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This is still Wednesday

» Of course, the » By the next day
Jews would not the Jews will be
have called it that — getting ready for
they would have Passover - Jews
called it the 41 will be pouring
day of the week. into Jerusalem.

Passover, what we have come to call the Last
Supper, will be after sundown the next evening.
Jesus will have important explanations for them

at that Last Supper & as they go to Gethsemane.
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The huddle had not worked

* The Sadducees & » They sent a
Pharisees & scribes group to first spy
& Herodians huddle on Jesus, then to

that we read about ask him a question
last Sunday had about paying taxes
not worked. to Caesar.

That worked like nailing Jello to the wall, as
Jesus gave them a brilliantly ambiguous answer,
after making them produce & name the idolatrous

pagan images on their own coins!
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Ah, the Sadducees

* So now that the * Now the Sadducees
group hug & huddle are a special case,
had not worked, the because we have

separate groups nothing of their own
give it a try, with writings — only the
their favorite New Testament,
sectarian Law Josephus the

of Moses rabbi’s Pharisee, & the
riddle. early church fathers.

| The New Testament is the most reliable. |




[image: image4.png]Luke 20:27

How to thrill a Sadducee

« The Sadducees » For example, the
seemed to love Sadducee high
to ask probing priest Caiaphas
questions about would ask Jesus
things they didn’t if He was the
believe in. Messiah.

Since the Sadducees didn’'t believe in a
Messiah, Caiaphas wouldn’t believe any
answer Jesus gave, but it might make
the Pharisees twist & grimace & growl.
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What? No resurrection?

* The Sadducees had + So the Sadducees
been influenced by did not believe in a

the pagan Greek resurrection, while
philosophers, the Pharisees did,
most of whom but the Pharisees
denied that there thought that Greek
was any bodily philosophy was
resurrection. really, really bad!

So the Sadducees conjured up a rabbi’s riddle
for those who believed in a resurrection.
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When brothers live together and one of them
dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased
shall not be married outside the family to a
strange man. Her husband's brother shall go

in to her and take her to himself as wife and
perform the duty of a husband's brother to her.
6 It shall be that the firstborn whom she bears
shall assume the name of his dead brother, so
that his name will not be blotted out from Israel.

There followed several verses about what to do
if the brother did not want to cooperate by
taking his brother’s wife as his own.
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What? Polygyny is required?

* Polygamy is more * In the instance
than one spouse, & where a brother

polyandry is more died childless his
than one husband, brother was to
& polygyny is more marry the wife to
than one wife. have offspring.

So while the Law of Moses might require
polygyny in this case, by New Testament times
one man one wife became the biblical standard.
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...each man is to have his own wife, and each
woman is to have her own husband.

Ephesians 5:33

...each individual among you also is to love his
own wife even as himself...

1 Timothy 3:2

An overseer, then, must be ...the husband of
one wife... (a one-woman kind of man)

Titus 1:6

...if any man is ...the husband of one wife...
(a one-woman kind of man)
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It's a good thing that
this is a hypothetical case
» Either these men » This poor woman
all have really poor was widowed by
health, or this lady all seven brothers,
is really hard to yet still died with-
be married to! out any children!

While this part of the Law of Moses might require
polygyny, if a man were already married, what
the Sadducees described is more like what
could be called ‘barren septa-serial monogamy’.
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A Sadducee rabbi riddle

» The Sadducees * The reason they
had worked up this had worked up this
hypothetical case, rabbi riddle was to
which was possible, challenge a bodily
but very unlikely. resurrection.

The Sadducees thought that this rabbi riddle was
unsolvable — an over-the-top challenge to
any who believed in a resurrection,
such as the Pharisees... or Jesus.
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The Sadducees were
so thrilled with themselves

* The Sadducees * But the Law of
thought that they Moses, or so they
had really come thought, had no
up with a good guidance for what
one that could would happen
not be answered. once a person

« The Law of Moses was resurrected,
says what must be WhICh, of course,

done here on earth,  they didn't believe
by observant Jews. In anyway.
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Soon to discover...

» But the Sadducees + One mistake they

were soon to made is that Jesus
discover that they knew that there
had several points were, in fact,
wrong with their going to be

‘no resurrection’ resurrections
viewpoint. of the body.

And being very well aware of what the word
of God says, Jesus would soon reveal
the ignorance of the Sadducees.
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[image: image17.png]Luke 20:34-35; Matthew 28:19, 20; Galatians 1:4; Hebrews 6:5

This age... that age

» The New Testament + ‘That age’, ‘the age

has a pattern in the
use of the word
‘age’:

* ‘The age’, ‘this age’,
& ‘this present evil
age’ refer to the time
from when Adam
fell to the Messiah’s
age.

to come’, or ‘the
one to come’ refer
to the Messiah's
age, which we
see called ‘the
kingdom of God’,
‘the kingdom of
heaven’ or just
‘the kingdom’.
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Sons of this age

» This age, the one < But the ones of
we’re in now, where this age who have
people have bodies believed will be

like we have now, resurrected bodily
marry & are given at the beginning
in marriage. of the kingdom.

Jesus is not referring to those in the church,
from Acts to the rapture, who will be resurrected
before the Tribulation period begins. He is
referring to Old Testament & Tribulation saints.
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"Now at that time Michael, the great prince who
stands guard over the sons of your people, will
arise. And there will be a time of distress such
as never occurred since there was a nation
until that time; and at that time your people,
everyone who is found written in the book,

will be rescued. 2 Many of those who sleep

in the dust of the ground will awake, these to
everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and
everlasting contempt.”

See also Isaiah 26:19
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Resurrected bodies won’'t be married

» Jesus is also saying + Then we will not be
that marriage is for married as we can
earthly times in be now, nor will we
bodies like we reproduce physically

have now, but
that when we
in the church
& other saints
of other groups

are resurrected. ..

then, either.

There will be no
command to be

fruitful & multiply
to those who are
resurrected.
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No more death

« Once resurrected to + Here we have bodies

life, for those who that cannot continue
believe, the body to live, but then we’ll
will not experience have bodies that
death ever again. cannot ever die.

But there will be other valuable & important

characteristics of that new body & the New

Heavens & New Earth that you & | should
know about.
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& the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21:3-4

And | heard a loud voice from the throne,
saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is
among men, and He will dwell among them,
and they shall be His people, and God Himself
will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; and there will no
longer be any death; there will no longer be
any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first
things have passed away."
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Angels of heaven do not reproduce

* The angels of » And because of
heaven do not these insights,
reproduce & we can see that
never will, nor marriages here
do angels marry, will not continue
fall in love, or lust. on into heaven.

» So it is with those » A marriage here
who are resurrected, may be ‘made in
whether of the heaven’, but it won’t
church or otherwise. continue on there.
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Sadducees

» According to * In Exodus 3:6 it
some records says, “I| AM the God
the Sadducees of Abraham, the
only held to the first God of Isaac and
five books of the the God of Jacob.”
Old Testament, « That is not, | was”,
&if so, then Jesus’ g0 He is still the
reference to the God of Abraham,
burning bush in the God of Isaac, &

Exodus fits well. the God of Jacob.
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“...Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the
prophets in the kingdom of God...”
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The God of the living
» On the physical side + The Sadducees

& from a physical
perspective, people
can be dead.

* But because God
sees the spiritual
side & will be the
one who resurrects
people, He is the
God of the living.

greatly respected
Exodus 3:6 (also
quoted in Acts
7:32), but they
didn’t see that
one coming &
they had no
answer to what
Jesus said, either.
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Teacher, You have spoken well

« The scribes were < But in their inter-

most often friends actions with the
of the Pharisees, Sadducees they
who believed in had not thought
the resurrection, & of what Jesus had
of course would just said to them.
approve of what « So they, & the
Jesus just said to Sadducees,

the Sadducees. kept quiet.
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The rapture is next

* There is no * We who are in the
prophetic event body of Christ are
which must take encouraged & even
place before the eternally rewarded
rapture of the for anticipating that
church. ‘twinkle of an eye’.

"In My Father's house are many dwelling places;
if it were not so, | would have told you; for | go to
prepare a place for you. 3 If | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and receive you
to Myself, that where | am, there you may be
also." John 14:2-3
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Heaven or Kingdom focused
* We in the body of » But while other

Christ will have an saints are focused
inheritance in the on the kingdom, we
kingdom, which in the body of Christ
will be focused ought to be focused
on Christ, directly & on Christ in the
personally on Him. heavenlies.

It's there in the heavenlies in Christ
where we are blessed, seated with Him,
& have a heavenly citizenship.
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Home with the Lord

* When we have our + Even while we are
resurrection bodies, physically here on

we will be ‘home this planet, in the
with the Lord’, there heavenlies in Christ
in the heavenlies. is our heart’'s home.

Seeking & setting our minds on things
above is exactly what our Lord has in
mind for us — there where we’re blessed,
seated, & have our citizenship.
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