[image: image1.png]In Luke 19:1-10,
the background comes to the foreground

» What will be
essential to gaining
the eye-opening
insights into this
passage will be the
setting & cultural
background to this
unique account.

« What will also be

insightful as we
proceed through
this passage is to
keep an eye on Dr.
Luke’s pattern of
writing in the gospel
of Luke & in Acts.
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night before...

* Jesus told his
disciples that He
must be killed by
the Gentiles, & be
raised on the 39day.

» Jesus was passing
through Jericho
on the way to
Jerusalem with
this in mind.
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“Zaccheus” is the « Patriotic Jews

Greek version of considered tax
the Hebrew name collectors for the
“Zakkai”, meaning Romans to be the

“clean” or “innocent”. worst of the worst.
This is pure irony, » “Tax collectors &

because Zaccheus sinners” was their
was a chief tax phrase roughly
collector for the equal to “scum

despised Romans. of the earth”.



[image: image4.png]“Tax collectors (&...)"

* “tax collectors & * “tax collectors
sinners”; Matthew & prostitutes”:
9:10, 11; 11:19; Matthew 21:31,32
Mark 2:15,16; « “tax collectors”:
Luke 5:30; 7:34; Matthew 5:46:
15:1 Luke 3:12; 7:29

The references to an individual tax collector

are: Matthew 10:3; 18:17; Luke 18:9-14 & 19:2




[image: image5.png]Luke 19:1-10

[rony upon irony - some more

* While the Jews
viewed telling a lie
as a violation of
the Law of Moses
(Exodus 20:16),
they considered
it permissible to
lie to a Roman tax
collector, if needed
to protect property.

Understanding this,
Dr. Luke’s account
of the interactions
between Zaccheus
& Jesus is a totally
shocking revelation!

But as we will see
shortly, there are
even more shocking
revelations to come!
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Zaccheus was. ..

« Zaccheus was not « Nodoubt Zaccheus

just a “run of the had heard about
mill” tax collector, Jesus, & perhaps
but a “chief tax initially his interest
collector” (vs. 2). was simply curiosity,

« Hehadliveduptohis  butwe can see in
occupation’s infamy ~ verses3&4thathe

by accumulating a was quite strongly
great deal of money ~ Motivated to see
from his fellow Jews. ~ Jésus personally.
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The Zaccheus solution

» Jesus was being
followed by a crowd
of people as He
approached & was
passing through
Jericho (Luke 18:36).

* Since Zaccheus was
smallin stature, this
posed a rather large
problem.

So... this is “the
Zaccheus solution”:
run... climb...in
order to see Christ.

Zaccheus would get
into a place where
he could see Christ
over the crowd,
when He would
come by the tree.
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Zaccheus’ plan & Jesus’ plan

» The first part of
verse 5 shows
that Zaccheus’
resourceful strategy
of climbing a tree
that Jesus would
surely pass by did
work well, if simply
seeing Jesus was
the ultimate goal.

But Zaccheus was
about to find that
his plan was not the
only one in Jericho
that day.

Jesus had some
plans that would
change Zaccheus
day big-time - & his
life... & his eternity.
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When Jesus came to the place,

He looked up and said to him,

"Zaccheus,
hurry and come down+,

for today | must stay at your house." 6 And he
hurried and came down+ and

received Him gladly.

+ Jesus’ command to Zaccheus in verse 5

was to “come down”, & “hurry” was telling him to
be quick about it. Zaccheus’ action in verse 6

is a direct response to what Jesus’ said to him —
even to the point of matching words. Receiving
Him gladly tells us the attitude © of Zaccheus.
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Hurry!

» Jesus’ words, “hurry” + So to comply with

& “today” do give a

sense of immediacy
to Jesus’ command
to Zaccheus.

» Zaccheus had
not been given any
advance warning, &
by sundown it would
be the Sabbath.

Jesus’ command he
would indeed have
to hustle to avoid
doing any work on
the Sabbath!

It may have been
later in the day, as
well, making time
of the essence!
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‘I must stay at your house”

* \We may not catch » To eat with some-

the significance of one evil was to
Jesus’ saying that participate in their
He must stay at crimes & be a co-
Zaccheus’ house! conspirator or an

« In Jewish culture, accessory to their
it was thoughtthat... crimes.

Also, “must” (dei) in the Gospel of Luke
was often something that God required...
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And He said to them, "Why is it that you were
looking for Me? Did you not know that | had to
be (dei) in My Father's house?"

Luke 9:22

...saying, "The Son of Man must (dei) suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be
raised up on the third day."

Luke 17:25

"But first He must (dei) suffer many things and
be rejected by this generation.”
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They all began to grumble

* ‘When they saw it, * Verse 7 is at once

they all began to significant, pivotal,
grumble, saying, & totally predictable.
‘He has gonetobe . [et's movein

the guest of a man for a closer look at

who is a sinner. what's going on...
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How ‘in’ is the ‘in crowd’?

¢ The crowd has not
been mentioned
here since the brief
reference in verse 3.

« But now we hear
about what the
crowd saw, what
they did in response
& what they then
said to each other.

The crowd could not
have missed what
had just happened:

Zaccheus was up
where he could be
seen by everybody
& Jesus likely had
to speak up for
Zaccheus to hear
Him over the crowd.
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What's the buzz?

* Dr. Luke uses a * The buzzing of
word which is called person to person
an “onomatopoeia”: conversation having
a word that is an overtone of
intended to imitate negativity passed
the sound it names. quickly through the

. diagongguzﬁ = crowd that day
dia + gongguzé = + The brief exchange
through + grumble = between Zaccheus

a crowd grumbling. & Jesus had impact!



[image: image16.png]Luke 19:7

But everybody’s doing it!

Before we skip over
the hugely important
small words in this

verse, let’s take note
of the key word “all”.

The grumbling
among those in the
crowd was universal.

Dr. Luke said they
all responded alike!

What is puzzling is
that they all passed
negative judgment
on the One who
would one day be
the Judge of them all!

How much does the
crowd’s opinion, even
when it's unanimous,
actually matter?
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Ssssssssinnerrrrr...

« We see here that » As they saw it,
Zaccheus’ place as Zaccheus was one
a tax collector was who sins habitually
virtually equal to by fundamental
being a sinner: character.
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Stopped

* Verse 8 says that » But it may be that
Zaccheus ‘stopped’ Zaccheus stood
(NAS; ‘stood’ in the later on to speak,
KJV), implying that after he had talked

he said this right with Jesus & His
away, in response disciples, perhaps
to the crowd. over a meal.

But in either case what Zaccheus said
was very likely not a private declaration.
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A cultural insight

* While we might * In Jewish culture of
think that Zaccheus Jesus’ day, people,
& Jesus went from even crowds, often
the public gathering gathered to watch
among the crowd others eat & to listen
to the privacy of in on conversations,
Zaccheus’ own make comments &
quarters, that interact with those
would not be eating (Mark 2:15-17

quite right. & Luke 5:29-32).
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A public pronouncement

» Whether Zaccheus
spoke right there
after coming down
from the tree or
later when Jesus
was at Zaccheus’
home, it is clear that
he & Jesus spoke in
a public forum with
a number gathered.

The other offers

of “giving half” in
Scripture were also
made in a public
forum, by royalty:
We read of the king
of Persia doing this
in Esther 5:3,6; 7:2
& Herod Antipas,

in Mark 6:23.
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It's all in the numbers

« As Zaccheus
tells of his intent to
restore dishonest
gains to people, he
gives two numbers
to work with:

* He will start by
giving half of what
he has to the poor
outright.

Then he says he
will restore four
times as much as
any taxes taken
dishonestly.

This will take a lot
of digging through
Roman tax records
to accomplish! He’s
a chieftax collector!



[image: image22.png]Luke 19:8-10

Beneath the surface

» The rabbis taught * A man would make

that it was not a restitution 20%
prudent to give above what was
away more than taken dishonestly in
20% of one’s the case of extortion,
possessions, but paying back four
since more might times what was
make it hard for a taken was applied
person to remain for stealing sheep

self-sufficient. (Exodus 22:1)!
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If | have defrauded
anyone of anything...

* In the Greek text e So Zaccheus isn’t
this is called a “first denying or doubting
class condition”: that he had been

e« Zaccheus was dishonest with

saying, “...if, & it is people!

assumed to be true, + He is openly saying
| have defrauded that it is assumed to
anyone...” be the case!
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Salvation has come

» Being a tax collector + The tax collector

was looked upon
with such disfavor in
Jewish culture that
it was assumed that
a tax collector was
guilty, unless...

could be proven &
publicly declared
not guilty: Jesus did
exactly that, after
Zaccheus’ public
declaration.
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A question

* Now what Jesus » To begin with,
says here leaves we have been
us with a question: presented with a
Why is it that we faint outline — what
hear salvation actually took place,
announced with- & what actually
out hearing that was said went
Zaccheus trusts, way beyond what
believes, or has is recorded for us

faith in Christ? here by Dr. Luke.
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It's all in how you see it

* In the typical Jewish + And the Law of
mindset, there was Moses & the Old
an obvious logical Testament prophets
connection between  told repeatedly of the
being a Jew & daily coming of the Son of
living outthe Law. Man: the Messiah.

* Placing one’s faith  « So faith among the
in God was logically  Jews was expressed
expressed in living through the Law &
out the Law. hope in the Messiah.
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He, too, is a son of Abraham

» Jesus declares » So beyond being
Zaccheus to be a a physical son of
son of Abraham. Abraham, which

« Abraham was not Jesus said wasn’t
under the Law of sufficient anyway,
Moses, but the Zaccheus was a son
faith of Abraham of Abraham in the
was accounted sense that he had
unto him as placed his faith in

righteousness. God (Genesis 15:6).
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The Son of Man

* The Son of Man is a
phrase out of Daniel
7:13 & 14, & refers
to the Messiah's
coming, as He will
come to reign in the
Millennial kingdom
& forever after in
the New Heavens

& New Earth.

« Jesus often

called Himself
the Son of Man:

"For the Son of Man
has come to seek
and to save that
which was lost."

These words draw
upon what Jesus
had said in Matthew
5:24 & 10:6 (& Luke
15:1-7; see also
Jeremiah 50:6 &
Ezekiel 34:1-31).
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These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing
them: "Do not go in the way of the Gentiles,
and do not enter any city of the Samaritans;
6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.”

Matthew 15:24
But He answered and said, "l was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Jeremiah 50:6

"My people [Israel] have become lost sheep;
Their shepherds have led them astray."

(see also Ezekiel 34:1-31; Psalm 119:176)



[image: image31.png]Your problem is, you’re not Jewish!
If you were Jewish, you wouldn’t have those
problems - you’d have other problems!

* God has worked * But since the
through three account in Luke
primary groups 19:1-10 is so much
of people in the about Christ’s
working out of His singular ministry to
eternal purpose: a Jew in Israel, what
Gentiles, Jews & part of this applies
the Church to us in the Church?

What are some things | can “take home” today?
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» Zaccheus was
just in the tree for
a passing look, but
Jesus was pursuing
personal fellowship
with that one man.

* You may recall this
promise by Christ
from the book of
Revelation 2:17:

“...To him who
overcomes, to him

| will give some of
the hidden manna,
and | will give him a
white stone, and a
new name written
on the stone which
no one knows but
he who receives it.”



[image: image33.png]Oh, the crowds...

* The crowd may » By outward
get in the way of appearance, the
our beholding the crowd was close to
Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus & was even
+ The opinion of the moving along with
crowd may well be Him, but /ooking
in direct opposition close to Jesus was
to what God has not the same as
in mind for us as really being close

well as for Himself. to Jesus.



[image: image34.png]What? More than
one kind of a “son of Abraham”™?

e Galatians 3:6-7, e Zaccheus was a
“‘Even so Abraham son of Abraham,
believed God, and it because, as an
was reckoned to him  ethnic Jew, he had
as righteousness. expressed his faith
[from Genesis 15:6] in Jesus the Messiah.
7 Therefore, be sure . We are now sons

that it is those who of Abraham by faith
are of faith who are in Christ, apart from
sons of Abraham.” the Law of the Jews.



[image: image35.png]To seek & to save

« The Lord Jesus » Butin just a week,

Christ fulfilled His
appointed ministry
among those of
Israel that day as
He came into the
earthly life of a lost
Jewish man named
Zaccheus, restoring
him among Israel.

Jesus would fulfill a
necessary ministry
to all fallen humans
— all those in Adam
— by dying on a
cross & in doing so,
taking upon Himself
the sins of the whole
world: yours & mine.



[image: image36.png]It's about your position

» By birth, God gave + We in the Church, by
the Jews a door of spiritual birth, by faith,
opportunity, by faith,  have been given an
for spiritual position eternal positioninthe
based in their own heavenlies, in Christ,
earthly ethnicity, & which is apart from
that faith was to be the Law, & faith is
expressed in living expressed by Christ’s
by the Law in their life through us in our
daily condition. daily condition.
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