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Parables about prayer,
a Pharisee & a publican

*» Jesus tells the * The culture would
disciples two have said that the
parables about Pharisees are the
prayer. admired heroes, &

« As with all of the publicans (tax
Jesus’ parables, collectors) were the
we’re going to see worst of the worst.

that these parables « But Jesus will turn
are very realistic, as the culture’s values
opposed to fables. ‘upside down’.
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Jesus spoke in parables

» Jesus spoke » Jesus spoke in
in parables that parables to convey
were typically very spiritual principles.
realistic, & were « And in this case the
best understood intended spiritual
clearly by viewing principle is that
their cultural believers ought
context. to pray at all times.

And also that they should not ‘lose
heart’ or be discouraged in prayer.
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Deuteronomy 16:18-20

"You shall appoint for yourself judges and
officers in all your towns which the Lord your
God is giving you, according to your tribes,
and they shall judge the people with righteous
judgment. 19 You shall not distort justice; you
shall not be partial, and you shall not take a
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise
and perverts the words of the righteous. 20
Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue,
that you may live and possess the land
which the Lord your God is giving you. "
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He appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of Judah,
city by city. 6 He said to the judges, "Consider what you are doing,
for you do not judge for man but for the Lord who is with you when
you render judgment. 7 Now then let the fear of the Lord be upon
you; be very careful what you do, for the Lord our God will have
no part in unrighteousness or partiality or the taking of a bribe."

8 In Jerusalem also Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites
and priests, and some of the heads of the fathers' households of
Israel, for the judgment of the Lord and to judge disputes among
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 9 Then he charged them saying,
"Thus you shall do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully and whole-
heartedly. 10 Whenever any dispute comes to you from your
brethren who live in their cities, between blood and blood, between
law and commandment, statutes and ordinances, you shall warn
them so that they may not be guilty before the Lord, and wrath may
not come on you and your brethren. Thus you shall do and you will
not be guilty. 11 Behold, Amariah the chief priest will be over you in
all that pertains to the Lord, and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the
ruler of the house of Judah, in all that pertains to the king. Also the
Levites shall be officers before you. Act resolutely, and the Lord be
with the upright.”
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“...did not fear God &
did not respect man.”

» This judge that * And that unjust &
Jesus spoke of did selfish judge was
not have the very supposed to be
character of heart judging by the
regarding God & Law of Moses
man that was re- among the ones
quired of him by he judged in the
the Law of Moses! land of Israel.

This judge was everything that a
judge in Israel was not supposed to be.
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Unfortunately...

» By New Testament + The judges in Israel
times the judges of were officially titled

Israel had become the judges of pro-
infamous for being hibition: ‘Dayyaney
exactly like Jesus Gezeroth’, but were
described this judge =~ commonly called the
in the parable — it judges of thievery:
was just terrible! ‘Dayyaney Gezeloth’

These judges were appointed by
& paid by the Roman governors.




[image: image8.png]Luke 18:3; Exodus 22:22-24; Psalm 68:5; Lamentations 1:1;
James 1:27

Widows in Israel

* Widows in Israel * Widows’ estates
were commonly often became the
seen as the most target of strategies
vulnerable of to gain property &
citizens, along- other valuable
side the orphans. possessions.

» Almost two dozen * And the scribes
times widows & were often the ones

orphans are in the taking the property
sameversetogether. away from widows!
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And while all the people were listening, He
said to the disciples, 46 "Beware of the scribes,
who like to walk around in long robes, and love
respectful greetings in the market places, and
chief seats in the synagogues and places of
honor at banquets, 47 who devour widows'
houses, and for appearance's sake offer

long prayers. These will receive greater
condemnation.”

See also Matthew 23:14 & Mark 12:40
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She kept coming to him

» This widow is very, + This widow stood

very persistent! on the right side

« Though the usual of the law, & this
pattern was for the particular kind of
widow to succumb judge was always
to the strategies of available.
those who wanted » She had no money
to take their or clout, but she

property... was persistent!
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You must do justice

* The laws were in + Since this widow
place for the judge was in the right &
to protect the widow  the laws to protect

who was in the right. her were in place,

« But the judges she was just really
were often inclined persistent in saying,
to bend to appeals most literally,
of the influential & “You must do
the wealthy ones justice forme...”.

among them.
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For a while he was unwilling

» This unjust judge » But since she was
was inclined to just so persistent, even
let things go the though he was an
usual corrupt path unprincipled man,
& let the widow’s he figured that she
property be taken would really wear
from her. him out.

And her persistence was getting
to bother him a great deal, so the unjust
judge made a just decision after all.
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Hit under the eye

* The words that are  + It pictures a

translated, ‘wear boxer wearing

me out’ are actually his opponent down
from a figure of with blows until the
speech, the literal opponent collapses
meaning of which from the persistent
is to ‘hit under the accumulation of
eye’. blows.

The widow’s persistence will wear him
down & he will eventually not be
able to keep going as a judge.
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A rabbinic principle

» The rabbis would » Jesus is using the

logic their way rabbinic principle
through things by called ‘lesser to
certain principles greater to move
of interpretation & from the unjust
logic to arrive at judge & widow
conclusions. to God & us.

If the persistence of the widow influenced the
unjust judge to make a just decision for a widow
he didn’t otherwise care about, how much more

will the infinitely just God of the universe respond
to our persistent prayers.
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When the Son of Man comes

* When the Son of e Jesus did turn

Man comes again, this around into

will He find faith a question for the

on the earth? disciples to ponder.
« Jesus had talked » The Bible says that,

about the times He will find faith, &

surrounding His even all Israel will

second coming be saved, but many

in Luke 17:22-37. will be lost.
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Self-righteous arrogance

* While the » So the target
previous parable audience for this
was presented to parable is likely
His pupils to prod the Pharisees &
them to pray with scribes, with His
persistence... © disciples listening

+ This parable is told in so as to gain
to those who are insight & not get
self-righteous & sucked in by the

arrogant about it. cultural pressures.
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Two men went up

* A Pharisee & a » The word for temple
publican (aka ‘tax in this case does
collector’) both spell out that these
went up to the two were both not
temple, though a specifically in the
Pharisee would most sacred place,
never be walking but somewhere in
up to the temple the temple court-
with the tax yard or possibly in

collector. the court of women.
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Pharisee versus tax collector

« In the culture of the ¢ The tax collectors,

day the Pharisees on the other hand,
would be looked would be seen as
upon by most the epitome of the
Jews as the worst possible
heroes. sinners.

In the mind of many Jews, of course a
Pharisee would go to the temple to pray.
But the tax collector is just wasting his
time & likely wouldn’t pray anyway, but...
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If a tax collector...

» A tax collector » One could not
coming into the receive alms from
temple would be the tax collector,
looked upon as since his money
defilement of was assumed to
the temple. be embezzled.

So like the parable of the Good
Samaritan, this parable would have
been seen as shockingly conflicted to
the typical Pharisee or scribe.
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God, | thank you

+ At first what the * The Pharisee
Pharisee begins to thanks God that he
pray sounds pretty is not like these
good. other sinners:

» He’s starting off with + swindlers,
‘God, I thank you', & « the unjust,
the Pharisee prays adulterers
to himself, so he )
isn’t broadcasting * this tax collector

his prayer to others.
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Fast & pay tithes

* The law of Moses
only required that
Jews fast on the
day of atonement
(Leviticus 16:29-31).

» But really pious
Jews of Jesus’ time
fasted twice a week,
on Mondays &
Thursdays.

And the Pharisees
all tithed on the
smallest herb &
were known for
great attention

to such detail.

These were but

the beginning of
legal attainments
of the Pharisees.
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Samaria — what's the deal?

¢« TheareaofSamaria <+ When the northern

was a part of the kingdom fell to
northern kingdom Assyria (722 BC),
of Israel, after the the Assyrians
kingdom divided scrambled the
north & south. people, taking

« The ten northern Jews from Samaria
tribes were there, to other places &
with Benjamin & placing Gentiles

Judah to the south. in among Jews.



[image: image22.png]Paul lists his seven
“human credentials”
in Philippians 3:5,6

circumcised the eighth day

of the nation of Israel

of the tribe of Benjamin

a Hebrew of Hebrews

as to the Law, a Pharisee

as to zeal, a persecutor of the church

as to the righteousness which is in the Law,
found blameless.
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Some distance away

« The tax collector « The tax collector,
was standing some also not even willing
distance away from to lift his eyes up
the Pharisee, likely toward heaven,

knowing that the was recognizing his
Pharisee did not own unworthiness
want him standing to openly & freely
anywhere nearby. address & face God.

Beating his breast would have been
seen as mourning &/or repentance.
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Mixed ethnicity, practices & locations

* The Jews of the » By the time of

northern kingdom Christ, the Jews
were already very were very alienated
compromised, but from the Samaritans
then they had mixed & Jews would quite
up genealogies, & often choose a
mixed up practices route around the

& changed their area of Samaria to
location of worship avoid contact with

to Samaria. the Samaritans.
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Merciful to me, the sinner

« The tax collector
has no long list of
accomplishments,
efforts & attainments
like the Pharisee did.

* Instead the tax
collector just begs
for mercy from God,
showing great
distress...

And rather than
compare himself to
others or claim any
moral superiority to
anyone he instead
refers to himself as
‘the sinner’.

He sees himself
as the exemplary
& specific sinner.
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Went home justified

» All of the speaking  + The Pharisee’s

in this parable is to comparison of
God — not to others. himself to others

+ So when Jesus was the wrong
said ‘justified’ it dlrect|o_n, because
was before God God'’s righteous-
rather than before ness is the standard

men. of measure.
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Humility

« The Jewish culture
of New Testament
times had the Jews
generally looking
down on all the
Gentiles & on other
Jews who didn’t
measure up to the
moral & external
standards.

The Gentile culture
of New Testament
times looked on
humility as a
character defect.
Both Jesus & the
apostles had to
teach & exhort

toward humility &
away from pride.



[image: image27.png]Luke 18:1-14; Romans 8:24, 25; Ephesians 2:18

Do we pray differently?

» We in the body * We in the body of
of Christ pray Christ are indwelt
differently than by the Holy Spirit
even believing all of the time, &
Jews during the He has a ministry
time of the gospels. in our prayer.

Only those in the body of Christ have the
universal capacity & urging to pray in the
Spirit at all times (Ephesians 6:18).




[image: image28.png]God values believers’ prayers:
Revelation 5:6-8

And | saw between the throne (with the four
living creatures) and the elders a Lamb
standing, as if slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God, sent out into all the earth. 7 And He came
and took the book out of the right hand of Him
who sat on the throne. 8 When He had taken
the book, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each one holding a harp and golden bowls full
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
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Ten men with leprosy

¢ Dr. Luke records
that Jesus came to
a village, but not out
in the countryside.

» The ten lepers may
have been from a
leper colony nearby,
& we find that at
least one of them
is a Samaritan.

We know today

that leprosy is a
bacterial infection,
& a combination of
antibiotics is used to
cure it.

But Dr. Luke knew
well that the tech-
nology of his day
could do nothing.



[image: image33.png]How & where the leper shall live
Leviticus 13:45-46

"As for the leper who has the infection, his
clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head
shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his
mustache and cry, ' Unclean! Unclean!' 46
He shall remain unclean all the days during
which he has the infection; he is unclean. He
shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside
the camp.”
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Leprosy & the
Law of Moses & tradition

» Leprosy, because * Leviticus chapters

of the inability to 13 & 14 prescribed
distinguish one how to deal with
disease from leprosy & similar
another, likely appearing diseases
also included of the skin.
psoriasis, lupus, + The priests were
eczema & a few the ones to observe

other diseases, too. & judge these things.

In addition to the Law, there were also traditions.
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Not just socially cut off

* A Jew with leprosy  + Further, because
not only was cut off of passages like
from others socially, Exodus 15:26 &
but was cut off from Deuteronomy 28:60,

the religious life of it was assumed that
the people & nation a man with leprosy
of Israel. had sinned.

But since the leper was cut off from Israel’s
sacrificial system, the leper had no way
to cover his sins, even symbolically.



[image: image36.png]Luke 17:14

Go & show yourselves to the priests

» According to the » Upon confirmation
book of Leviticus that the leprosy had
the leper who had been cleansed, the
been cleansed of priest was also to
the leprosy was perform sacrifices
to go to the priest for the leper, as
to confirm that also prescribed
the leprosy had in Leviticus
been cleansed chapters

completely. 13 & 14.



[image: image37.png]Luke 17:14; Leviticus chapters 13 & 14

As they were going...

* Now it appears * So this showed that
from the text that these ten had faith
the healing was not enough to start
instant, but rather going towards
the leprosy was the temple where
healed only as the priests were.
they went on * “Cleansed’ was the
their way to term used in the
show them- Law of Moses for
selves to those who had been

the priests. healed of leprosy.



[image: image38.png]Luke 17:15-16

All ten were healed

* From the details * Notice that this was
we’re given in the a demonstration of
account, it would just a little faith on
appear that all ten the part of these
of these lepers ten men.
had been healed « Their subsequent
as they went on gratitude did not
their way to show appear tobe a
the priest that they requirement for

had been cleansed. being healed.



[image: image39.png]Luke 17:17

Didn’t Jesus know?

» Jesus asked two + Jesus Himself
questions, & the said that all ten
reason for asking were cleansed
was not that He of the leprosy.
didn’t know the ¢ The other nine
answers. appear to be on

* Jesus asked these their way to the
questions because priest — doing
He wanted His the right thing,

disciples to ‘see’. by the Law.
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Just one came back!

» Butjust one —a + Likely all ten of the
Samaritan at that — former lepers were
came back to glorify  thankfulforthe heal-
God & thank Jesus ing each had

for the phenomenal received.
thing that had been . Byt only one turned
done for him. around & came back

» He had his life back!  to openly glorify
He had his temple God & to thank
access again! Jesus personally.
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Samaria & Samaritans

« The Jews were, ¢ The Pharisees
in general, greatly did not regard any
alienated from the Samaritan worthy
Samaritans, & they of their time or
despised them. attention.

But it is evident from what Jesus did & said
that He did consider the Samaritans worthy of
spending time & healing — even if that person

is a Samaritan woman or a Samaritan leper.
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Foreigner
* For Jesus to * But because the
call this thank- foreigner — this one
ful Samaritan a thankful Samaritan -
foreigner would is the only one who
imply that Jesus & came back to thank
His disciples were Him — it implies that

still in Jewish lands. Jews feel ‘entitled’.

And the Jews often did feel entitled. Many of
them believed they were entitled to entry into the
kingdom because they were sons of Abraham.
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Your faith

* The Samaritan » The ten lepers
was right to responded in faith
come back & to Christ telling
glorify God & them to go show
thank Jesus. themselves to

« And Jesus told the priests.
the former leper » So was the
that his faith had Samaritan going to
made him well, go show himself to

as the other nine. a Jewish priest?
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Faith or presumption?

e Christ told these ten ¢ But some Christians

lepers to go show can be mistaken in
themselves to the the exercise of faith,
priests, & that was by believing that

an act of faith on God is going to

the part of each do something that
of them to begin God has not said
traveling to where that He would do.
they a could show .« That is presump-
themselves to the tion, but it is not

priests. the same as faith.



[image: image45.png]18t & 2nd Coming & The Millennial Kingdom
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Wait! Wait!

» Aren’t there going » And seven seals,
to be lots of signs trumpets & bowls?
of the co;nmg + Two witnesses?
kingdom? « The rise of the anti-

» Like rapture, first? christ & the false

* And then the anti- prophet - & their
christ makes a doom & Christ

treaty? returning?
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But, in Christ’s first coming...

* In Christ’s first * The Jews must
coming those embrace Christ as
events & signs their Messiah, now,
are not the issue, in Christ’s first
because there’s coming, or they
another issue that have not a chance

takes higher priority:  of ever seeing the

« Christ, the Messiah kingdom or even

is in their midst & anything that might
He’s the issue! be a sign before it.
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“Your house is left to you desolate”
» Backin Luke 13:24 + They would see

Jesus had already no signs of the
told them that they kingdom, & they
had already blown don’t recognize
the chance to the Messiah who
embrace Him is right in their
as the Messiah. midst!

There would be only a few Pharisees
who would come to believe.
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Next Sunday: The second coming

* Next Sunday, we’ll  + But what we must
be taking a look at always keep in mind
what Jesus says is that what we’re to
about the tribulation be looking forward
period and the to is not the second
second coming. coming or antichrist.

“...looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus...” Titus 2:13




[image: image50.png]Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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While He was on the
way to Jerusalem, He
was passing between
Samaria and Galilee.
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[image: image53.png]Luke 17:11; John chapter 4

From Galilee to Jerusalem

» As we pointed out * Now He was

last Sunday, Jesus headed towards
had been in or near Jerusalem as He
Capernaum as He went through the
had spoken to His area of Samaria.
diSCip'eS about the » Samaria, of course
faith the size of a had its issues, but
mustard seed & there had also been

what that could do. great response.
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Samaria — what's the deal?

¢« TheareaofSamaria <+ When the northern

was a part of the kingdom fell to
northern kingdom Assyria (722 BC),
of Israel, after the the Assyrians
kingdom divided scrambled the
north & south. people, taking

« The ten northern Jews from Samaria
tribes were there, to other places &
with Benjamin & placing Gentiles

Judah to the south. in among Jews.
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Mixed ethnicity, practices & locations

* The Jews of the » By the time of

northern kingdom Christ, the Jews
were already very were very alienated
compromised, but from the Samaritans
then they had mixed & Jews would quite
up genealogies, & often choose a
mixed up practices route around the

& changed their area of Samaria to
location of worship avoid contact with

to Samaria. the Samaritans.
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Ten men with leprosy

¢ Dr. Luke records
that Jesus came to
a village, but not out
in the countryside.

» The ten lepers may
have been from a
leper colony nearby,
& we find that at
least one of them
is a Samaritan.

We know today

that leprosy is a
bacterial infection,
& a combination of
antibiotics is used to
cure it.

But Dr. Luke knew
well that the tech-
nology of his day
could do nothing.



[image: image57.png]How & where the leper shall live
Leviticus 13:45-46

"As for the leper who has the infection, his
clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head
shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his
mustache and cry, ' Unclean! Unclean!' 46
He shall remain unclean all the days during
which he has the infection; he is unclean. He
shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside
the camp.”
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Leprosy & the
Law of Moses & tradition

» Leprosy, because * Leviticus chapters

of the inability to 13 & 14 prescribed
distinguish one how to deal with
disease from leprosy & similar
another, likely appearing diseases
also included of the skin.
psoriasis, lupus, + The priests were
eczema & a few the ones to observe

other diseases, too. & judge these things.

In addition to the Law, there were also traditions.
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Not just socially cut off

* A Jew with leprosy  + Further, because
not only was cut off of passages like
from others socially, Exodus 15:26 &
but was cut off from Deuteronomy 28:60,

the religious life of it was assumed that
the people & nation a man with leprosy
of Israel. had sinned.

But since the leper was cut off from Israel’s
sacrificial system, the leper had no way
to cover his sins, even symbolically.



[image: image60.png]Luke 17:14

Go & show yourselves to the priests

» According to the » Upon confirmation
book of Leviticus that the leprosy had
the leper who had been cleansed, the
been cleansed of priest was also to
the leprosy was perform sacrifices
to go to the priest for the leper, as
to confirm that also prescribed
the leprosy had in Leviticus
been cleansed chapters

completely. 13 & 14.



[image: image61.png]Luke 17:14; Leviticus chapters 13 & 14

As they were going...

* Now it appears * So this showed that
from the text that these ten had faith
the healing was not enough to start
instant, but rather going towards
the leprosy was the temple where
healed only as the priests were.
they went on * “Cleansed’ was the
their way to term used in the
show them- Law of Moses for
selves to those who had been

the priests. healed of leprosy.



[image: image62.png]Luke 17:15-16

All ten were healed

* From the details * Notice that this was
we’re given in the a demonstration of
account, it would just a little faith on
appear that all ten the part of these
of these lepers ten men.
had been healed « Their subsequent
as they went on gratitude did not
their way to show appear tobe a
the priest that they requirement for

had been cleansed. being healed.
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Didn’t Jesus know?

» Jesus asked two + Jesus Himself
questions, & the said that all ten
reason for asking were cleansed
was not that He of the leprosy.
didn’t know the ¢ The other nine
answers. appear to be on

* Jesus asked these their way to the
questions because priest — doing
He wanted His the right thing,

disciples to ‘see’. by the Law.
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Just one came back!

» Butjust one —a + Likely all ten of the
Samaritan at that — former lepers were
came back to glorify  thankfulforthe heal-
God & thank Jesus ing each had

for the phenomenal received.
thing that had been . Byt only one turned
done for him. around & came back

» He had his life back!  to openly glorify
He had his temple God & to thank
access again! Jesus personally.
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Samaria & Samaritans

« The Jews were, ¢ The Pharisees
in general, greatly did not regard any
alienated from the Samaritan worthy
Samaritans, & they of their time or
despised them. attention.

But it is evident from what Jesus did & said
that He did consider the Samaritans worthy of
spending time & healing — even if that person

is a Samaritan woman or a Samaritan leper.
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Foreigner
* For Jesus to * But because the
call this thank- foreigner — this one
ful Samaritan a thankful Samaritan -
foreigner would is the only one who
imply that Jesus & came back to thank
His disciples were Him — it implies that

still in Jewish lands. Jews feel ‘entitled’.

And the Jews often did feel entitled. Many of
them believed they were entitled to entry into the
kingdom because they were sons of Abraham.
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Your faith

* The Samaritan » The ten lepers
was right to responded in faith
come back & to Christ telling
glorify God & them to go show
thank Jesus. themselves to

« And Jesus told the priests.
the former leper » So was the
that his faith had Samaritan going to
made him well, go show himself to

as the other nine. a Jewish priest?
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Faith or presumption?

e Christ told these ten ¢ But some Christians

lepers to go show can be mistaken in
themselves to the the exercise of faith,
priests, & that was by believing that

an act of faith on God is going to

the part of each do something that
of them to begin God has not said
traveling to where that He would do.
they a could show .« That is presump-
themselves to the tion, but it is not

priests. the same as faith.
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Wait! Wait!

» Aren’t there going » And seven seals,
to be lots of signs trumpets & bowls?
of the co;nmg + Two witnesses?
kingdom? « The rise of the anti-

» Like rapture, first? christ & the false

* And then the anti- prophet - & their
christ makes a doom & Christ

treaty? returning?
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But, in Christ’s first coming...

* In Christ’s first * The Jews must
coming those embrace Christ as
events & signs their Messiah, now,
are not the issue, in Christ’s first
because there’s coming, or they
another issue that have not a chance

takes higher priority:  of ever seeing the

« Christ, the Messiah kingdom or even

is in their midst & anything that might
He’s the issue! be a sign before it.
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“Your house is left to you desolate”
» Backin Luke 13:24 + They would see

Jesus had already no signs of the
told them that they kingdom, & they
had already blown don’t recognize
the chance to the Messiah who
embrace Him is right in their
as the Messiah. midst!

There would be only a few Pharisees
who would come to believe.
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Next Sunday: The second coming

* Next Sunday, we’ll  + But what we must
be taking a look at always keep in mind
what Jesus says is that what we’re to
about the tribulation be looking forward
period and the to is not the second
second coming. coming or antichrist.

“...looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus...” Titus 2:13
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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