiving grumbling.

& eating with + The Jews will all
these tax grumble once more
collectors when Jesus is social
& sinners. with Zaccheus.

| And Zaccheus is a chief tax collector! |
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Jesus tells them a parable

+ If Jesus’ listeners * A hundred sheep

did have sheep, would have been
they could seen as a modest
easily relate amount of sheep.
to this parable, « But if just one of
but even if they the hundred sheep
did not they had was lost, then any
likely seen or keeper of the sheep
known those would find & rescue

who kept sheep. the lost one.
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Don’t worry about the ninety nine!

» Perhaps you’re » For a flock of a
asking the question, hundred sheep
“But what about the there would often

ninety nine sheep be from two to four
that are being left shepherds.
behind? Aren't + So one to three
they being put shepherds would
atrisk by leaving remain with the

them alone?” other 99 sheep.
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Who is lost?

¢ So the Pharisees’
little bit of wisdom,
“Let not a man
associate with the
wicked, even to
bring him near
to the Law”
valued sheep
more than
people.

But amazingly, Jesus
spends time on these
Pharisees & scribes
who are indeed lost,
but don’t know it.

So Jesus tells them
three parables about
a lost sheep, a lost
coin, & a lost son - &
all of them are found!
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When he has found it
» So the keeper of * The keeper of the

the sheep found sheep is privately
the one lost sheep rejoicing as he
& put it over his takes the sheep
shoulders. back to be with

« The sheep would the rest of the flock
be safe & not have ~ Wwhere it belongs.

to expend any more <« He then asks his
energy, likely having friends & neighbors
become exhausted. to rejoice with him.
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| have found my sheep

» This part of the » Talking to all of the
parable tells us that friends & neighbors
the keeper of the about the one lost
sheep had been sheep, going out &
talking to his friends finding that sheep &
& neighbors about then rejoicing says
the lost sheep. that sheep is valued.

A sheep that is lost is not to be simply
‘written off’, but is to be pursued. But
Jesus isn't just telling us a sheep story.
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Sheep =
lost sinner

» The sheep is
the lost sinner.

» The shepherd who
goes after the lost

sheep is Jesus, who

has said that He is

the Good Shepherd

(John 10:1-18).

¢ The Old Testament

pictures God as the
Shepherd of Israel
(Psalm 23; 80:1).

The Pharisees &
scribes would never
picture themselves
as lost, however,
but rather the ones
who distance them-
selves from those
who are lost.

But this parable also conveys
the value of ministry to individuals.
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Save Your people and bless Your inheritance;
Be their shepherd also, and carry them forever.

Isaiah 40:11

Like a shepherd He will tend His flock,
In His arm He will gather the lambs
And carry them in His bosom;

He will gently lead the nursing ewes.
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Now the God of peace, who brought up from
the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
even Jesus our Lord...

1 Peter 2:25

For you were continually straying like sheep,
but now you have returned to the Shepherd
and Guardian of your souls.

1 Peter 5:4

And when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
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Lost one of ten coins

¢ This coin is the « Some have

Greek drachma, suggested that this
which is roughly was the woman’s
equivalent in value dowry, which would
to the Roman have been worn on
denarius - a her head or on a
day’s wage necklace, but that
for a laborer is not clear from

or a soldier. the context.
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Coins in the floor

» Coins being lost » Cobblestone floors
in or on the floor had cracks between
was actually fairly them, & dirt was
common, & some easily blown &
people hid them tracked in, so
under the floor as to cover
intentionally. a coin.

Sweeping would uncover a coin lost in
dirt, & would be more likely to dislodge
a coin stuck in a crack between cobbles.
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Lights a lamp

» Houses had small
windows if they had
any windows at all.

« Anin some areas in
Israel the available
rock to make walls
& floors was dark
basalt.

» Sotofind a lost coin
required a lamp.

The woman would
sweep & move the
lamp along as she
swept until she
found the coin.

The implication

is that this woman
was not wealthy,
since she searched
carefully.
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Rejoice with me!

» Rather than the
negative grumbling
that the Pharisees &
scribes had shown,
this parable & the
one before had the
friends & neighbors
being invited to
rejoice in what was
lost being found.

So the call to rejoice
again showed the
opposite of what the
Pharisees & scribes
were doing.

The Pharisees &
scribes were not
prominently pictured
in this parable, but
soon they will be.
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A similar parable to this one was common
among the Jews of Jesus' day. However, in the
Jewish parable, the moral was that a person
should search the Torah more diligently than
this woman searched for her lost coin, since
Torah study would yield an eternal reward,

not just earthly enjoyment.

However, the Jewish parable taught the merit
of works, whereas Jesus' parable taught the
compassion of Christ the Savior & the joy in
heaven over the salvation of the lost — one
by one.
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One

* In both evangelism + But Jesus is telling
& in shepherding & us about the value
teaching, people of the individual.
tend to think about * He usua”y healed
numbers & statistics peop|e one at a

& efficiency & time, & He gave
effectiveness. individuals His time.

Over the centuries, God has saved millions of
people, one at a time. And as we have been
saying of late, you specifically & personally
have God’s undivided attention.
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The angels of God

» Jesus said that
there is joy in the
presence of the
angels of God over
even one sinner
who repents — that
is, changes their
mind so as to
end in belief.

The angels, like us,
are created spiritual
beings.

But unlike us, the
angels do not seem
to have any means
of salvation made
available to them,
as we do.
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& to save

» Luke 19:10, at the
end of the passage
about Jesus &
Zaccheus, says,

"For the Son of Man

has come to seek
and to save that
which was lost."

Salvation has
multiple dimensions
for us in the body
of Christ:

« Saved from the

penalty of sin &
grace-given our
position.

Saved from the
power of sin.

Saved from the
presence of sin.
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