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In the same way, you wives, be submissive to
your own husbands so that even if any of them
are disobedient to the word, they may be won
without a word by the behavior of their wives,
2 as they observe your chaste and respectful
behavior. 3 Youradornment must not be merely
external--braiding the hair, and wearing gold
jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be
the hidden person of the heart, with the
imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.
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Welcome to the most challenging
parable Jesus ever told

» The parable is » That is because
likely the most the parable centers
challenging one on the unrighteous
to interpret of all behavior of one
of the parables steward, yet he
Jesus ever told. is an example.

At times Jesus told striking parables & gave
stunning illustrations to make them memorable.
Yet we will see that there are good reasons for
this parable & valuable lessons for us in it.
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Jesus had been speaking
to the Pharisees & scribes

» Jesus had been * Now Jesus turns
speaking those His message to
parables in the the disciples.
hearing of His « Rather than tell
disciples, but corrective parables,
the parables He would tell them
were directed instructive parables
toward the & pass on spiritual
Pharisees & moral wisdom

& scribes. for the disciples.
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Absentee landlord & steward

» Absentee landlords + Having someone
& stewards were else do the day to
not uncommon in day management
Galilee, considered of an estate was
the breadbasket of then equally
Israel & of southern common in
Lebanon. Galilee.

Such a manager (oikonomos) would lease out
portions of an estate to tenant farmers who would
often pay their lease in agricultural crop vyield.
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Written statement
of financial accounts

* The amounts owed + Likely this informa-

to the owner at the tion is going to be
end of the harvest passed along to
season is what the the manager’s
owner is requiring successor as

of this manager. a status report.

Putting together this final financial statement
is goingto be this steward’s last task as manager.
He begins to wonder what he will do next...
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He won’t be a manager any more

» Having squandered + He knows that he is
the owner’s flow of not strong enough
funds fromthis large to do manual labor
estate, this steward to earn a living.

will never be the » But he would be
manager there much too ashamed
any more, & likely to beg for a living.

will not get _thg « Many considered it
manar?ers J|° better to die than to
anywhere else. beg (Sirach 40:28).
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He'll be welcome
at every Galilee B & B!

» Having crossed * He will do
manual labor off something that
his list of options, will make multiple
& having shivered peasant tenants
at the idea of him most grateful to
begging, this him, & they will
manager has all be hospitable
come up with to him for a long
a plan! time to come.

| Let'stake a look at what he decidesto do. |
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100 written down to 50

» The manager » So he owed eight
asked one tenant hundred gallons
how much he owed of oil.
the owner. « The manager told

» The tenant said, him to quickly write
“100 measures that down to 50
of oil”. baths, or 40_0

« That’s actually gallons of oil.

‘baths’, or about e That's a 50%
eight gallons of oil. write off.
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100 written down to 80

» The manager asked + So this tenant owed

the other tenant about a thousand
how much he owed. bushels of wheat

* He responded to the owner.
that he owed 100 » The ‘manager for
measures, or cors another minute’ told
of wheat, which him to write that
would be about figure down to 80

10 bushels a cor. cors or 800 bushels.
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Each wrote off about 500 denarius

» A denarius was » That’s a pretty
a day’s wages for substantial ‘gift’ to
a laborer or for the each of the tenants!
lowest ranking + And that was the
Roman soldier. manager’s p|an to

» So each tenant have him welcomed
wrote off about at their homes — he
a year & a half of had giventhem each

a laborer's wages. a nice free bonus.
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At first

* We might at first » But... in the culture
think that this owner of that day, the

is going to be very manager would
angry with that have bought the
steward, & that favor of the tenants
he would be for the owner
inclined to & himself.

reverse the « Reversing the
write-downs write off would be

immediately. seen as shameful.
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Some other possibilities

» Rather than actually <+ It may be that the
cheating the owner manager (steward)

in this deal, there deducted his own
may be some other commission from
explanations for the amount owed.

what this manager . That would be at his

did with the tenants:  own expense, then.

Or it may be that the manager reduced the
amount owed by the amount of illegal
interest that had been charged.
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The owner knows & sees

* The owner knows * But the owner
that this manager also sees that this
has been squander- manager has been
ing the flow of funds  shrewd: he has

from the estate, made the wisest
& for that he is choice possible,
an unrighteous given his limited
or unjust steward. options.

If you were surprised by the owner’s
response, you may be surprised by
what Jesus says next, too.
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Figures of speech

* Theterm “The wealth + And the term “So
of unrighteousness” that when it fails”
is a figure of speech s also a figure of

with an Aramaic speech that means,
word that refers “at the time of

to worldly or death, when money
earthly wealth. means nothing”.

Putting these together, there will come a
time when earthly or worldly wealth will
stop meaning anything - at death.
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What did He say?
» Let’s first note that  +» Spend earthly

this verse points resources for the
not to the coming sake of others
kingdom, but to life coming to know
afterthis earthly one: the Lord, who
eternal dwellings will welcome
(literally ‘tents’). you to heaven.

This is directed to the disciples,
in primary application, but then to us.




[image: image21.png]The parable of
the unjust steward
is consistent with
Colossians 3:1-4

Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2
Set your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
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Money: you can’t take it with you,
but you can send it on ahead

» There are a great » One of those

many principles in principles is that
Scripture that relate you can't take

to money & its use money or earthly
& management. assets with you.

But while you are still alive
you can ‘send it on ahead’ by
making investments in things
that are spiritually productive.
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We are
all stewards

» The general
principle of
stewardship is
really, really big.

* And we do not
want to lose sight
of the fact that
everything in life
is a stewardship,

impacting eternity.

« Often Christians

will talk about
stewardship only
in reference to
money & finances.

But it’s important
to recognize that
we all have many
stewardships
entrusted tous.

Those stewardships
change & change in
character over time.



[image: image24.png]Luke 16:10; 1 Corinthians 4:2; Revelation 3:14

Stewardship is a growing issue

» Paul wrote to * Principle:
the Corinthians, Faithfulness or
“...itis required unrighteous will
of stewards that grow in either
one be found direction & will
trustworthy.” not remain static.

What is needed in the life of the believer
is the very life & character of Christ Himself:
“The Amen, the faithful and true Witness,
the Beginning of the creation of God...”
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Unrighteous wealth & true riches

» Unrighteous » And the New
wealth, being Testament itself
earthly or worldly tells us what is
wealth (money) true riches, that
can be traded with which God
for wealth that has in great
is of eternal abundance:
value. mercy & grace.

Because God’s character is infinite,
all of God’s character is ‘true riches’.
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But God, being rich in mercy, because of
His great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ ( by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
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[image: image1.png]Teaching Plan for the rest of Feb & Mar

Feb No. Passage / Topic Title / Name

14 60 Luke 16:1-13 The unrighteous steward
21 61 Luke 16:14-18 Wisdom under the Law
28 62 Luke 16:19-31 Lazarus & the rich man

Mar No. Passage / Topic Title / Name

6 63 Luke 23:33-49 Deaths, Resurrections &
Judgments

13 64 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 Deaths, Resurrections &
Judgments Il

20 - Palm Sunday

25 - Good Friday Service

27 - Resurrection Sunday
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In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness

of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which
He lavished on us.
Ephesians 1:18-19
| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so
that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the

riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what
is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us whobelieve.

Ephesians 3:8

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given,
to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ...

Ephesians 3:14-16

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 15 from
whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16
that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory...
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Faithful & wise stewardship is
the means to true ownership

» Being faithful & wise + Even more will
with what has been be entrusted to us

entrusted to us is when we go to be
the path to true with the Lord, & we
ownership. will have ownership.

1 Corinthians 6:3
Do you not know that we will judge angels?
Revelation 20:6
[We] will reign with Him for a thousand years.




[image: image30.png]Gotta Serve Somebody

Bob Dylan
Refrain:

But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed
You're gonna have to serve somebody,

Well, it will* be some money+ or it will* be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody.

+ original lyrics: “devil” CoLUMBIA

* original lyrics: “may”




[image: image31.png]Hebrews 13:5, literal, expanded & explained

The manner of life of you all [is to be] without
affection for silver, being content and satisfied
with the things you have; for He has once said
with continuing and permanent validity,
"There is not the slightest possibility that |

will ever desert you, nor is there the slightest
possibility that | will ever forsake you!"



[image: image32.png]Here at Holly Hills...

We’'re not into nickels & noses
Like many a skeptic supposes.

We’ll count what you give
& thank God that you live,
but it's by our beholding we growses.

We’re stewards of all He has given
And it's by His own life that we’re livin’

Some day we’ll see Jesus
‘cause He rose along with us,

And our minds are now set on His heaven.
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