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Two different topics

» This passage has » The second topic

two very different is an introduction to
topics: the question about
« The first is the poor ~ What is going to
widow who gave happen in the future
more than the of the ChurCh, the
wealthy donors to nation & people of
the temp|e treasury_ |Srae|, & the world.

The rest of what is going to happen will
take a couple more Sundays to cover.
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[image: image3.png]* The Court of Women only
allowed qualified Jewish
women, their qualified children,
& qualified Jewish men.

* Around the perimeter were
thirteen chests to receive
contributions, nine of which
were for contributions required
under the Law of Moses, & four
of which were for voluntary
contributions.

« Each of the thirteen chests had
signs to indicate the purpose of
each chest, & each one had a
trumpet-shaped ‘funnel’ into
which one could drop the coins.

Court of Women

Court of the Gentiles
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The rich
» Those who were » Coins greater in
rich were evident weight & number
by the clothing they made quite a bit of
wore & the amount noise as they hit

of money they quite the ‘trumpets’ &
openly contributed dropped into the
to the temple’s temple’s treasury
treasury chests. chests.

People could be easily impressed by the
fine clothing, & the number & the weight of coins.




[image: image5.png]Luke 21:2

A widow
» Jesus saw a widow, <+ The copper coin
evidently poor, was known as a
putting just two lepta, & it was
small coins into worth only 1/128t

the temple treasury. of a denarius.

A denarius was a coin considered the
typical day’s wage for a laborer
or a lowest level soldier. So this
lepta coin was very, very small in value.
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Sacrifice & trust

» The widow gave » But her sacrificial
sacrificially, out of giving also showed
her love for God — that she trusted the
the two lepta coins Lord to provide for
being, as we’ll see, her needs — even
all that she had. if miraculously.

This reminds us of the widow of Zarephath
(1 Kings 17:8-16), who provided food for Elijah

& her household by a daily miracle, though
she had nothing.
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The widow put in more

* The wealthy putin  + But the widow’s two

a portion of their tiny lepta were all
plenty & others that she had to
were impressed. live on.

So Jesus said that the poor widow gave
more — even more than all of them!
Jesus had condemned the scribes —
who gave more to the temple -
for devouring widow’s houses —
forcing the widows to have less.




[image: image8.png]1 & 2 Corinthians both offer guidance
on giving under grace, but here is
a good & gracious basis for giving:

2 Corinthians 9:7

Each one must do just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.
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Spectacular descriptions

» The second » The upgrades
temple — the one to the operating
that replaced temple were begun
Solomon’s temple under Herod the not-
- was completed so-Great in 20 BC &
in 515 BC. finished in 63 AD.

Josephus described it as a gleaming
marble temple with gold top & trim. It
was 15 stories tall & the stones were
given a custom edge bevel throughout.
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Votive gifts
» Votive gifts * An example would
were luxurious be the golden vine
decorations of the & columns at the

temple to beautify it. ~ temple entrance.

Wealthy individuals & groups would offer
votive gifts in cooperation & coordination
with temple authorities. That way
everything was more or less in
keeping with the Law of Moses
& decorating styles & themes.
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Nice building — nasty people
* The temple building + But though there

itself was indeed were individual
most impressive: exceptions, a

« Carefully crafted great many Jews
large stones, fitted m_the land of Israel
together with great failed to see that
precision, & gold their long-promised
work at such a Messiah was truly

scale, it was visible walking among
from far away. them.
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Going... going... gone!
» The upgrades of » But in 66 AD the

the second temple, Jews would rebel,
begun under Herod & in late summer of
the not-so-great in 70 AD the Romans
20 BC, & still under would invade, & the
construction in the stones would all be
time of Christ, will taken down & cast
still be ongoing off of the temple

until 63 AD. mount.
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If only the stones
were all that was damaged

+ If the Romans * But the Jews in
taking the temple favor of fighting
stones apart & the Romans
shattering them slaughtered the
all were the only other Jews who
tragedy, that by were not in favor
itself would have of fighting the
been better than Romans, before
what actually the Romans

happened. even came.
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The Disciples’ Questions Topic Jesus’ answers
“When will these things . .
be?” (Matthew 24:3; Mark | '"® t'mef t"hf ";e dels““d"’” Luke 21:8—28
13:4; Luke 21:7) orthe temple
“What will be the sign of
your coming and of the
end of the age?” (Matthew

24:3) “What will be the sign
when all these things are
going to be fulfilled?” (Mark
13:4) “What will be the sign
when these things are
about to take place?”
(Luke 21:7)

The sign that would signal
Jesus’ coming and the end
of the age

Matthew 24:4-31;
Mark 13:5-27
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Jewish context

» As these questions + These are Jews

are being asked, it in the Jewish land,
is critical for us to with an operating
keep in mind the temple, & all are
Jewish context of under the Law
these questions: of Moses.

These men do not yet understand what
is going to transpire in the next 50 days,

much less in the decades, centuries
& eons to come.
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Where are they?

* We have the insight + So having come out
from Matthew 24 & of the temple & the

Mark 13 that this temple courtyards,
conversation with they are on the
Jesus & His 12 Mount of Olives
disciples took place as Jesus answers
on the Mount of these questions:

Olives, overlooking « \When?

the temple mount . PN
& Jerusalem. What sign’



[image: image19.png]


[image: image20.png]


[image: image21.png]Acts 5:36-37

"For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming
to be somebody, and a group of about four
hundred men joined up with him. But he was
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed
and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas
of Galilee rose up in the days of the census
and drew away some people after him; he

too perished, and all those who followed

him were scattered.”

Acts 21:38

"Then you are not the Egyptian who some time
ago stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand
men of the Assassins out into the wilderness?"
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Wait until it’'s the real Jesus

» Before telling » The disciples had
about the timing the real Jesus right
of all these things, in front of them.

& before talking + But fake Christs
about the signs, have come about,
or anything else, & will come about,
Jesus first warns claiming to be
them to see to it Jesus or to know
that they are not the when & where

misled. & who.
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Fake timing, too!

» Not only will there * When it comes to

be fake Christs, prophecy, there is
but there will be no end to the fake
fake timing, too. Messiahs, false

« Jesus warned the dates & warnings,
disciples about & terrible interpret-
these fakes & ations of Scripture,
we can take such that many are
the warning skeptical &/or are

for ourselves. quite confused.
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Lots of confusion

e Qver the centuries « Some of the
there has been lots later confusions:
of confusion about  « Christ is king
these matters, which & the church

resulted from what is His kingdom
was injected into .

what Christ taught ~ * §h oman
about things to Jerusalem was
come.

the 2" coming
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People draw the wrong conclusions

» Back then people « Wars, disturbances,

drew the wrong & all sorts of great
conclusions about turbulence did not
what was a sign of mean that the end
the end, just like of Jerusalem was
they do now. near.

Nor do such things mean that the end is
near, now. Christ will not come again
or rapture us just because we
think it’s about the right time.
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Expanding the timeframe

* While the disciples’
questions as
reported by
Dr. Luke were
focused on the
destruction of the
temple, Christ also
answered about the
times ahead, as
we’ll see later on.

But it is important
not to jump to false
conclusions just
because dramatic
& very momentous
things appear to
be happening in
our own time.
These should

not distract us.
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For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks
search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ
crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to
Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.

Philippians 3:20-21
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of
our humble state into conformity with the body

of His glory, by the exertion of the power that
He has even to subject all things to Himself.
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