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It's about time...

» Thetiming of this » Very shortly, the

passage is just Last Supper would
days before the take place, a Pass-
crucifixion of Christ. over observance

« Lazarus has been that would be
raised, the so-called ~ turnedinto the
‘Triumphal Entry’ first Lord’s Table.
has taken place, * Then Christ would
& the Temple has be arrested & put

been cleansed. on a Cross...
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Desperate

* The leaders of the  + And there appears
Jews are starting to still be some
to get desperate substantial support
at this point. for Jesus - & for

. They had p|anned John the Baptlst -
to kill Jesus (John among the people,
11:50; 18:14), but & the leaders of
they had to catch the Jews know it,
Jesus on some & that bothers

great ‘snag’. them quite a bit.



[image: image3.png]Luke 20:1-
uke 20:1-2 « Now on the last

i day, the great day
Teachln.g & of the feast, Jesus
preaching stood and cried out,
* Jesus was saying, "If anyone is
teaching in the thirsty, let him come
temple courtyards &  to Me and drink. 38
colonnades, as He He who believes in
often did when He Me, as the Scripture
came to Jerusalem. said, 'From his
* But He was also innermost being will
preaching in the flow rivers of living
temple courtyards water.™

& colonnades. John 7:37-38
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Chief priests &
the scribes & the elders
* In reality there was  + Scribes were

only one chief priest  those who copied
at a time, but former Scripture as well

chief priests were as recording legal
still honorary chief documents of
priests, so they various kinds.
would be called e The word ‘elders’
‘chief priests’, just would refer to other
like we mlght refer leaders among the

to ‘living presidents’.  gSanhedrin.
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Authority

* These men who * They asked Jesus
were among the what they thought
Sanhedrin, came would be a challeng-
to Jesus, likely ing question.
sending a group, « They asked for the
but having one authority by which
of themas a He did the things
spokesman. that He did.

Who did Jesus claim to be,
& who did Jesus represent?
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Tricky question
» The leaders of the  + If they could get

Jews tried to ask Jesus to make a
tricky questions claim about who
for several days, He was that would
in the week before be considered
Christ was crucified. ‘blasphemy’...

Or if they could get Jesus to make a
claim of authority in conflict with the
Romans or the Jews, then that would be
an opportunity to have Him put to death.
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Uh-Oh!

* Now John the » John the Baptist
Baptist was a had openly called
problem for these these Jewish
Jewish leaders, & leaders a brood
in fact John the of vipers & said
Baptist was two other things, too!
kinds of problems  « And all the people
for these Jewish considered John the

leaders. Baptist a prophet.
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From heaven or from men

« Jesus asked these
Jewish leaders if
the baptism of
John the Baptist,
who openly
opposed the
Jewish leaders,
was from God
or from men.

The word ‘heaven’
is used here as a
euphemism for
‘God’, as was
common among
the Jews in Israel.

Essentially, where
did the authority for
John come from?
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This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"
20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, "l am
not the Christ." 21 They asked him, "What then? Are you
Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And
he answered, "No." 22 Then they said to him, "Who are you,
so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What

do you say about yourself?" 23 He said, "l am a voice of one
crying in the wilderness, 'make straight the way of the Lord,'

as Isaiah the prophet said.”

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They
asked him, and said to him, "Why then are you baptizing, if
you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26 John
answered them saying, "l baptize in water, but among you
stands One whom you do not know. 27 "It is He who comes
after me, the thong of whose sandal | am not worthy to untie.”
28 These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.
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Let's huddle

» They knew that they -+ If they said that
had better answer John the Baptist’s
this question very baptism was from
carefully, if at all. God, they were in

« John had openly trouble.
opposed the Jewish + But if they said that
leaders, & had not the baptism of John

given them the sort was from men they
of answer they were  would be in trouble
hoping to get. from the people.
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The goal was to Kill Jesus

» Since the goal was + These guys knew
to have Jesus killed, that Jesus had put

these men in the them in a real
Jewish huddle were predicament, the
certainly not going ‘horns of dilemma’,
to answer that the so they answered
baptism of John that they didn’t
was from men, have a play, er,

because that might they didn’t know
get them killed! from heaven or men.
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Admitting spiritual negligence

» According to the » Soin pleading

Law of Moses, the ignorance at this
leaders of the Jews point they were
had a fundamental being negligent,
responsibility to sidestepping a
judge whether a responsibility given
prophet was from them under the
God or from men Law of Moses.
(Deuteronomy + Their admission

13:1-5; 18:20-22). made them guilty.
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Nor will | tell you

+ It's certainly not, of + And He knew by

course, that Jesus whose authority He
didn’t know the did & said the things
answer to their that He did.
questions. « But Jesus also

¢ He knew, & in knew that these
other times & guys were not
circumstances asking questions
stated clearly in order to be

who He was. better informed.
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But there will be
other questions from these guys...

« As we'll see, these
guys have not just
asked the only
question aimed
at Jesus that
same week.

» Others will ask
questions of Jesus
with the same goal
in mind — kill Him.

* In the end, the

Jewish leaders

will have to convict
Jesus on the basis
of false testimony.

And they will have
to manipulate Pilate
into ordering a
death sentence

on false claims.
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A fitting parable

» Jesus turned right » The parable tells

around & told a about a man & the
parable that vineyard he planted,
revealed the & then rented out to
Jewish leaders’ vine-growers, just
intent, & what they before being gone
would, in fact, do on a journey for

in just a few days. quite some time.

The man who planted the vineyard is God the
Father, & Israel is the vineyard. The vine-
growers are the leaders of the Jews.
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Slaves sent & beaten

* |t was customary, « The series of slaves
& according to the sent & beaten were
contracts, that to represent the
vineyard owners prophets, many
would be paid rent of whom were
as a percentage of ill-treated.
the fruit harvest, . By the laws, three
which would years of possession
typically be brought ownership,

sold for cash. unless contested.
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The prophets were abused & worse

* God sent a line
of prophets to the
people of Israel, &
many of them were
mistreated, abused

& some even killed.

» Their messages
were often ignored,
bringing rebuke &
punishment.

« So Jesus

describing the
slaves of the
vineyard owner

as being beaten

& refused the fruit
due them was fitting
to the response of
Israel to God's
prophets.
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O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those sent to her! How
often | wanted to gather your children together,
just as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you would not have it!
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God sent His Son

» Portrayed as » But He said to
a soliloquy, the them, "l must
vineyard owner’s preach the kingdom
thoughts, that he of God to the other
might send His cities also, for | was
own son, are what sent for this
Jesus chooses to purpose.”
convey. Luke 4:43

God the Father sent His own Son.
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“This is the heir. Let us kill him...”

» Rather than » That is exactly
respecting the son what the leaders
of the vineyard of the Jews were
owner, the vine- going to do in just
growers saw it as a few days time.
an opportunity to + They would have
gain the vineyard Jesus killed, think-
for themselves. ing that is best.

That reasoning on their part would have
horrific consequences for the Jews.
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Killing Jesus

» Though the leaders
of the Jews thought
that killing Jesus
would accomplish
what they wanted,
it was, in fact, what
God planned &
had in mind from
eternity past
(Hebrews 13:20).

And Christ’s death
had multiple spirit-
ual purposes.

The cross was a
place of massive
spiritual accomplish-
ment for Israel, for
the church, & for

all of mankind for
time & eternity.
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Truth & consequences

» The vine-growers » Within only days

threw out the son these Jewish
& killed him. leaders would

« This is a direct carry out their
parallel to rejecting diabolical plan.
the gospel of the » And Jesus would
kingdom & the be killed for the
Messiah, offered eternal benefit
to the Jews. of many...

But with ghastly consequences for Israel.
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He will come & destroy

¢ The owner, * In the 66-70 AD
representing God rebellion against
the Father, will Rome, which Rome
come to destroy harshly suppressed,
the vine-growers, it was the end of
representing the many things among
Jewish leaders. the Jews:

The end of Jerusalem & the Jewish temple, the
Sadducees, Essenes, descendants of Esau, the
court of Shammai, & the genealogical records
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May it never be!

* These were words < It is the same set
of strong rejection of words that the
of Jesus’ message apostle Paul uses
—eventhe message in Romans &in
in the parable Jesus 1 Corinthians &
had just told. in Galatians.

This outright rejection of a proposition is found in
Romans 3:4, 6, 31;6:2, 15; 7:7, 13; 9:14; 11:1,
11: 1 Corinthians 6:15; Galatians 2:17; 3:21.
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Psalm 118:22 [from the Hallel]

The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief corner stone.

Psalm 118:22 connects to all these

Old & New Testament passages:

Isaiah 28:16; Zechariah 10:4;

Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17;
Ephesians 2:20-22; 1 Peter 2:6,7
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It's all about the stone!

« The leaders of the « The stone that the

Jews, with a very builders rejected
few exceptions, became the chief
outright rejected corner stone — the
Christ, & they foundation stone
plotted His death. for the church.

In their rejection of Christ as their Messiah &
Savior, they provided the cornerstone for the
foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:20-22).




[image: image27.png]Luke 20:18; Daniel 2:34, 44-45; Isaiah 8:14-15

A stone of judgment

¢ Christ is the stone e Christ will crush

that the builders those who oppose
rejected that has Him as Israel’'s
become a found- Messiah at His
ation stone for second coming,
the church, but & He will crush
He will also be the all those who
stone of judgment oppose His

at His second reign in the

coming. kingdom.



[image: image28.png]The Hebrew Poetry Pattern in Ephesians 2:19-22
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints,
and [youlare of God's household,

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets,

Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together,

is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,

22 in whom you also are being built together
into a dwelling of God  in the Spirit.
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