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It started with admiring the temple

» The disciples were  + And all that very
admiring the stones amazing construc-
& votive gifts at the tion was looking

temple. better & better
« Indeed the temple all the time!
had been under * And the impressive

reconstruction since upgrades would

20 BC, & all during continue until 63 AD
the lives of the — 30 years of even
disciples. more upgrades!
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Jesus made a stunning statement

» Jesus told them that + The disciples ask
all these impressive when these things
stones & votive gifts  will happen & what

will be torn down, will be the sign that
so that not even will tell us that these
one stone will be things are about to
left upon another. happen?*

* A paraphrase, rather then a quote. Matthew
Mark & Luke, taken together, tell us that they also
asked about His coming & the end of the age.
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Jesus will give them the ‘big answer’

» Rather than just * And Jesus will tell
answer the question  them about the
about when the coming Roman
temple will be torn attack on Jerusalem,
down, Jesus uses & even about the
this question as an coming seven year
opportunity to tell tribulation & His
them about what to own second coming
expect right away to earth to establish

& then later on... His kingdom.
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All of the apostles & their associates

* Virtually all of the » Jesus is preparing

apostles & their them all to expect
associates, & their persecution in the
delegates, would time that is about
be persecuted. to come on them.

And as we read the book of Acts,

the letters from the apostles & their
associates, & other historical records,
that is exactly what we find — they were
persecuted!
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Synagogues & prisons...

kings & governors

» Synagogues were * In Acts 24 Paul
not just a Jewish spoke before
place of worship in governor Felix...
those days, but also . And in Acts 26,

places of judgment  pefore king Agrippa

& punishment. - In 2011 it was

* The Jews & the announced that
Romans both had the tomb of the
prisons in which apostle Philip

to hold people. was found.
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An opportunity for your testimony

* The apostles & » But even these
their associates & times of persecution
those who became provided opportunity
believers as aresult  for testimony to the
of their ministries Jews & the Roman
were persecuted officials, as we see

first by the Jews, & in Acts 23 to 26,
later by the Roman when Paul spoke
authorities. to them directly.
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A ministry from within

* It might seem that » God intended to

what the apostles give them the words
would say would to speak as the

be something that opportunities arose,
they would want to such that not only
consider carefully & were the words of
to plan in advance. Scripture inspired,

+ And ordinarily that but the words given

might be a good tothem at suchtimes

idea, but... were also inspired.
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As Jesus had done

» The disciples had
seen that Jesus
was able to silence
His opponents on
tricky questions
& word traps.

* That was even to
the point that His
opponents stopped
saying anything.

* Jesus was now
telling the disciples
that they would be
given the words to
speak such that
their opponents
would not be able
to speak words in
opposition orin
refutation.
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Former family & friends

* Issues can arise » But the disciples,
among family & soon to be apostles,
friends, of course, are being prepared
which ought to be for a time when they
worked out to will be betrayed by
resolution, if family & friends by
possible. reason of the name

« There are biblical of Christ & the

principles that apply ~ grace gospel of
to such cases. salvation by faith.
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Not just a little ‘tension’

» Jesus is telling
these men that for
the sake of Christ &
for the sake of the
gospel they are not
just risking a family
feud & or difficulties
with their friends
in which there is
social tension.

He is telling them
that those who are
family & friends now
will betray them to
the point of death.

The sentiment
among them will
not be just apathy
or irritation, but
outright hatred.
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Killed, but keep
all your hair?

» A person could
easily be puzzled
by this statement.

* What is Jesus
getting at with
these words?

» Matthew 10:28-31

gives us the
needed insight:

* "Do not fear those

who kill the body but
are unable to kill the
soul... 29 Are not two
sparrows sold for a
cent? And yet not one
of them will fall to the
ground apart from
your Father. 30 But
the very hairs of your
head are all number-
ed. 31 So do not fear;
you are more valu-
able than many
sparrows."”
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The truth

* The truth is that * But the Father will
the apostles will be not take the loss of
subject to intense their lives casually,
persecution & & in one way or
suffering for another, they will
Christ’s name, all be brought home
even to the point at the right time, at
of being killed the time the Father

for His name. sets for them.
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Jesus must give His life, but...

» Jesus must give » But the disciples, on
His life, less than 48 the other hand, were
hours after the time to expect persecu-

when He spoke tion, but not to aim
these words. for martyrdom, &

« And Jesus was they were to endure
not a victim nor until the Father
simply a martyr for called them home

the Christian cause, ~ at His timing &
nor an example. in His way.
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Jerusalem, the Jews & the Gentiles

» Jesus will turn from « As Jesus did in
telling the disciples, Matthew & Mark,
soon to be apostles, He will use ‘you’

what to expect as a literary ‘you’,
regarding them- meaning that all
selves & their the disciples as
ministries, to what ‘representative
will happen to Jews’ would see
Jerusalem, the what He is

Jews, & Gentiles. describing.
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This is the Roman attack

* The Jews rebelled  + Very sadly, much of

in 66 AD, & the the loss of life came
Roman army came from Jew against
with waves of Jew — some Jews
attack, culminating slaughtering those
in an attack on Jews who would not

Jerusalem in 70 AD.  fight the Romans.

Interestingly, the Christians in Jerusalem got out before
the Romans positioned themselves around Jerusalem,
most escaping to Pella, on the east side of the Jordan.
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Get out of Jerusalem!

« As we saw, the ¢ All those inside
Christians did get of the walls of
out of Jerusalem, Jerusalem, &
early enough to even many
avoid the great elsewhere
slaughter of Jews in Israel’s cities
by fellow Jews, & towns, were
starvation inside killed or captured,
the walls, & ruin, flooding the slave
killing & capture markets in that part

by the Romans. of the empire.
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The land, the people

» For Israel, ‘the land’ + Pregnancy, delivery,
referred to the land & nursing of babies

of Israel, & ‘this are wonderful things
people’ referred of God’s own design.
to the people of « But not when there
_Isr?el who are is a siege, starva-

in ‘the land’. tion & slaughter.

Details are recorded of how horrible it was that
we will not repeat here. But it is clear that
Jesus’ warning is not at all overstated.
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Fall, led captive, trampled

* The death toll * So many were led
was estimated captive (97,000) that
by Josephus at the slave market
1,100,000, at the was glutted & the
hand of the Jews price of slaves
& the Romans. was depressed.

The Jews lost ‘the Jerusalem of Israel’ as they
had known it. The Gentiles would control the
city of Jerusalem for many centuries, & the
times of the Gentiles are not done, even now.




[image: image21.png]Luke 21:12-24

Persecution &...

» We're not the » But persecution
apostles, & we've or not, we're not
enjoyed many years  staying here on
of freedom, but that this planet in

freedom seems to these bodies.
be diminishing. » There will be a

» Persecution way & a time that
could be just the Father calls
‘around the each of us to

corner’. come home.
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More than 19 centuries

* More than 19 * The apostles have
centuries have long since gone
passed since from the earth.
Jesus said « The destruction
these words. of Jerusalem took

» That’s 724,412 place just as Jesus
days since Jesus said, more than 19
said these things. centuries ago.

So what Jesus has said so far is all in the past,
except for ‘the times of the Gentiles’ ending.
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Home with Him

* Though the times * We'll meet Him in

of the Gentiles has the air, & we will
not ended, the next be changed in a
event on God’s moment, to be like
prophetic calendar Christ in every

is the rapture, when respect except
Christ comes to His deity, & forever
take us home, at we will be with the
the command of Lord, wherever

the Father. He is.
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