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The four gospels & the Jewish trials

« When we examine
the four accounts
of Jesus before
Annas, Caiaphas
& the Sanhedrin
there are indeed
differences in what
is included & what
is the sequence of
events.

We will take Luke’s
sequence in order,
adding insights from
the other gospels,
especially the
gospel of John.

It appears that both
Peter & John were
present together

for awhile that night.
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All of the events that

took place from the Last
Supper until Christ’'s
Resurrection, took place in
or very near to Jerusalem.
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Reliable Eye-
witnesses

Never Agree

“In all the cases I've
ever worked, from
simple theft and
assault cases, to
robberies and homi-
cides, I've yet to
have a case where
the witnesses of
the event agreed on
every single detail.”

* Reliable Eye-

witnesses Raise
Questions

“...for every question
an eyewitness
answers about what
occurred at a crime
scene, a new
question is often
raised. There are
times when eye-
witnesses even raise
more questions than
they have answered.”



[image: image3.png]“‘Now let’s take a look at the gospel accounts.
Skeptics often cite the variations between
accounts as evidence of their unreliability. As a
detective who has worked multiple eyewitness
cases, | find their variations to be with an ex-
pected & acceptable range... | spent the first
nine years of my career investigating crimes as
a committed atheist. Even then, | would have
approved the notion that witnesses who fail to
agree on every detail, raise as many questions
as they seem to answer & are inaccurate in
some detail of the event, could still be trusted
as reliable eyewitnesses... | now know that the
gospels actually exceed what | would require
to consider them reliable.” - Posted online by
J. Warner Wallace, December 14, 2012
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Monumental Impacts Forever

* There will be * We've said that the
monumental evidence is growing
impacts forever that the crucifixion
from the events of Christ took place

about to take place on April 3, 33 AD,
in the hours & days & that many in
that are immediately  Jerusalem will be
ahead of us in Luke. rocked to the core.

But many will be impacted greatly for all
eternity by the events of those few days.





[image: image5][image: image6.png]Luke 22:54; Hebrews 13:20; Psalm 22;
Zechariah 11:12; Psalm 41:9; 55:12-14

Christ was arrested

e Christ was arrested, <+ That Jesus Christ

in order that He be would be crucified
put on trial & then for you & for me
crucified, as had had been told in
been planned & advance about
agreed upon in 1000 years before
eternity past. it happened.

That Christ would be betrayed by a
friend for 30 pieces of silver was told
centuries in advance of this very night.
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Peter was following, but...
* Luke 22:54 says » John 18:15-16 tells

that Peter was us that John, by his
following at a familiarity to the
distance, but it household of the
may come as a high priest, was
surprise that John able to have Peter
was already at the allowed into the
house of the high house of the high
priest when Peter priest, too, along

came to the gate! with him.
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Peter sat among them

» Peter sat among * Not only was it
the staff of the high a moonlit night,
priest, sitting around  but the firelight

the fire that was in & Peter’s close
the middle of the proximity made
courtyard. him identifiable.

And since Peter was the one who lunged
forward to cut off the ear of the servant
of the high priest, that would also make
him all the more identifiable & notable.
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First, the servant girl

* The servant girl » And the text says
of the high priest’s that she looked
household was the intently at Peter
first to recognize in the firelight,
Peter's face, as before saying
one who was anything out
with Jesus. loud.

We’re not certain where the servant girl
had seen Peter with Jesus, but she did
recognize Peter as being with Christ.
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NOT!

* AsDr. Luke reports + So Peteris
Peter’s response, emphatic as he
the word translated responds to this
‘not’ is emphasized servant-girl’s
by bringing it to the statement that
very front of the Peter was with
sentence. Christ.

And as Luke 22:59 will make clear,
Peter emphatically & repeatedly denied
knowing Christ, with a Galilean accent.
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You are one of them!

* A man who was * As we've seenin
present there by the  our investigation of
firelight also noticed Dr. Luke’s gospel,
Peter & recognized Peter is outspoken,
that Peter had been bold, & aggressive,
with Jesus. so0 he’s memorable.

John was recognized by the household
of the high priest, but they did not seem
to associate him with Jesus. But Peter
still says, “Man, | am not!”
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A Galilean, too

» This man is very » Because this man
insistent that Peter is the last one to
was with Christ, & speak about Peter
also recognizes that  before the rooster
they are Galileans, crows, this man
because of their may be the relative
distinctive speech. of Malchus.

And in John’s gospel this last man to
speak said he saw Peter in the garden
of Gethsemane, just a short time before.




[image: image13.png]Luke 22:59-60

Crowing roosters

* While we often think
of roosters crowing
at the early dawn
hours, or as the sun
is rising, the truth
is that it is real
common for some
roosters to crow
at various times
of the night.

That is especially
true at or near a full
moon, as this was.

So the rooster
crowing in this
account does not
automatically mean
that it is early dawn
or sunrise when the
rooster crows &
Peter has denied
the Lord three
times.
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Turned & looked at Peter

* Luke is the one » Can you imagine
gospel that records what that moment
Jesus turning & was like for Peter
looking at Peter. to experience?

We’re not told what facial expression
Jesus had when He looked at Peter,

but | believe Peter knew that the Lord
loved him, even at that moment. Only
hours before, Jesus had washed Peter’s
feet. Only hours later Jesus died for him.
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John was there

» John had gotten to
the house of Annas
before Peter, &
because John was
known to the house-
hold staff of the high
priest, got Peter into
the house of Annas.

< John, who was also
likely stationed in
the same courtyard
with Peter, was most
likely witnessing
both the trial of
Jesus before Annas
& Peter’s denials.

John likely also witnessed Jesus’
trial before Caiaphas as well,
along with Peter’s denials.
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Let’s learn from Peter

» God is not surprised + Our determination
by anything, & there  to do or not do
is nothing that Satan something is worse

can do to us that than useless.

God has not « Instead, our faith in

allowed. & dependence upon
* God may be doing the Lord is the only

something very thing that’s really

different than what spiritually useful

we think He’s doing. & rewardable.



[image: image17.png]Luke 22:61-62 » “...He Himself bore

Let's learn our sins in His body

on the cross, so that
more from Peter o might die to the

* The Lord, in the last sins and live to the

hours of a human righteousness; for
body like ours, by His wounds you
turned to look were healed. 25 For
at Peter briefly. you were continually

straying like sheep,

e That’s all it took but now you have

for Peter to come returned to the
to a very piercing Shepherd and
realization of his Overseer of your

predicted failure. souls.” 1 Peter 2:24-25
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Mocking, beating, blindfolding

» The men, likely » They may have
Jewish temple heard that Jesus
guards, were was going to die,
mocking & as was the plan
beating Jesus, that was set out
but this was only by Caiaphas just
the beginning of days before Jesus’
such abuse. arrest.

Part of the mocking & beating was to put
a blindfold on Jesus, then demand that He
prophesy by saying who it was who hit Him.
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Deuteronomy 13:1-18, 18:622 ° | NESE Men may

have even thought

Blaspheming that Jesus was a
false prophet.

* The men who » They did not
abused Jesus understand that
thought they they were abusing
were dealing the Creator of the
with a man universe, who loved
who was soon them so much that
to be a crucified He would die for
criminal, so they their sins — so they
treated Him were blaspheming

accordingly. Him profusely.
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The council assembled

* Dr. Luke does not
report directly on
the middle of the
night interrogation
by first Annas &
then Caiaphas, as
the other gospels
do, but he keeps
the denials of Peter
in one account.

The council, aka
the Sanhedrin, are
assembled for final
interrogation & ruling
on Jesus.

It is all a sham, of
course, because
they all know what
the decision will be:
death.
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If you are the Christ

» Caiaphas had * And the Pharisees
earlier asked Jesus will assume that the
if He was the Christ claim of Jesus to be

(= the Messiah = the Messiah is most
the Anointed One), certainly a false
the Son of God. claim.

But the chief priests are all Sadducees — they
don’t believe in a Messiah! But this question
is asked assuming it's true because they want
Jesus to say that He is the Messiah!
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But He said to them, "If | tell you, and | may or
may not, there’s not the slightest chance you
will believe; 68 and if | ask a question, and |
may or may not, there is not the slightest
chance you will answer."



[image: image23.png]Psalm 110:1
The Lord says to my Lord:

"Sit at My right hand until | make Your enemies
a footstool for Your feet.”
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From now on
* What Jesus tells * What won’t be

them about Him revealed for another
being seated at 28 years is that you
the right hand of & | - & every one of
the Father is going those trembling

to be true when He disciples are seated
ascends, which will there with Him in

beonMay 14,33 AD. the heavenlies!
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The Son of the God

« Some have doubted
that leaders of the
Jews were asking
if Jesus was divine.

» But the response in
the next verse & in
Matthew 26:62-66 &
John 10:22-31 says
they were asking if
He claimed deity.

Jesus’ response
was literally, “You
are saying that |
AM”.

The Jews took that
as a ‘Yes’ answer,
that He was indeed
claiming deity, &
that was considered
to be blasphemy!
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Blasphemy calls for death!

» Among the Jews » Since these Jews
living under the Law  'knew’ that Jesus
of Moses, commit- was not the long-
ting blasphemy calls ~ promised Messiah
for stoning the nor was He deity,
person to death this called for the

(Leviticus 24:10-16).  death penalty.

So now the only task before them was to
convince Pontius Pilate to sentence Christ
to crucifixion within a couple of hours.
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Could Christ have just ‘not answered’

* In truth Christ » They would have
could have just not had to come up with
answered the many something else to
questions they were bring about a death

asking, rather than sentence - & they
to tell them that He tried really, really
was the divine hard to come up
Messiah. with something.

But Christ gave them what they
wanted — He told them the truth!
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just
as He chose us in Him before the foundation of
the world, that we would be holy and blameless
before Him.

Ephesians 5:25-27

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself up for her,

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed
her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that
He might present to Himself the church in all her
glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing;
but that she would be holy and blameless.
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