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It was likely on Wednesday

* The event that » According to
Dr. Luke describes the chronology
in Luke 20:19-26 developed by Dr.
appears to have Harold Hoehner,
taken place on & the earthquake
Wednesday during Christ’s
of the week crucifixion con-
of Christ’s firmed by Dr.
crucifixion. Steven Austin...

This interaction took place on April 1, 33 AD.
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Then the Pharisees went and plotted together how
they might trap Him in what He said. 16 And they
sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians,
saying, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful and
teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for
You are not partial to any. 17 Tell us then, what do
You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or
not?" 18 But Jesus perceived their malice, and said,
"Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? 19 "Show
Me the coin used for the poll-tax.” And they brought
Him a denarius. 20 And He said to them, "Whose
likeness and inscription is this?" 21 They said to Him,
"Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the
things that are God's." 22 And hearing this, they
were amazed, and leaving Him, they went away.
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Plan A: Arrest Jesus

» The initial plan that + And there were two

day was to arrest details about that
Jesus, which was particular time that
to be done by the we must take a look
temple guard, then at in order to under-
to hand Jesus over stand their dilemma.
to the Roman « One had to do with
authorities for the Romans & the

crucifixion. other the Jews.
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Sadducees, Pharisees,
Scribes & Herodians

* When we put « And the Pharisees,
the accounts from who made up the
Matthew & Luke majority of the San-
together we see hedrin, as well as
that members of their friends the
the Sanhedrin, scribes, & even
including the the very politically-
Sadducees inclined Herodians
(the chief teamed up to try

priests)... to arrest Jesus.
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Roman time window

» The opportunity » Pilate would come
for the leaders of over to Jerusalem
the Jews to have from time to time,
Jesus tried & then & especially at the
crucified by the times of Jewish
Romans was feasts, with an
because Pontius extra contingent of
Pilate’s head- Roman soldiers to
quarters was in keep himself safe
Caesarea, not & keep control in

Jerusalem. Roman hands.
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Jewish time window

» But the Jewish time + Ordinarily there

window that was were about 40,000
the Passover & the inhabitants in the
Feast of Unleaven- city of Jerusalem,
ed Bread, created & a bit more if we
a problem for the include the villages
leaders in carrying surrounding the
out their plan. city of Jerusalem.

But during feast times the population of the
Jerusalem area would swell to about 250,000!
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The Romans & the temple guard

* The Romans & » So for Jesus to
the temple guard be generally well-
together could not received by the
keep 250,000 people was a
rioting Jews under HUGE problem
control without for the leaders

massive bloodshed. of the Jews.

So on Wednesday, right before the
Passover on Thursday evening, the plan
was to catch Jesus in some fatal error.
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The parable

» Jesus had told the * The Jewish
parable of the vine- leaders, including
growers, in which the the members of
vine-growers beat & the Sanhedrin,

sent away empty the Sadducees,
three servants, & the Pharisees,
then killed the the scribes & the
owner’'s son, & Herodians under-
this was against stood the parable

the leaders. was aimed at them!
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‘Good guys’, eyes, ears & spies

» So this mixture » And they would
of otherwise pretend to be very
contentious righteous & would
groups of Jews even compliment
worked together Jesus publicly to
to send a delegation  see if they could
to Jesus to spy on catch Him on some-
Him, listening very thing for which the
carefully, watching Romans would

very closely... put Him to death.
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Lots of tension

» Between their small + So this delegation
Roman time window  of righteous-acting,

& the Jewish time very complimentary,
window of great spies had to find
crowds, many of something pretty
whom were favor- soon, but they had
able to Jesus, the to pull this off very,

leaders of the Jews very carefully, so as
were in a very tight to play the Romans
squeeze. & the Jewish crowds.
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Problem: Who Jesus really was

* The leaders of the
Jews had rejected
Jesus as deity &
the Messiah, so
they just didn’t
realize who He
was & that they
were not going to
be able to catch
Him in a fatal flaw.

* \Who Jesus really

was kept them from
being able to fool
Jesus about who
they really were

& what they were
thinking.

And, Jesus had told
them a parable that
said they’d kill Him!
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Teacher, we know

¢ The Jews would « So these men who
call a revered have been sent as
teacher a ‘rabbi’, spies (literally, “one

(literally, in Hebrew, hired to lie in wait”),
“Great one”), which begin by addressing
was a euphemism Jesus respectfully,
for ‘Teacher’. but intending to Kill.

Next they lie to Him, telling Him that
they know that He speaks
& teaches correctly.
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But wait, there’s more!

« Exodus 23:2,3 & « So these ‘hired

Leviticus 19:15,
from the Law of
Moses required
that Jews making
a judgment about
anything cannot
be partial to the
poor or even

the masses.

to lie in wait liars’,
with fatal intent,
tell Jesus that He
even complies
with the Law

of Moses in

this regard,

in order to

trap Him.
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Teach the way of God in truth

* Soin Jewish * When we examine
vernacular, they & consider their
falsely tell Jesus words, everything
that He teaches that they have
the Law of Moses said is true.
without bias or * But none of what
partiality & what they have said is
He teaches is with good intent, nor

the truth. do they believe it.
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Is it lawful?

» Their question is » But their question
not, ‘Does Roman is rather, “Does
law require that we the Law of Moses
pay taxes to prohibit us from
Caesar™? paying taxes to

« Of course it does! Caesar?

They were hoping that Jesus would come out
& say in front of everyone that the Law of
Moses prohibited paying taxes to Caesar.
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What they were hoping for...
» These ‘hired to lie » Then they could

in wait liars’ with just walk over to
deadly intent were the fortress Antonia
hoping that Jesus & turn Jesus into
would just outright the Romans & He
say that the Law of would be crucified
Moses prohibited promptly —or so
paying taxes to they were hoping

Caesar. would happen.
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Worst case scenario

» At the very least,
they were hoping,
Jesus would say
that it was lawful
to pay taxes to
Caesar, which
would offend

the people, who
uniformly hated the

Romantax collectors.

+ If Jesus would say
something to offend
the Jews, then, that
might decrease His
popularity with the
people, & reduce
the danger that the
people might riot
upon the moment
of Jesus’ arrest.
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Jesus made them produce the coin
» Jesus made them » Then He asked

produce the coin them to say whose
from their own likeness &
possession, an inscription were
open admission on the coin.

that they were « Both the front &

under the pagan the back of this
Roman government  yaonarius coin

because they were have an ima
disobedient to the & inscription.
law of Moses.
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A denarius coin

(Highest Ruler)

4gustus Ti(berius) Caesar Divi Aug(usti) F(ilius)
["Augustus Tiberius, son of the Divine Augustus“]
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You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any
likeness+ of what is in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the water under the earth.
9'You shall not worship them or serve them;
for |, the Lord your God, am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children, and on the third and the fourth
generations of those who hate Me, 10 but
showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those
who love Me and keep My commandments.
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Jesus could have asked...

« Jesus could have < And He could have

asked, “Why are said, “Do you guys
you guys carrying know that you're
around another under the Romans
nation’s likeness & carrying around
of a pagan deity, their coins because
living clearly in you’re living in
violation of the violation of the
Law of Moses?” Law of Moses?”

And that’s why you’re paying taxes to Rome!
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Brilliantly ambiguous answer!

e Jesus’ answer was ¢ Jesus did not tell

not only merciful — them not to pay

He didn’t ask the taxes to Caesar,
questions He could nor did He tell
have — but it was them not to reserve
also brilliantly everything material
ambiguous. for God.

Jesus left it with them that they must
decide what is Caesar’'s & what is God’s.
But even the coins brought to the temple

treasury violated the Law of Moses.
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Unable to catch Him

» The attempts to » They had already
catch Jesus over tried before, & had
words were not tried this last time
‘getting it done’ for as a joint effort
the Jew’s leaders. among ‘parties’.

The Sadducees would try one more trick question
& then quit, & the Pharisees would try one more
trick question & then quit, & that would be the
end of it! They would have to lie &
manipulate to kill Jesus.
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John 10:11-18

"I AM the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life
for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd,
who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and is
not concerned about the sheep. 14 | AM the good shepherd,
and | know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the
Father knows Me and | know the Father; and | lay down My life
for the sheep. 16 | have other sheep, which are not of this fold;
| must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they
will become one flock with one shepherd. 17 For this reason
the Father loves Me, because | lay down My life so that | may
take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but | lay

it down on My own initiative. | have authority to lay it down,

and | have authority to take it up again. This commandment

| received from My Father."
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