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Then the Jews, because it was the day of
preparation, so that the bodies would not
remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that
Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their
legs might be broken, and that they might be
taken away. 32 So the soldiers came, and
broke the legs of the first man and of the other
who was crucified with Him; 33 but coming to
Jesus, when they saw that He was already
dead, they did not break His legs. 34 But one
of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear,
and immediately blood and water came out.
35 And he who has seen has testified, and

his testimony is true; and he knows that he is
telling the truth, so that you also may believe.
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When it was evening [late afternoon], there came
a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
himself had also become a disciple of Jesus.

Mark 15:43abc

Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member
of the Council, who himself was waiting for the
kingdom of God...

John 19:38abc

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a
disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the
Jews...
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The likely Iocatlon of Arimathea
(1 Samuel 1:1: Ramathaim-zophim, or Ramah)
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Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent
member of the Council, who himself was
waiting for the kingdom of God; and he
gathered up courage and went in before
Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 44
Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time,
and summoning the centurion, he questioned
him as to whether He was already dead. 45
And ascertaining this from the centurion,

he granted the body to Joseph.

This was the centurion who said that Jesus
was innocent, the Son of God, & he praised God.
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John 19:39-40

Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight*.
40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound
it in linen wrappings with the spices, as is the
burial custom of the Jews. [* more like 65-75]

Nicodemus is only mentioned in the gospel

of John. John shows multiple evidences of
personally knowing members of the Sanhedrin,
aka, the Council, & may have been in line for
the priesthood, but the Lord called him first.
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Nicodemus
» Nicodemus had » But Nicodemus had
come to Jesus at apparently come to

night (John chapter understand what
3), & Jesus had told Jesus meant by
him that he must be those words, &
born again, from had come to
above. believe.

Nicodemus had even tried to stand up for Jesus
before the Sanhedrin, but they shut him down
rather severely.
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Nicodemus brought

» But upon Jesus’ « 100 litras of cloth,
death it appears aloes & myrrh
that Joseph of would actually be
Arimathea had 65 to 75 pounds,
planned already which would still
to work with be much more than
Nicodemus in the usual weight of
preparing Jesus burial materials
for burial. in that culture.

Jesus was given a king’s burial.
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+ Joseph of » And Nicodemus
Arimathea very very likely used
likely used servants ~ servants to carry
to remove & move the 65 to 75 pounds
Jesus’ body. of burial materials.

Both Nicodemus & Joseph of Arimathea were
wealthy men, & would have had a number
of servants in each household. Pulling Jesus’
body off the cross, carrying His body, even with
the tomb nearby, was a task for at least a couple
of men. Carrying 65 to 75 pounds of burial
materials was a task for at least a couple men.




[image: image11.png]John 19:41-42

Now in the place where He was crucified there was

a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no
one had yet been laid. 42 Therefore because of the
Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby,
they laid Jesus there.

John 20:15

Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you seeking?" Supposing Him to be the
gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, if you have carried
Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and |
will take Him away."

Hebrew 13:12

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the
people through His own blood, suffered outside
the gate.
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[image: image14.png]All of the events that took
place from the Last Supper

g until Christ’s resurrection,
Fortress ‘§ took place in or very near
of Antonia = to Jerusalem.
<
Getlisemane  Jesus’ tomb was near
Golden B  (John 19:42) where
Golgotha Gatt g Golgotha is shO\_/vn_ on the
'8 map. Early Christians
P made note of where
S Jesus had been buried.
§ Emperor Hadrian (76-138
é AD) deliberately placed

the Temple of Venus

in 135 AD on top of
where the Christians
believed Jesus had been

Upper buried, & the Church of
5?a%'“ional the Holy Sepulchre was

built on that location
under Emperor
Constantine,
starting ~325 AD.




[image: image15.png]Are we just being particular?

* Why talk about J » Because the real
Warner Wallace, & evidence for what
about an April 3, 33 is recorded in the
AD date for Jesus’ gospels, & the

crucifixion & burial, historicity of the
& about the specific people, places &
locations for the events is quite
events leading substantial, while
up to Christ’s many believe that

crucifixion & burial? these are just myths.
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Multiple witnesses for every event

» Clearly, John was
present at Christ’s
arrest, & the first
one at the house
of Annas, & present
when Peter denied
knowing Christ
three times, &
when Peter & Christ
saw one another.

John was present
for Jesus’ crucifixion
& death & for Jesus’
removal from the
cross & His burial.

Other disciples
were present in
varying numbers
at each location
& movement.
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John very likely knew
Nicodemus & Joseph of Arimathea

» Since John was » John is the only
known among the one who wrote
household of the of Nicodemus &
high priest, to the the only one who
point that he could recorded that
get Peter admitted, Nicodemus tried
John very likely was  to stand up for
at least acquainted Jesus among the
with Nicodemus & Sanhedrin, aka

Joseph of Arimathea.  the Council.
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A special Sabbath

+ At sundown the » And this Friday
Sabbath would day it was still
begin, but this the Pharisees’
was not a usual Passover & the
Sabbath, since preparation day
Thursday evening for the Sabbath
had been the & the Sadducees’
Pharisees’ Passover, & then
Passover begins the Feast of

meal... Unleavened Bread.
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Feast of Unleavened Bread to Pentecost

Passover Ist Day of
the Feast of First
Lamb :
; - Unleavened | Fruits
is Slain
Bread
Friday Saturday Sunday

The Feast of Unleavened Bread
continued for seven days, &
50 days were counted from

Passover to the day of

Pentecost, which was the fourth

feast in the sequence of feasts in

Israel, under the Law of Moses.

Raised As The

Christ Crucified & Buried, In The Tomb &
First Fruits From Among The Dead

Christ is

Christ

Crucified | Remains in %IZE;S
& Buried the Tomb
1st Day 2nd Day 3rd Day
April 3, April 4, April 5,
33 AD 33 AD 33 AD

Christ, when He was
resurrected, appeared to more
than 500 people (1 Corinthians
15:6) over a period of 40 days,

then ascended (Acts 1:3ff), &
the church was begun when the
Holy Spirit was given on the day
of Pentecost (Acts 2:1ff).
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More about servants

» Another reason + If they were ritually
for having servants unclean they would
handle Jesus’ body not be allowed to

was that handling participate in the
Jesus’ body directly Sabbath that began
would make both the Jews’ Feast of
Nicodemus & Unleavened Bread.
Joseph of « That would be bad
Arimathea for their standing

ritually unclean. among the Jews.



[image: image21.png]Luke 23:55

The women from Galilee

* When we put e Mark 15:47 tells us,
together the “‘Mary Magdalene
accounts in the and Mary the mother
four gospels we of Joses were look-
see that aside ing on to see where
from Nicodemus He was laid.”

& Joseph of + The second Mary
Arimathea, John was the mother of
was present & Joses, James &

these women. Salome.
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The testimony of women

» The testimony of
women was not
considered valid
among the Jews,
but God was
arranging it
so that these
women would
be the first &
key witnesses!

Then there is the
continuous witness
of the disciple John.

Very likely other
disciples also saw
where Jesus was
buried, in Joseph
of Arimathea’s
newly carved
tomb.
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The women prepared

* The women * These would be
prepared to take placed on or around
perfume & spices the body to cover
to the grave early the stench of the
Sunday morning. putrefying body.

What these women didn’t know, is that the
preparation of the perfume & spices, though
well-intended, would not be necessary after all.
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The Sabbath
* The women did * The burial of Jesus
the preparation of was done before
perfume & spices sundown in order
before the Sabbath to comply with the
in order to properly law of the Sabbath,

observe the special & to bury the body
Sabbath that was to the same day, as
begin at sundown. required by Moses.
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Why burial?

» Jesus’ burial would + This was necessary
make certain that to avoid any claim
Jesus was actually, that Jesus did not
really, very dead. die, but swooned.

Other assurances that Jesus really died: 1) on
being punctured in the side with the soldier’s
spear (L: pilum), blood & water came out, & 2)
Jesus said that the thief on the cross would be
with Him in Paradise that day, & 3) the centurion
testified to Pilate that Jesus was already dead.




[image: image28.png]Fulfilled prophecy
in Isaiah 53:8-9

By oppression and judgment
He was taken away;

And as for His generation, who considered
That He was cut off out of the land of the living

For the transgression of my people,
To whom the stroke was due?

9 His grave was assigned with wicked men,
Yet He was with a rich man in His death,

Because He had done no violence,
Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.
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Central to
the gospel

¢ The burial of Christ,
certainly signifying
Christ’s actual death,
is central to the
gospel that is to be
believed in order

for someone to

be saved, & to

have eternal life.

« 1 Corinthians 15:3-4,

“For | delivered

to you as of first
importance what |
also received, that
Christ died for our
sins according to
the Scriptures, 4
and that He was
buried, and that He
was raised on the
third day according
to the Scriptures...”
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You & | were there with Him

« Romans 6:4, » For everyone who
“Therefore we believes the gospel
have been buried God places in Christ
with Him through in His death, burial,
baptism into resurrection, ascen-
death...” sion & seating in the

« Colossians 2:12, heavenlies.
“...having been » So you were buried
buried with Him with Him in thattomb

in baptism...” near Jerusalem.
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