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[image: image2.png]Luke 23:26, 33; Matthew 27:38; Mark 15:27

Crucified between two criminals

» Simon of Cyrene * The cross piece
finished carrying was fastened to
the cross piece the post, & Jesus,
(patibulum) to the the righteous one,
Place of the Skull was voluntarily

(Aramaic: Golgotha).  crucified.

Two criminals, called ‘robbers’ by Matthew &
Mark, were crucified on either side of Him.
Nails would be placed where the hand & the
wrist meet, rather than the middle of the palm.
One nail would typically go through both feet.




[image: image3.png]Luke 23:33

What this looked like

* To the Jewish * The Roman soldiers
leaders it looked were just doing their
like Caiaphas’ plan jobs, which included
for Jesus to die for crucifixion duty.
the people was « And many of those
working out just present or passing
fine. by mocked Jesus or

» And for the disciples  otherwise verbally
this was a shocking, abused Him &
terrifying event. taunted Him.
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Crucifixion was a billboard

« The Romans had in
mind that crucifixion
was a billboard that
said, “Don’t mess
with Rome!”

+ It was intentionally
exceedingly painful,
intensely shaming,
& often did not bring
death quickly.

But for us Christ’s
horrible, monstrous
& ghastly crucifixion
meant something
entirely different.

Christ on the cross
was a billboard that
says to each one of
us who believes, ‘|
love you this much!”
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They do not know
what they are doing

» Jesus asked the » Their ignorance was
Father to forgive because they didn’t
the soldiers & the know & believe who
others for this great Jesus really was,
offense, because although we’ll find
they were ignorant that at least two

of the magnitude of menthere came toa
what they had done.  realization that day.

And Jesus would soon be paying for all of their
sins — every single sin for every single person.




[image: image6][image: image7.png]A prophetic Psalm describing Christ’s crucifixion ten centuries in advance

Psalm 22:12-18
Many bulls have surrounded me;
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled me.
13 They open wide their mouth at me,
As a ravening and a roaring lion.
14 | am poured out like water,
And all my bones are out of joint;
My heart is like wax;
It is melted within me.
15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
And my tongue cleaves to my jaws;
And You lay me in the dust of death.
16 For dogs have surrounded me;
A band of evildoers has encompassed me;
They pierced my hands and my feet.
17 | can count all my bones.
They look, they stare at me;
18 They divide my garments among them,
And for my clothing they cast lots.
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The Father
* What happened that + He went to the
day was all about cross in obedience
Christ’s relationship to the Father’s will.
with the Father.  He asked the

» As recorded in John Father to forgive
chapter 17, Christ them.

prayed to the Father « The Father’s wrath
about Himself, the towards our sins

disciples, & about was taken upon
us —you & me. Christ.



[image: image9.png]Fulfillment of prophecy
ten centuries in advance

Psalm 22:7-8

All who see me sneer at me;
They separate with the lip,
They wag the head, saying,

8 "Commit yourself to the Lord;
let Him deliver him;

Let Him rescue him,
because He delights in him."



[image: image10.png]Luke 19:10; 23:35

The Christ = The Messiah
= The Anointed One

¢ At the trial before « But Jesus was not

the leaders of the in the form of the
Jews just hours Messiah that the
before, when Pharisees were
asked if He was expecting, & the
the Messiah, Sadducees did
Jesus replied not believe in a
in agreement. Messiah at all.

Jesus was & is the Messiah, but in His 15t coming
He came to seek & to save that which was lost.




[image: image11.png]Luke 23:36-38; Matthew 27:34; Mark 15:23

wine vinegar

» This was wine » The wine vinegar
vinegar that they was actually quite
offered Jesus, & popular with the
Matthew & Mark lowest level Roman
add that gall & soldiers, but the
myrrh were addition of gall
mixed with would make it
the wine bitter, not satisfying
vinegar. His thirst.

So Jesus refused the wine vinegar, gall & myrrh.
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The sign

+» |t was customary to + Pontius Pilate had
place a sign over ordered the sign
the person being to be put with the
crucified, & usually words, “Jesus the
it included the name Nazarene, King of
of the one being the Jews” to spite
condemned & the the Jews who
criminal charge forced him into

against him. condemning Jesus.



[image: image13.png]Luke 23:39; Mark 15:32

Hurling abuse

« Earlier, both of < But one criminal
these criminals continued to speak
had been hurling abusively, & that is

abuse, but what had the one that Dr.
transpired since that  Luke reports to
time was that one of us about.

the criminals had a  « Byt the other thief

change of heart & would rebuke him
understanding. for his abuse.
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You’re about to meet your Maker!

¢ The thief who

rebuked the other
one was saying,

in essence, “Look!
You’re going to

meet your Maker

in a matter of hours,
& don’t you fear the
consequences of
your abusive words?”

* |t seems that the
mocking words this
man had heard &
perhaps the sign
over Jesus’ head,
& maybe even
hearing what Pilate
& Jesus had said
was finally sinking
in, and...
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We deserve it — He doesn’t

» The penitent thief » By possibly several

recognized that he different means this
& the other one had thief realized that
both done things Jesus did nothing
wrong, so that they wrong. He didn’t
were deserving of deserve a crucifixion
crucifixion. sentence.

We will soon see what this man
believes about who Jesus actually is.
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When you come in your kingdom

¢ This man believed « And he believed

that Jesus was the that Jesus would
Messiah, who would be resurrected &
come again. that Jesus would

« He also believed in resurrect him.
the future kingdom  « He likely believed
of God. other spiritual things.

His spiritual belief, as we will soon see,
was such that he would have eternal life.
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Today you shall be with Me

« Jesus will resurrect ¢ Jesus tells him that

this man bodily their spirits will be in
when He comes Paradise, the third
again, but the man heaven, that very
does not have to day.

wait until the + You shall be with
kingdom to have Me, spiritually, even
an awesome though our bodies

spiritual event. will remain here.
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And He said to him, "Truly | say to you,
today you shall be with Me in Paradise."

2 Corinthians 12:4

[1] was caught up into Paradise [12:2: third
heaven] and heard inexpressible words,
which a man is not permitted to speak.

Revelation 2:7

'He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, | will grant to eat of the tree
of life which is in the Paradise of God.'
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[image: image20.png]Luke 23:44-45

The Darkness

* The darkness fell » Besides Matthew
over the whole land Mark & Luke all
from about noon to mentioning this
about 3 in the great darkness,
afternoon. there are several

« This was not an authors outside of
eclipse of the usual ~ Scripture who wrote
sort, but rather a about this darkness.
miraculous * Phlegon even gave

darkness. the year (33 AD).
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At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" which is
translated, "My God, My God, Why Have You
Forsaken Me?“ [quoting Psalm 22:1]

John 19:28-30

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had
already been accomplished, to fulfill the
Scripture, said, "l am thirsty." 29 A jar full of
sour wine was standing there; so they put a
sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of
hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 30
Therefore when Jesus had received the sour
wine, He said, "It is finished!" [tetelestai: ‘paid’]



[image: image22.png]Luke 23:44-45; Matthew 27:51, 54; Mark 15:38

An earthquake & the temple veil torn

* Matthew tells » The earthquake that
us that there was took place that day
an earthquake & has been dated to
Matthew, Mark & April 3, 33 AD by
Luke all say that Christian geologist
the veil of the Dr. Steven Austin.
temple was torn, « The earthquake,

& Matthew & darkness & the veil
Mark say from being torn will have

top to bottom. a huge impact.
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Pharisee Passover
& Sadducee Passover

¢ The evidence from ¢ But the Sadducees

the Gospels is that had their Passover
the Pharisees have the next day, Friday
Passover one day, that year, & the

& that had been slaughter of the
Thursday evening, Passover lambs
when Jesus & His started at noon,
disciples had the & typically went

Last Supper. until 3 PM.



[image: image24.png]Luke 23:44-45

Can you imagine?

» Can you imagine * The darkness
what it was like? goes on for 3 hours,
« |It's time to start causing delays in
slaughtering the the slaughtering
Passover Lambs of the Passover
for the Sadducee’s Lambs.
Passover, & the « At 3 PM, when
sky goes dark they’re supposed

at noontime! to be done...



[image: image25.png]Luke 23:44-45

When many priests,
Levites & Sadducees are present

» That’s exactly
the time when the
earthquake shakes
everything in the
temple, the massive
veil in the temple
gets loudly &
inexplicably
torn in two, &
darkness lifts!

But Matthew has
another surprise for
these Sadducees,
who don’t believe
in a resurrection.

The earthquake
opens a number
of tombs, & the
Sadducees don’t
believe their eyes!



[image: image26.png]Matthew 27:52-53

The tombs were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised,;
53 and coming out of the tombs after His
resurrection they entered the holy city

and appeared to many.
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[image: image28.png]Luke 23:46

Jesus gave His life

* What we find is * And from noon
that Jesus had to 3 PM Christ
conversations did His cross work,
with the Father, including His dying
John, Mary & for all of our sins.
the thief on « Jesus’ life was not
the cross in taken from Him;
the morning, He gave His life,

9 AM to noon. & committed His

spirit to the Father.
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Now when the centurion saw what had
happened, he began praising God, saying,
"Certainly this man was innocent.”

Matthew 27:54 (compare Mark 15:39)

Now the centurion, and those who were with
him keeping guard over Jesus, when they
saw the earthquake and the things that were
happening, became very frightened and said,
"Truly this was the Son of God!"



[image: image30.png]Luke 23:47; Matthew 27:54; Mark 15:39

Innocent!

« The centurion in
charge directed
his men & watched
over the crucifixion.

« When the centurion
saw how Jesus
conducted Himself,
He concluded that
Jesus was an
innocent man.

But Matthew & Mark
also tell us that this
centurion under-
stood that Jesus
was the Son of
God.

He & the one thief
on the cross were
the two who had
spiritual realizations.
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Beating their breasts

» Beating one’s * In this case there
breast in the culture was a realization
of the day would among many that
mean mourning, a great injustice
& sometimes had been done -
repentance. He was innocent!

His spiritual belief, as we will soon see,
was such that he would have eternal life.
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These stood at a distance

» The disciple John, « But most stood at

Mary His mother, a greater distance.
&afewothers of .« Thatis what Luke

Jesus’ followers is summarizing for
& sympathizers, us here in 23:49.

were closer to
Christ & the
Cross.

* The sadness, pain
& bewilderment
were immense.



[image: image33.png]Galatians 2:20 expanded & explained

“By God’s doing, who | was prior to believing in
Christ has been positionally & irreversibly
crucified with Christ, so as to separate me
positionally from the sin nature; and who | was
prior to that point is no longer the “me” who
lives, but ever since that point in time the
resurrected person of Jesus Christ is resident
in me; and the living which | am now doing
each moment in this human body is by means
of faith in the Son of God - His life - who loved
me regardless of my prior state and identity
and gave Himself up for my eternal benefit."
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Jer\usa[em at the Time of Jesus

All of the events that

took place from the Last
Supper until Christ's
Resurrection, took place in
or very near to Jerusalem.




