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Grumbling & three parables

» Jesus was among » Butthe Pharisees

the tax collectors & & scribes were
sinners, & it was grumbling that
they who had Jesus received
come to hear & ate with men
what Jesus & women such
had to say. as these.

So Jesus proceeded to tell them three parables:
1) The sheep that is lost & found, 2) the coin that
is lost & found, & 3) the son that is lost & found.
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Understanding this parable
is by cultural norms

* As Jesus told * It is not that these
this parable, He events & behaviors
portrayed the never happened,
younger son, but they were the
the father, & the exception, & they
younger son as were seen as shock-
acting against the ing when they
cultural norms. did happen.

As we step our way through this parable,
we’ll highlight those shocking behaviors.
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He said WHAT to his father?

» The younger son * In the Jewish
of the two, who culture of the day,
would traditionally this would be the
inherit 1/3 of the equivalent of saying
estate, asked for to the father, “I wish
his inheritance to be you were dead!”, as
given to him while inheritance was not

his father was alive. given until death.

Such an insult would be refused, & the son might
be beaten & likely cut off from his inheritance.
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The implication is...

* What Jesus saidin  * And he even gave

verse 13 was that the son the legal
the father actually rights to convert
complied with the his portion of the
demand of the estate into cash!
younger son, & + This is very, very
divided up the shocking to hear!
property as the - What father would
younger son allow his son to do
had asked.

things such as this?
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10 "I, the Lord, am your God, Who brought you
up from the land of Egypt; open your mouth
wide and | will fill it.

11 "But My people did not listen to My voice,
And Israel did not obey Me. 12 So | gave them
over to the stubbornness of their heart, to walk
in their own devices. 13 Oh that My people
would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My
ways! 14 | would quickly subdue their enemies
and turn My hand against their adversaries."
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For even though they knew God, they did not honor
Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile
in their speculations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became
fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorrupt-
ible God for an image in the form of corruptible man
and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling
creatures.

24a Therefore God gave them over in
the lusts of their hearts...

26a For this reason God gave them over to
degrading passions...

28ab And just as they did not see fit to acknow-
ledge God any longer, God gave them over to

a depraved mind...
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Then the very worst happened

» Jesus quickly » The younger
moves on to, son proceeds to
“he squandered squander his estate
his estate with with loose living —
loose living”. likely drinking &

« After making binge eating &
avery serious prOStltUteS.
error in asking * There is no thought
for & cashing in to preserving his

his inheritance... part of the estate.
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Bad to lose ones assets to Gentiles

» The young man’s * The Jews also
behavior would considered it really,
certainly be seen really bad to lose
as worthy of stoning ones assets to
(Deuteronomy 21:20). the Gentiles.

So this young man really, really blew
it big time in the eyes of the Pharisees.
But the young man is about to get even

worse in the eyes of the Pharisees, & he
will be driven by adverse circumstances.
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Severe famine

¢ Just when the son ¢ The famine is said

had thrown all his to be severe, which
assets to the wind, means that food is
having traded it for really hard to come
cheap thrills, then by, & when it is, the
it gets worse: cost is really high.
severe famine « Things could
strikes this land. hard|y get worse.

| But they will get worse... |
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This country isn’t Israel

» The job that he * The Jewish Talmud
landed was feeding says, “Cursed is the
swine — pigs! man who raises

 So this is not swine, and cursed
Israel, & at least not IS the man who
among observant teaches hIS sons
Jews, who would Greek philosophy.”
find being around » So this young man
the pigs to be was now even more

extremely vile. worse off!
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Pods
* These pods are » Another saying
likely carob pods, of the rabbis was,
which were used as “When the Israelites
animal feed & only are reduced to
eaten by very poor carob pods, then
people. they repent.”

So it would be understood by the
Pharisees, some of whom were rabbis,
that this man was about to repent,

& indeed he was ready to repent.
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A saying of the rabbis

» Another saying » That is true of this
among the rabbis son in the parable
was, “When a son Jesus is telling.
abroad becomes + He is remembering
barefoot [that is, his father's house,
becomes destitute], & even the well-
then he remembers being & feeding
the comforts of his of his father's

father's house.” servants.
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He came to his senses

» Bread was the basic + This young man
staple in the Jewish realized that his

diet, & it was the father's hired hands
eating utensil as were well-fed, while
well, being put into he was starving to

dips, sauces & pates.  death feeding pigs.

He’d be far better off as his father’s hired
hand - not even as a son — than he
would be if he stayed there feeding
the pigs while he starved to death.
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‘I have sinned against heaven”

* ‘Heaven’in * This is because of
this verse is a the Jews’ reluctance
euphemism for to say the name of
God, just like the God, for fear that
kingdom of heaven it might be said in

is a euphemism for vain (Exodus 20:7;
the kingdom of God.  Deuteronomy 5:11).

Sin against others is 1st sin against God.
It's the heavenly relationship that we
need to consider 1st, then the earthly.
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“In your sight”

* In the parable the » This young man is
father is an earthly thinking through

father, but he what he will say
represents God to his father.

in this parable, * We'll keep an
so everything is eye out for what
about relationship this young man
with God in this actually says to

parable. his father.
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‘I am no longer worthy”

» What a recognition + So he is willing

this young man is to come humbly to

having! his father, acknow-
« He realizes that he ledging his sin

does not deserve against God &

the standing of a his father, & his

son. unworthiness.

So this young man will offer to come
back as a hired hand, just to get the food
that his father’s hired hands enjoy.
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One of your hired men

* In the culture of the + Regular hired

day & time there laborer was the
were three ranks second category,
of workers: lower than a slave.

» Highest was the » The son was going
slave, who was to offer to be the
considered part lowest level worker
of the household. — a day laborer.

As a day laborer he would have
no claims, position, or guarantees.
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The expected response of the father

+ First, a distinguish- + He also would not

ed father in that be expected to be
culture would not looking for his son
run - running is coming from far off,
considered nor go out eagerly
humiliating to meet him, after
& degrading, his son had so very
especially in massively insulted

front of others. him.



[image: image19.png]Luke 15:20-21

But instead. ..

» But instead the * While his son has a
father is looking well-rehearsed set
eagerly for the of words of confes-
return of his son. sion & an offer to

« Setting aside all some back as a
custom, propriety hired hand, the
& expected reac- father sets that

tion, the father runs all aside & even
out to meet his son. cuts it short.

|The father embraced him & kissed him. |
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Quickly
* ‘Quickly’ saysthat « Aringis to be
this assignment placed on his hand,
is top priority. & sandals are to be
« The robe to be placed on his bare
p|aced on the son feet (aﬂer his feet

istobethebestone.  are washed).

The father said, literally ‘bring the calf,
the fattened one’. He ordered a
celebration to begin. Why?
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The robe, ring & sandals

» Bringing the robe, ¢ Also, since in the

ring & sandals culture the father
quickly would be would have the best
mean that the son robe, the father was
is fully accepted saying that his son
into the family should be given the
immediately. father's own robe.

So this son who was planning on asking
to be the lowest level hired hand (a day
laborer) was immediately accepted back.




[image: image22.png]Luke 15:22-24

Dead... has come to life again
lost... has been found

» The young man, in  » The young man was

leaving as he did, lost to his father

was dead to his when he left.

father. + There was so much
» But having come that was lost...

to h_is senses & « But now on his

having retumed, return home to his

he has ‘come to father he has been

life’ as he returned. found!
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The father, the son

» This parable has » That is really the

been called, ‘the reason why Jesus is
parable of the telling this parable,
prodigal son’. to convey how

» But perhaps a immensely merciful
better name might & gracious God is,
be ‘the parable & to say that God is
of the merciful & seeking those who
gracious father’. will repent & believe.

The younger son has represented the
‘tax collectors & sinners’ who repent.
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The older son

» The older son, has  + But now we’re going

been mostly out of to see the older son
the spotlight in this in the spotlight, &
parable, so far, as see the character &
has been the case heart of the father
in the two previous shine forth in the
parables. next part.

And as the father pictures God in this
parable, the older son pictures
the Pharisees & scribes.
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He’s clueless

« As the older son ¢ So to find out he
comes in from the asks one of the
field, he is clueless servants what
as to why there is the reason
would be such for the music
a celebration & dancing
taking place. inside.

But at this moment the older son does
not enter into the house, & we’ll soon
see why that is very significant.



[image: image26.png]Luke 15:27-28

Your brother has come

» The servantsimply  « “...your father has

tells the older son killed the fattened
the truth about the calf” is a summary
younger brother’s expression about
return being the the eating, music, &
reason for the dancing to celebrate
celebration. the son’s return.

The older son’s expression of anger &
his refusal to go into the house & join
the celebration would have been
seen as a huge insult to his father.
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The older brother should have...

» According to the » Jesus is saying,
customs of the then, that the
place & time, it Pharisees should
would have been have been the ones
the older brother’s to seek reconcillia-
primary role to be tion between God &
the one reconciling the tax collectors &

the father & the son, sinners, but they
but the older brother  were refusing to
isn’t doingthat at all. take responsibility.
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The father's amazing character

* In response to * Instead the father
the older brother’s goes out to the son
insulting behavior, & pursues him, in
the father does not order to explain why
seek to punish him he has ordered the

for his public anger celebration, which is
& refusal to enter & because the younger
join the celebration. son has returned.

The father pictures God, & the older
son pictures the Pharisees & scribes.
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The older son complains

* The older son * But now that this
begins complaining younger son has
to his father that devoured his rudely
while he has gained inheritance
followed every with wild living the
single command father has ‘killed
of the father, the the fattened calf’
father never ‘killed (a figure of speech
the fattened calf’ for celebrating) for

for him! this wayward son.
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The Pharisees
& scribes

¢ The Pharisees &
scribes shunned
the tax collectors
& sinners, & would
deliberately stay
away from them,
& not even come
to them to give
them the Law
of Moses.

« The earlier behavior
of the younger son,
then, would picture
the ‘tax collectors
& sinners’.

« The older brother
in this parable does
not even refer to the
younger son as his
brother, & neither
did the Pharisees
& scribes consider
these fellow Jews
their brothers.
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All that is mine is yours

» The younger
son was given
his inheritance -
one third of the
estate — already.

« The older son
would be given his
two thirds of the
estate upon his
father's death.

So that is why the

father tells the son
that all that is mine
is yours (one day).

Butthe management
of the assets until
the father’'s death
was the father’s
proper place &

role.
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We had to celebrate

¢ Then the father ¢ As the father said,
tells the older son “...this brother of
that, “We had to yourswas dead and
celebrate...”. has begun to live,

« And why did they and was lost and
have to celebrate? has been found."

The older brother referred to his younger
brother as, ‘this son of yours’, but the
father referred to the younger brother

as, ‘this brother of yours’.
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What this pictures & where it's left

» The younger » Both the younger &
brother pictures the older son have
the tax collectors & insulted their father

sinners, & the older in some way, but
brother pictures the the younger son did
Pharisees & scribes. repent & return home.

« As we've said, * The parable ends
the father in this with the older brother
parable pictures having a chance

God. to repent as well.
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Truth for us

« We're not Pharisees <+ But what stands
or scribes, nor Jews out in this parable

living in the land of is the character of
Israel under the God, as pictured
Law of Moses. by the father.

< And our culture is, * While God is still
for the most part, sovereign, God
very different from does not dictate
the culture of that our choices &

time & place. actions.
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But God, being rich in mercy, because of
His great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ ( by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
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Luke 15:25-26





Luke 15:20-21





Luke 15:13-14
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