[image: image1.png]Appearances of Christ, from the Resurrection to the Ascension:

* To Mary Magdalene, John 20:14, Mark 16:9

* To women returning from the tomb, Matthew 28:9,10

* To Peter, Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5

« To the disciples on the road to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-35 <«

* Tothe apostles, Thomas absent, Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-24
* To the apostles, Thomas present, John 20:26-29

* To the 7 by the Sea of Tiberias (Galilee), John 21:1-23

* To a multitude of over 500 believers, 1 Corinthians 15:6

* To James, 1 Corinthians 15:7

* To the 11, Matthew 28: 16-20; Mark 16: 14-20; Luke 24:33-52
« At the ascension from the Mount of Olives, Acts 1:3-12

The list above does not include those unbelievers & believers

who witnessed the opening of the tomb or the open, but empty
tomb, & the grave cloths from which Christ had been resurrected.
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Feast of Unleavened Bread to Pentecost
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread
continued for seven days, & 50
days were counted from First
Fruits to the day of Pentecost,
which was the fourth feast in
the sequence of feasts in Israel,
as established under Moses.
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Christ, when He was
resurrected, appeared to more
than 500 people (1 Corinthians
15:6) over a period of 40 days,

then ascended (Acts 1:3ff), &
the church was begun when the
Holy Spirit was given on the day
of Pentecost (Acts 2:1ff).
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[image: image4.png]Luke 24:15-17

You might be
wondering...

» After reading this
account, you might
be wondering why
Jesus didn’t come
up to these two
disciples & simply
tell them that He
was Jesus, & that
He had recently
been resurrected.

« We are told a

number of times
that the disciples
did not understand:

Matthew 12:40;
16:21-22; 17:22-23;
20:17-19, 28;

26:1, 2, 51-56

Mark 8:31-33;
9:31,32; 10:32-45
Luke 9:20-22, 43-45;
18:31-34; 24:1-11
John 2:19; 20:24-28
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So... why didn’t the disciples understand?

» So why didn’t Jesus + They had teachings
just tellthem plainly? & expectations that

» He had told them were ‘in the way’ of
repeatedly before their understanding.
what would happen  « They were not yet
& they didn't seem given the Holy Spirit

to ‘getit’, & there Who would lead
are two reasons them to the truth
why they didn’t (John 15:26, 27;

understand: 16:12-15).
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What they said was quite revealing

* Who they said they + They also said that,
thought Jesus was: “...itis the third day
. “... about Jesus the  since these things
Nazarene, who was  happened.”
a prophet mighty in  « This very likely

deed and word in means that Jesus
the sight of God resurrected earlier
and all the people.” that very same day.

Verse 24 seems to confirm that this event took
place on the very day that Christ was raised.
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"Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, 'l AM

the Lord, and | will bring you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians, and | will deliver you
from their bondage. | will also redeem you with
an outstretched arm and with great judgments.
7 Then | will take you for My people, and | will
be your God; and you shall know that | am the
Lord your God, who brought you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians.™
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"And what one nation on the earth is like Your
people Israel, whom God went to redeem for
Himself as a people and to make a name for
Himself, and to do a great thing for You and
awesome things for Your land, before Your
people whom You have redeemed for Yourself
from Egypt, from nations and their gods?"

Psalm 25:22
Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.




[image: image9.png]Luke 24:21

“...we were hoping...”

» All of our joys & our + They were hoping
disappointments do that Jesus would be
flow from our hopes the One to free the

& our expectations. people of Israel

» Notice that these from Roman rule.
disciples expressed + They thought their
their hope in the hope was ended at
past tense, “we the cross, but hope

were hoping...”. only begins there!
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So when they had come together, they were
asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You
are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said
to them, "It is not for you to know times or
epochs which the Father has fixed by His own
authority; 8 but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth.”
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What the Jews once said about the
two Messiahs & Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12

* Many centuries ago + Messiah ben David

the rabbis viewed was by far the more
the Old Testament publicly taught &

as teaching that anticipated among
there would be two most of the Jewish
Messiahs: Messiah population in earlier
ben Joseph, who centuries, but...

would_ suffer&diez & « Messiah ben Joseph
Messiah ben David was seen as being in

who would reign. Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12.



[image: image12.png]So why didn’t the Jews all see that
Jesus was Messiah ben Joseph
and Messiah ben David?

¢ It was the Pharisees < Since the Pharisees

who saw in the Old
Testament the two
Messiahs’, with
Messiah ben David
raising Messiah
ben Joseph from
the dead, as two

in sequence & not
one single person.

were the champions
of the two Messiahs
teaching, they were
expecting Messiahs
who would be very
supportive of them.

Since Jesus was
not supportive, they
didn’t see a good ‘fit’.
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Women Who Visited Christ's Tomb

Matthew Mark Luke John
28:1 16:1 24:10 20:1
Mary Mary Mary Mary
Magdalene |Magdalene |Magdalene |Magdalene
The other |Mary, the |[Mary, the
Mary mother of | mother of
James James
Salome
Joanna

others




[image: image14.png]Luke 8:3; 24:10; Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40

Mary, Salome & Joanna

» The other Mary » Joanna was the
was the mother of wife of Chuza, a
James the Less & steward of Herod
Joseph, aka Joses. Antipas.

« Salome was the * And, as Dr. Luke
wife of Zebedee records, there were
& the mother of also other women
the disciples, among them, in

James & John. addition to these.
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The truth of the account

« Since women were ¢ The fact that God

not considered to arranged things
be reliable witness- such that women
es in that culture, were the first

nobody would make  witnesses of the
up a story about a empty tomb &

resurrection that Christ’s resurrection
had women as the says that these
first witnesses, no accounts were

matter how many. not ‘made up’.
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“...but Him they did not see."

* Here they are, < But what this also
telling Jesus face tells us is that this
to face that though account was among
the tomb is empty, the very earliest of
nobody has seen Christ’s resurrection
Jesus! appearances.

These disciples were not rejoicing at

the resurrection of Christ - the empty tomb
was just a very troubling disappointment.
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“...they had also seen a vision of
angels who said that He was alive...”

* Wow! + But for three years

« Even a miraculous people had not
appearance of the believed even after
angels saying that see_ing miracles with
Christwas alivedid ~ theirown eyes, &
not bring them to even eating food
believe that Christ that was produced
was resurrected - by a miracle, & even
or to understand! Christ’s predictions

of His resurrection.
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[image: image19.emf]Nobody was expecting this 

• As we read through 

the gospel accounts 

we see that nobody 

– not even one of 

Jesus’ disciples, 

male or female -

was expecting any 

of what happened 

on Friday or Sunday 

morning.

• This isn’t a story 

anyone would  

make up.

• Up to 500 people 

seeing Jesus at one 

time in at least 11 

different events 

over 40 days time           

is not a mass 

hallucination.
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Why Christ
explained the Scriptures first
» Rather than just » But we often learn
show up & reveal by a similar pattern:
Himself immediately  we, too, first have to
as the resurrected come to understand
Savior, Christ had God’s word clearly,
to first present & then we can believe
also explain the it, placing our faith
Scriptures. inthe revealed facts.

This is what is meant by, “For we walk
by faith, not by sight”. — 2 Corinthians 5:7.
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Does God want us to
have ‘spiritual heartburn’?

* Verse 32 bringsup  + These two disciples

a very important & expressed truthfully
relevant issue: what they both felt

+ What place do our subjectively.
subjective feelings  + But note that what
have in our lives Christ was seeking
as Christians? was for them to

e Are fee"ngs ‘the have faith in the
ultimate gauge™? facts first (verse 25).

Their feelings were supplemental, not primary.
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Their spiritual realization
changed them radically

» These two disciples + First the other

had changed from disciples said that
going home for the the Lord had really
night to heading risen & He had also
back to Jerusalem. appeared to Simon
« But they also (1 Corinthians 15:5).
sought out the * Then the two from
eleven disciples Emmaus shared
& those with them, their experiences

back in Jerusalem. & realizations.



[image: image25.png]God intends that the spiritual realization
of Christ’s resurrection
changes us radically, too

« As we behold our « As aresult of the

risen Lord through resurrection of Christ,
His word, it is God’s & our union with Him
design & intent that in that resurrection,
we be transformed we have a blessed
into the image of hope (Titus 2:13),
His Son, & that His that one day He'll
life is lived through take us to be with
each one of us. Him - forever.

We have a hope that does not disappoint.
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