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Lazarus & the rich man

» This account is » This passage is
still addressing the unique to Dr. Luke’s
Pharisees, as we gospel, & there is
have seen (Luke nothing even a bit
16:14) & will see similar in the
as we step our gospels of Matthew,
way through it. Mark & John.

Also unique to this account is that Jesus uses the
name ‘Lazarus’, which is derived from the name
‘Eliezer or ‘Eleazar’, which means, ‘God helps’.
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Is this account a parable,
or is this the real deal?

» Jesus’ parables » So it is probably
were generally best to consider this
realistic, & this a parable with some
one is as well. elements of realism,

« But there is no but like all parables,
indication in the we want to come to
Bible that there is understand Jesus’
sight or conversation ~ lessons from the
between the saved parable, but not

& the lost. to over-interpret.
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Two different lives,

two different deaths &
two different destinies

» We will find this » At death Lazarus
parable of Jesus to is treated differently
portray two different  than the rich man, &
lives, the lives of a Lazarus is taken to
mannamed Lazarus  a place Jesus called
& an unnamed rich ‘Abraham’s bosom’,
man, who remains while the rich man
anonymous. is taken to Hades.

So let’s take a look at these two different lives,
two different deaths & two different destinies. ..
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Purple outer garment,
fine linen undergarment

» The dye for purple
cloth in biblical
times was so
expensive that
only the very
wealthiest could

afford purple cloth.

* Lydia, as Dr. Luke
wrote in Acts 16,
sold purple cloth.

» Most people wore a

linen undergarment,
but the cloth was
often homemade &
of coarser weave.

Only the wealthiest
could afford to buy
anyfinelinen under-
garments, as this
rich man did.
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Joyous splendor — every day

» Jesus describes » Thefinest clothing
this man as always & the best food
having the best of in good quantity,
the best & plenty keeping the best
of it, every day & most flattering
of his life. company.

The rich man that Jesus describes is
intended to represent the Pharisees, who
so loved their fine clothing, & fancy food
& good Pharisee company, all the time.
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The gate
» We might be * But there is one last
thinking that this message about the
verse begins totalk ~ wealth & prosperity
about Lazarus, & of the rich man that
indeed it does. is hidden in the text.

The word that Jesus chose for ‘gate’ was
a word used for the gate of a city, temple
or palace. So at very least the rich man
had a home that was a palace. That
went along with the very expensive
clothing & sumptuous daily living.
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Really, really, really bad off

* This Lazarus was a <+ Lazarus didn’t even
beggarly poor man, getto eat the crumbs
completely destitute. & scraps from the

« To add to his many ~ rich man’s table,

miseries, his skin though he would
was also chronically ~ 9ladly have eaten
covered with sores. them.

As if all that was not enough misery for one
man, the mangy pack dogs would come to
lick his sores, adding to his horrid existence.
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» dogs: In the world of the Old & New
Testament, these dogs ran in packs in towns
& cities, scavenging as they wandered about
from place to place (Exodus 22:31; 2 Kings
9:10; Psalms 59:6,14), wretched, & fighting
amongst themselves & attacking passersby.

» These dogs also often ate things that Jews
were forbidden to eat by Old Testament Law.

* The Jews despised these roaming packs of
dogs, & often referred to Gentiles as dogs.

» Any contact with these scavenging, wretched
pack dogs made a person ritually unclean.
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Now in case a countryman of yours becomes
poor and his means with regard to you falter,
then you are to sustain him, like a stranger
or a sojourner, that he may live with you.

Deuteronomy 15:7-8
If there is a poor man with you, one of your
brothers, in any of your towns in your land
which the Lord your God is giving you, you
shall not harden your heart, nor close your
hand from your poor brother; 8 but you shall
freely open your hand to him, and shall
generously lend him sufficient for his
need in whatever he lacks.
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However...

» Like we've already  + So rather than
seen, the Pharisees following the Law of

were strongly Moses, which would
inclined to view have required help-
anyone who was ing a destitute man
bad off in any way like Lazarus, there
as having sinned to was instead an ethic
deserve it. of distancing, one-

« So, this man, they self & condemning

thought, had sinned.  him for sinning.
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Both died
* The poor man, ¢ The Pharisees
Lazarus, died & assumed that they,
nothing is said of of course, would
his burial. go to be with their

« But it does say that father Abraham.
the angels carried » But all Jesus said
him to Abraham’s of the rich man’s
bosom. death was ‘buried’.

The rich man, representing the Pharisees,
had a nice burial, but that was all that was nice.
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Abraham’s side

» This term is only » Being placed by

used here in all of Abraham’s side
the Bible, but meant that Lazarus
Lazarus appears was now in a place
to be comforted & of honor with the
eternally saved. man of faith!

For the next two Sundays we’ll be taking a look at
all of the deaths, resurrections & judgments
in Scripture, & summarizing the structure
of the spiritual & physical realms.
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Here’s what makes it a parable

* \We do not get the » So from this
indication from the point forward in the
rest of Scripture that  passage (verses 23
there will be either to 31) the sights &
sightorconversation  conversations be-
between those who tween the formerly
are unsaved & held richman & Abraham
in Hades & those are what would take
who are saved, & place if this were
with Abraham. possible.
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In Hades

* Hades is the Greek + Inthe Old Testament
equivalent of the the word sheol is
Hebrew word sheol, used for the place
which means the of the righteous &
place of the dead. unrighteous dead.

* But there is a big * But Hades in the
difference in their New Testament is
usage in the Old & onlythe place of the
New Testaments. unrighteous dead.

| Hades is a place of torment, already. |
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Abraham & Lazarus

¢ This rich man, a » Lazarus is, literally,
genealogical son by the side of him,
of Abraham, sees that is, by the side
Abraham at a of Abraham; & the
distance & he man Lazarus
recognizes that it is apparently
is indeed Abraham. recognizable.

So this formerly rich man — representing
a formerly wealthy Pharisee — will try, in
his torments, to get help from Abraham.




[image: image17.png]


[image: image18.png]


[image: image19.png]Luke 16:24

Father Abraham

¢ The Pharisees « What’s more, he
would have referred pleads for Lazarus
to Abraham as their to bring just one

father, as we see drop of water to
in John 8:39, 56. cool his tongue.
* So this former * He admits to
Pharisee calls out being in agony
to Father Abraham in the flame of

& begs for mercy. Hades.
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Trading places

¢ Abraham refers to < But now Lazarus is

the formerly rich being comforted by
man as ‘Child’, Abraham’s side &
but not as his the formerly rich
own son. man begging for

« Abraham states even the S|Ightest
truthfully the bit of relief from the
character of life constant agony of
of the rich man the flames of

& of Lazarus. Hades.
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A great chasm fixed

» The great chasm » That is one reason
that is fixed means why this visibility &
that the opportunity conversation be-

to show mercy has tween this formerly
passed & eternal rich man & Father
outcomes cannot Abraham is just

be changed. hypothetical.

It is a conversation that would take place
again & again if they could see & talk
from one place to the other.
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| beg you
» The formerly rich » Sothe manin
man can’t come Hades begs for
over to where Abraham to send
Abraham & Lazarus back to
Lazarus are, warn the man’s
& neither Abraham brothers about

nor Lazarus can go how awful this
to where the former-  place called
ly rich man is. Hades is.
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Moses &
the Prophets

¢ The term ‘Law &

the Prophets’ was
an expression for
the Law of Moses,
contained in the
first five books of
the Old Testament,
to the last books of
the Old Testament,
the Prophets.

¢ The Historical,

Wisdom & Poetic
books in between
were also part of
the Old Testament,
so ‘the Law & the
Prophets’ was like
‘Alpha & Omega’,
‘the Beginning

& the End’, or
‘Ato Z’, in English.
So Moses &

the Prophets is a
similar expression.
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They have Moses & the Prophets

* Moses & the * However it does
Prophets, or the not contain some
‘Old Testament’ as important revelation
we would call it, that we have in the
was a sufficient books we have
warning for those come to call the
who would listen. New Testament.

What God has revealed in the Bible is
not exhaustive truth, but it is true
truth & it is sufficient truth.
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And behold, two of them were going that very
day to a village named Emmaus, which was
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And
they were talking with each other about all
these things which had taken place. 15 While
they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself
approached and began traveling with them. ...
25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets
have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the
Christ to suffer these things and to enter into
His glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and
with all the prophets, He explained to them the
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
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For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He
was buried, and that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures...

What Scriptures was the apostle Paul referring
to? The New Testament had barely begun to
form at this time, & what Paul was writing was
also Scripture (1 Corinthians 4:1), but the OId
Testament contained enough of the gospel
that one could be saved (Acts 8:25-40).
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Let’s sort out the ‘ifs’

* You may have » There are three ‘ifs’
_heard that the ‘ifs’ in Luke 16:30 & 31.
inGreek donotall  « The first & the last
mean the same ‘if are probabilities.
thing, & that is « And the middle one

rue. is reality.

So the man in Hades thinks that, probably,
if someone goes from the dead to warn his
brothers they’ll repent, but Abraham says that
really they won't, even if someone rises from
the dead, & someone probably will.
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Resurrections, coming right up!
» Within just a couple + Another man

of months there named Lazarus
would be two would be resurrect-
resurrections ed back to this life.
of unlike kind « Christ would be
inthe general area resurrected with a
around Jerusalem. new kind of body.

With a couple of exceptions (Nicodemus &
Joseph of Arimathea), the Pharisees, who loved
their money, would take part in bringing Jesus’ to

crucifixion, & they would also try to suppress
the news of Christ’s resurrection.
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Did resurrections convince
anyone who didn’t believe?

» Apparently, » But the Jewish
resurrection leaders just wanted
appearances to kill the resurrect-
did convince ed Lazarus & to pay
Thomas & Jesus’ hush money to the
half-brother James. Roman guards.

The hush money went along with a made-up
story about the disciples stealing Christ’s body.

So God does not generally go about resurrecting
people so that some will believe.
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Good things & bad things

+ If good things » For us in the body of
happen to someone Christ, discipline can
it doesn’t mean that come because God
they’re doing every- has allowed such

thing right. things in order to
+ Likewise, if bad restore a person
things happen to to fellowship.

someone it doesn’t  + Or trials can come
mean they’ve done to grow us & con-
something wrong. form us to His image.
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The word of God is best
» God has inspired » The word of God is

His written word sufficient & effective
so that people will to send a saving
either believe its message, & it will
message, or not. grow us as well.

The gospel in the written word of God is essential
to salvation, & there is enough in the word of God
for each of us to grow in it for a lifetime, because
it is inspired by the infinite God who loves us
enough to die for us.
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Procrastination
» There are things » Eternal destiny
in life we can questions don’t
procrastinate have a retrofit or
about & be OK, after-the-fact kind

but the question of of fix, do they?

ones eternaldestiny « The man in Hades
isn’t one of them. pondered the options.

But Abraham had to decline
every one of the requests
of the man in Hades.
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Life matters because eternity matters

* What happens * And every single
in this life matters moment walking in
because eternity fellowship with the
matters. Lord matters

« While we are still forever.
on this earth we can + And we can’t save
place our trust in it up, nor coast on
Christ for eternal the past.

salvation, & it never .« we can only fellow-
goes backwards. ship with Him now.
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