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The Feast of Unleavened Bread
continued for seven days, & 50
days were counted from First
Fruits to the day of Pentecost,
which was the fourth feast in
the sequence of feasts in Israel,
as established under Moses.
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Christ, when He was
resurrected, appeared to more
than 500 people (1 Corinthians
15:6) over a period of 40 days,

then ascended (Acts 1:3ff), &
the church was begun when the
Holy Spirit was given on the day
of Pentecost (Acts 2:1ff).
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First day of the week
* The Jews simply » Using our calendar,
referred to their we’ve said that the
days of the week evidence points to
by number (first, Christ having been
second, third... crucified & buried
sabbath). on April 3, 33 AD.

That would make this day, the first day of
the week, the second day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, & the day of the offering
of First Fruits, Sunday, April 5, 33 AD.
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Early dawn

* The women arrive » Now it was early
at the tomb, as had Sunday morning, &

been planned just they were expecting
before Sabbath to arrive at the tomb
(Friday afternoon). in order to put more

« They had prepared  Spices & perfume
spices & perfumes on & around Jesus’
at that time. wrapped body.

They were saying to one another,
"Who will roll away the stone for us
from the entrance of the tomb?" Mark 16:3




[image: image5.png]Luke 24:2-3, Matthew 27:60; 62-66 ; Mark 16:4

The (large) stone rolled away

¢ The size of the « Would it take all
stone caused the of them to do it?
women to wonder « Would they be
how they were able to do it at all?

going to roll the
stone away from
the opening.

* Would someone be
passing by or could
they find someone?

They seemed unaware that Pilate had authorized
a guard to watch the tomb, but the guard didn’t
seem to prevent the tomb from being opened.
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Oh! Uh-oh! Where’s the body?

» The large stone,
it turned out, was
not a problem at all!

* “What?! The tomb
was already opened
— well that answers
our question —
we don’t need to
wonder about how
to move the stone.”

But... But... But...
Butwhere is the
body?

Where could it
possibly have
gone?

But the wrappings
are still here! And...
And... And... the
body is gone!?
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Perplexed

* These women .
had seen Jesus be
crucified & die right
before their eyes!

» They had seen that
Nicodemus & Joseph
of Arimathea had the
body well taken care
of, & they had seen
the tomb location.

They had even
seen Jesus’ body
& preparation for
burial & how Jesus’
body was laid in
the tomb.

They were not
confused as to
which tomb — but
they were perplexed!
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Two men suddenly stood near

* Sometimes in » But other times
Scripture we see angels reveal the
that angels appear glory of God — the
as men, & people radiant essence
do not realize that of who God is.
they are angels, + And that's what
they look plain these two ‘men’
enough. looked like.

Their rather sudden appearance was startling,
but also that they were dazzling to look at.
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Terrified & bowed

* In moments they * A common human
went from being response to seeing
perplexed to being an angel was to be
terrified to bowing overwhelmed with
their faces to the fear.
ground. « Angels would at

» But that didn't mean  times begin their
they understood address with, “Do

anything better. not be afraid!”
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"The Son of Man must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the
third day."

Luke 18:31-33

Then He took the twelve aside and said to them,
"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all
things which are written through the prophets
about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32
"For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and
will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, 33
and after they have scourged Him, they will kill
Him; and the third day He will rise again."
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Christ had told them many times
» Christ had toldthe  +« He had even told

disciples, at times them all parables
with these women about these things
present, that He happening.

would suffer by * But the prob|em

the Jewish leaders was not that they

& be crucified, by didn’t hear Him,

the Romans, of but that they didn’t
course, & die, but understand what He

rise the third day. was saying to them.
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Oh, is that what He meant?

» Thewomenrecalled -+ The twelve disciples

hearing Jesus say had also heard the
the words that the words that Jesus
angels repeated — said, & the angels
they just had never repeated, but they
understood that never understood
He meant THIS! them, either!

These women went & told the eleven disciples,
but they still did not understand or believe.
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Mary, Salome & Joanna

» The other Mary » Joanna was the
was the mother of wife of Chuza, a
James the Less & steward of Herod
Joseph, aka Joses. Antipas.

« Salome was the * And, as Dr. Luke
wife of Zebedee records, there were
& the mother of also other women
the disciples, among them, in

James & John. addition to these.
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Telling these things

« These women were ¢ These women were

telling these things beginning to under-
to the disciples who stand, & they were
would one day be expressing what
apostles (special they had just begun
messengers) in to understand, but
the church, but these eleven

right now don’t disciples were
understand & not there, at

don’t believe. least not yet.
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Appeared as nonsense

« Since the eleven
disciples had not
made sense of what
Jesus had said
many times before,
& they had seen
Jesus arrested &
go through trials
& be crucified
& buried...

To have the tomb
be opened & for the
body to not be in the
burial cloth or even
present in the tomb
made no sense to
them at all.

With a couple of
exceptions none
would even respond.
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Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early
to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already
taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and came to Simon
Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and
we do not know where they have laid Him." 3 So Peter and
the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb.
4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran
ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying
there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also came,
following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been
on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up
in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come
to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed. 9 For
as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise
again from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away again to
their own homes.
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Peter & ‘the other disciple’ ran

* Peter & John ran * Peter went inside
to the tomb to see for a closer look.
if what the women « John believed the
had said was true. women, that the

» John arrived first, tomb was empty.

& looked in to see + Then they each

the linen wrappings,  went home, but they

but no body, & no didn’t run to tell the
angels, either. others.
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The Resurrection of Christ – A Summary of the Passages

	The Empty Tomb

	Day
	Subject/Other Features
	Scriptures

	Sunday
	The Tomb visited by the women: Mary

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome
	Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1

	
	The stone rolled away, allowing witnesses to

see the empty tomb
	Matthew 28:2-4

	
	The tomb found empty by the women, at about

the time of sunrise (Luke: early dawn)
	Matthew 28:5-8; Mark 16:2-8;

Luke 24:1-8; John 20:1

	
	The tomb found empty by Peter & John; grave

clothes arranged consistent with resurrection
	Luke 24:9-11, 12; John 20:2-10

	Post-Resurrection Appearances

	Day
	Appearance To Whom & Summary Info
	Scriptures

	Sunday
	Mary Magdalene; Jesus predicts His ascension
	Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18

	
	The other women; instruction to meet in Galilee
	Matthew 28:9-10

	
	Report of the soldiers to the Jewish authorities;

Sanhedrin’s absurd explanation
	Matthew 28:11-15

	
	The two disciples traveling to Emmaus who

 didn’t believe the report about the empty tomb
	Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-32

	
	Report of the two disciples to the rest, including

an appearance to Peter; Paul also reported 

another appearance to Peter
	Luke 24:33-35; 1 Corinthians 15:5a

	
	Ten disciples, revealing characteristics of Jesus’ resurrected body
	Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43;

John 20:19-25

	Sunday, a 

week later
	The eleven disciples, in which Thomas’ doubt 

is removed
	John 20:26-31

1 Corinthians 15:5b

	Some time later
	Seven disciples fishing in Galilee; Peter told to 

feed & care for His sheep
	John 21:1-25

	Still later
	The eleven in Galilee, then to the 500+; Great

Commission to large number of followers
	Matthew 28:16-20; Mark

16:15-18; 1 Corinthians 15:6

	Still later
	James, Jesus’ brother, who becomes a believer
	1 Corinthians 15:7; John 7:1-5

	40 Days after resurrection
	The disciples in Jerusalem, who are told to wait 

for the coming of the Spirit
	Luke 24:44-59; Acts 1:3-8

	After His ascension
	To Stephen, Saul, later called Paul, & to John
	Acts 7:55-56; 9:3-6; 20:24;

22:17-21; 23:11; 26:17; Galatians

1:12, 17; Rev. 1:12-20


To summarize: there were several recorded testimonies to the empty tomb, including multiple instances of simultaneous witnesses, and at least eleven recorded instances of witnessing Christ’s resurrected body in the 40 days after the resurrection, with witnesses numbering from one to over five hundred, and three witnesses to Christ’s resurrection after His ascension. To these we can add the persistent public testimonies to the resurrection, often spoken among other witnesses in the very same locality (Acts 2:24, 32; 3:26; 4:10; 5:30-32; 10:39-42, et al), and the personal testimony of Peter in writing (1 Peter 1:21), who saw the empty tomb right after Christ was resurrected, and saw and spoke to Him in His resurrected body multiple times, up to the day of Christ’s ascension.
[image: image24.png]A Sadducee Nightmare Begins
in Matthew 27:52-53

The tombs were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised,;
53 and coming out of the tombs after His
resurrection they entered the holy city

and appeared to many.



[image: image25.png]Luke 24:1-12  Christ’s Resurrection:
Fulfilled Prophecy
In Psalm 16:10
For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol;

Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo
decay.

Psalm 16:10b is quoted by the apostles
regarding the resurrection in Acts 2:27 & 31
by Peter & in Acts 13:31 by Paul.
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Central to
the gospel

« The resurrection

of Christ, is central
to & absolutely
essential to the
gospel that must be
believed in order
for someone to

be saved, & to
have eternal life.

« 1 Corinthians 15:3-4,

“For | delivered

to you as of first
importance what |
also received, that
Christ died for our
sins according to
the Scriptures, 4
and that He was
buried, and that He
was raised on the
third day according
to the Scriptures...”



[image: image27.png]Luke 24:1-12
You & | were there with Him

* “Therefore we * You were raised with
have been buried Him from thattomb
with Him through near Jerusalem, to
baptism into death, walk in newness of
so that as Christ life.
was raised fromthe « Egch one who
dead through the believes the gospel,
glory of the Father, God places in Christ
so we too might in His death, burial,
walk in newness resurrection, ascen-

of life.” Romans 6:4 sion & seating.
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