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Four themes in Luke 17:1-10

* Luke 17:1-2: * Luke 17:5-6:
Stumbling blocks Faiththe size of
to little ones a mustard seed

* Luke 17:3-4: * Luke 17:7-10:
Repentance & Entitlement &
forgiveness gratefulness

This passage contains a warning, &
guidance principles applying to our
relationships with others & with God.
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Luke 19:1-10
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[image: image4.png]Luke 17:1-2; Matthew 18:1-6

Woe!

¢ Matthew 18:1-6 is a
parallel passage to
Luke 17:1-2 & it
contains a bit
more detail.

» The disciples
had asked Jesus
about the kingdom
of heaven & Jesus
called a child near.

» The child pictures a
spiritually immature,
young believer (see
Matthew 18:6).

» Stumbling blocks
will come, but Jesus
says that there is
accountability for
those by whom
they come to these
spiritually immature
believers.

» Jesus’ ‘woes’ should
be taken seriously!
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What does God have in mind?

» While the disciples’ + Those who are

question & the young in the Lord
immediate context are to be carefully
for Jesus’ response fed & nurtured,
was about the spiritually speaking,
kingdom, there is so that they are on

application for us in a path of growth
the body of Christ. toward maturity.

So the strong warning is to those who would
lead these young ones in the Lord astray.
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Temporal actions
have eternal consequences

» Anyone who leads  + Jesus is referring

those who are to an unbeliever,
spiritually & morally such as most of
young & therefore the Pharisees were
vulnerable into sin, (Luke 6:24-26), who
error or apostasy will be judged by
here on earth will Christ at the White
have eternal Throne judgment
consequences (Revelation 20:

for misleading. 11-15).
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Unbelievers & believers

* Unbelievers » Believers can also
can receive some receive the conse-
consequences for quences of their
their actions while actions as discipline
here on earth, but from the Lord, or
certainly they will experience trials
be judged for the designed for our
eternal conse- growth, but Christ
quences at the will judge us for

White Throne. eternal rewards.
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If your brother sins

+ If your brother sins, + While the Pharisees

& he probably will, were eager to find a
rebuke him. reason to condemn
« In the Holly Hills someone, & they
Bible Church lived that out, we in
Policies & the body of Christ
Procedures carry out correction,
Manual, there if needed, to restore
is a section on a believer to fellow-

Church Discipline. ship, if possible.
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Under law, under grace

¢ Under the Law » But under grace, we
of Moses Jewish are also to forgive,
believers were to though the basis for
forgive in order to forgiving is not so
be forgiven, other- that the Father will
wise the Father forgive us, but
would not forgive because we've
them (Matthew already been

6:14, 15). forgiven.
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Be kind to one another, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ
also has forgiven you.

“Holding a grudge is letting some-
one live rent-free in your head.”
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We’re not to set limits on forgiveness

* God didn’t set a * All who believe are
limit on how much forgiven, no matter
we’ve beenforgiven. the numper, kind

« Christ died for the or magnitude of
sins of the whole the sins.

world, from Adam » We are to forgive
to the last one to be as God, in Christ,
born on this planet. has forgiven us.

Take note: this forgiveness is regarding a fellow
believer, & trust is another matter altogether.
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Let’s talk about ‘repent’

* |t is critical forusto + Repenting is not
clarify that to repent feeling really, really

means to change bad for our sins or
one’s mind so as feeling sorry that
to end in belief & we got caught in
to agree with God. the act.

Repenting is not just a determination not

to do the same thing again or to try
harder next time.
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“If you have...”

* “If you have...” (not + Now a mustard
‘had’ per the NASU seed was among
& KJV), & the ‘If' is the smallest of
assumed to be true seeds of any of
for the sake of the usual garden
following the logic. plants of that day.

In Luke 13:19 Jesus used the small
mustard seed to illustrate the character
of the kingdom, but here He used it to

make another point regarding faith.
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Jesus did not...

» Jesus did not just » Jesus did tell
say, “OK, your faith them that even

has now been the smallest faith
increased as can accomplish
you requested”. amazing things.
¢ Jesus also did not * The issue is not
say, “If you will do more or less faith
this or that you can but where, orin
increase your own Whom, our faith

faith”. is placed.
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Jesus’ illustration: slave & master

» Jesus uses the » Jesus'’ first point
slave & master is made with a
relationship in question, & His
New Testament intent is that His
times to illustrate disciples recognize
what ought to be that a slave does
the attitude of the not simply come
believer toward to His master &

God. sit down to eat.
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Instead, the slave will...

* Instead, the slave  « All these are things

will come in, get that the disciples
cleaned up to would have under-
prepare food stood, but Jesus
for the master & point was not to
serve the master, teach them about

& only feed himself the proper attitude
after the master has of slaves toward

finished eating. their masters.

He actually has a little bit more
to say about slaves & masters.
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The master doesn’t owe the slave

» As Jesus’ question + Instead, the slave

indicates, the ought to obey the
master does not master's command,
owe the slave recognizing the
words of gratitude master’s authority
for what the slave & the proper rela-
has done in coming tionship & attitude
in from the field, between master &
cleaning up, & slave in the Jewish

serving the master. culture of the day.
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How does that apply to us?

« God does not owe « We are not entitled

us & we do not to anything from
deserve anything. God, nor should

* We do not have Wwe présume upon
a believers’ bill God to do this or

of rights norare we  thatforus.

going to take God to + We cannot make
court over anything any deals with God
- ever. so that He owes us.
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Everything is by grace

» God has done way, + We've all been

way over the top identified with Christ
astounding things in His death, burial,
for us: resurreg:tion,

» We're blessed ascension &
with every spiritual seating!
blessing in Christ! » Each one of us

+ We have the has a heavenly
redemption, the citizenship!

forgiveness of sins! ¢ It’s all by grace!
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No invoices!

» God doesn’t owe
me anything & |
don’t owe Him
anything & | could
never pay it back,
anyway!

» God doesn’t send
me an invoice & |
don’t send Him one!

There is only

one way for

me to respond
appropriately:
Thankfulness.
That’s it — nothing
more & nothing less
- & to God be the

glory!
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"For through the Law | died to the Law, so that
| might live to God. 20 "I have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live
in the flesh [ live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

HUS
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