Good News                                            Following the Election
Be of Good Cheer!
1. God is still on His throne (Psalm 11:4).  He still rules over all the kingdoms of the nations (2 Chronicles 20:6).
2.  The Lord Jesus will still be the King of kings and Lord of lords, whose coming for us is now nearer than when we first believed (Romans 13:11).
3. The Bible is still living and powerful and life-changing (Hebrews 4:12; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

4.  The Son of Man is still seeking the lost (Luke 19:10), still desiring that all men might be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:6).
5. The Holy Spirit is still convicting the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8-11).
6. The gospel is still the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes (Romans 1:16).
7. The Lord Jesus is still able to save to the uttermost (completely!) all those who come unto God through Him (Hebrews 7:25).
8. The cross, not the government, is still our only hope of salvation (Galatians 6:14).  Those who trust in man are still under God’s curse (Jeremiah 17:5).
9. In difficult times, God will still take care of His own (Matthew 10:28-31).
10. The One who lives in believers is still greater than the god of this world (1 John 4:4).
11. The living God will still be with us always, and His promise is still true that He will never leave us and will never forsake us (Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5-6).
12. No matter what difficulties or apparent disasters we may face in the coming days, due to living in a God-despising and truth-hating world, yet God is faithful and He will still preserve His own and keep us from falling (Jude 1 & 24).
Adapted from George Zeller, Middletown Bible Church, Middletown, CT 

[image: image1.png]Appearances of Christ, from the Resurrection to the Ascension:

* To Mary Magdalene, John 20:14, Mark 16:9

* To women returning from the tomb, Matthew 28:9,10

* To Peter, Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5

« To the disciples on the road to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-35
» Tothe apostles, Thomas absent, Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-24 4
* To the apostles, Thomas present, John 20:26-29

* To the 7 by the Sea of Tiberias (Galilee), John 21:1-23
* To a multitude of over 500 believers, 1 Corinthians 15:6
* To James, 1 Corinthians 15:7

* To the 11, Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20

« At the ascension from the Mount of Olives, Acts 1:3-12

The list above does not include those unbelievers & believers

who witnessed the opening of the tomb or the open, but empty
tomb, & the grave cloths from which Christ had been resurrected.




[image: image2.png]Luke 24:36-53; Matthew 28:17

Amazingly skeptical

* We'll see in this * Doubt about
account, in Luke this really being
24:36-53, that even Christ, resurrected,
on seeing Jesus lingered among
with their own eyes some of Jesus’
the disciples are disciples for weeks
extremely skeptical after the day of
of His resurrection. His resurrection.

Even at what was at least the 7" appearance
to them, there were some who sfill doubfed.




[image: image3.png]Luke 24:36-37

» This passage as
recorded for us
by Dr. Luke may
be a separate
appearance of
Christ to His
disciples than the
one recorded in
John 20:19-24.

Whoal!

Recall that except
for Mary Magdalene
& Peter, the first
report on this day
was from the
women seeing an
empty tomb & a
couple of angels.

Then, Peter & John
ran to the tomb.



[image: image4.png]Luke 24:36-37

Jesus ‘shows up’

» Jesus just shows » And the disciples
up among them, are both startled &
saying, “Peace frightened, since
be to you” — the they think that they
standard Jewish are seeing a spirit.
greeting wouldbe .+ |f they understood,

shalom” = peace. they would have all

» But peace does not found comfort in His
describe what the appearances to

disciples are feeling. them.



[image: image5.png]Luke 24:36-39

Startled, frightened, troubled, doubts

e Dr. Luke wrote that + Thomas was not

the disciples were present for this
startled & frightened event, but he was
at Jesus’ sudden not the only one of
appearance, & now the disciples who
Jesus asked the doubted Christ’s
disciples why they resurrection from
were troubled & the dead — all of
had doubts when the disciples were

He appeared. generally doubtful.



[image: image6.png]Luke 24:38-39; Revelation 5:8... 22:3

My hands & My feet

» They had seen » So they could see
Christ crucified for themselves that
just a couple of Jesus’ hands & feet
days before, & had been pierced,
John had seen as they had seen
Christ up close as just a couple days
He was crucified. before.

* Psalm 22:16 said * We will know on
that His hands &feet  into eternity that
would be pierced. He is God’s Lamb.



[image: image7.png]Luke 24:40

His hands & His feet

» Having told the * He would offer
disciples to see something similar
& touch His hands to Thomas, eight
& His feet, He days later, inviting
showed His hands him to see & touch
& His feet to them His hands & His side
— made them (John 20:24-29).
available for « One day soon, we
personal will also see Christ

inspection. as God’s Lamb.



[image: image8.png]We will see His hands & His feet,
& praise Him as God’s Lamb:

Revelation 5:6, 9

And | saw between the throne (with the
four living creatures) and the elders a
Lamb standing, as if slain...

9 And they [that’s us] sang a new song, saying,

"Worthy are You to take the book and to break
its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for
God with Your blood men from every tribe and

tongue and people and nation."



[image: image9.png]Luke 24:41-43; Daniel 12:1,2

Why such disbelief?

» Not only did the » But there was also
disciples think of a popular belief, not
Jesus as Messiah taught in Scripture,
ben David (God’s that there were

liberating & reigning ghosts & spirits
Messiah), but they of the departed

also viewed the who roamed
resurrection as about among
taking place when the living

Messiah came. ones.
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Not believe, joy & amazement

* What an over- » So Jesus not only
whelming combina- invited them to look
tion of emotions & at & touch His
intense reactions! wounds, but also

« Startled, frightened,  ate a piece of fish
troubled, doubts, before them to
disbelief, joy & show that He had
amazement. a physical body.

This likely also tells us
something about the bodies we will have.




[image: image11.png]Luke 24:44

Law, Psalms & Prophets

* The Old Testament + Jesus had present-

Scriptures were ed the Scriptures
referred to in to the two disciples
various ways, who had been on

& this was the road to Emmaus
one of them. - & they were there!

Lists of prophecies fulfilled by Christ in His first
coming number up to about 300 specific
prophecies, & include details about
His death, burial & resurrection.
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Prophecies & fulfillment
¢ The Bible contains + The other 5,000

around 10,000 prophecies are yet
specific items to be fulfilled.

of prophecy & * These all will be
about 5,000 of fulfilled in the future
them have already & could begin to be
been fulfilled. fulfilled at any time.

So about 300 of those 5000 fulfilled prophecies
were fulfilled in Christ’s first coming, including
those about His death, burial & resurrection.
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[image: image14.png]Luke 24:45-48

Opened their minds

» Jesus opened their
minds to begin to
understand the
Scriptures.

* | add ‘ begin to’
because in truth the
disciples would con-
tinue to come to new
understandings for
decades to come.

» These disciples
would not receive
the Holy Spirit for
another 50 days,
but they were made
able to begin to
understand the
Scriptures about
Christ’s death, burial
& resurrection.
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Repentance
* |t is important * Repentance is
to come to an not feeling bad
understanding or feeling sorry
of repentance or crying or the
—whatitis & expression of
what it is not. any emotion.

Repentance means to change one’s mind,
& in the biblical context, to end in belief. Repent
was often used in a Jewish context because the
Jews often had an unbiblical idea in their minds.




[image: image16.png]Luke 24:45-48

Forgiveness of sins

» Forgiveness of sins + This message
comes only to those  that the changing of

who believe & in one’s mind to end in
this context the belief so as to have
repentance is a forgiveness of sins
change of mind would be proclaim-
that ends in belief. ed everywhere.

And these very disciples would be the ones to
begin that proclamation just 50 days from this
day in which Jesus is first appearing to them.




[image: image17.png]Luke 24:45-48

All nations, beginning with Jerusalem

» So Jesus told the * 40 days later, just

disciples that this before He ascended
message would be He told them that
proclaimed to all they would be His
nations, starting witnesses to the
with Jerusalem. end of the earth.

For about seven or eight years, the disciples
would think that the gospel was only for the Jews
(and the partly Jewish Samaritans), & that going

to all the nations meant going to the Jews
who were scattered about the nations.
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You are witnesses

» These very » With the giving of
disciples were the Holy Spirit, &
witnesses of these the ministries of
things, even though the Holy Spirit over
they didn’t under- time, they would
stand what they come to under-
had seen just yet. stand & testify.

In 50 days they would testify as witnesses &
would begin to proclaim repentance for
forgiveness of sins to fellow Jews.




[image: image19.png]Luke 24:49; John 14:26

The promise of My Father

» The ministries » The Holy Spirit
of the Holy Spirit would carry out
would begin in 50 special ministries
days, on the day among these
of Pentecost, when disciples, who
the Holy Spirit would become
would be given. church apostles.

All three persons of the Trinity are involved in
these disciples - & you - having the ministries
of the Holv Spirit in vour life



[image: image20.png]Luke 24:49

Until

e There was a lot for + And Christ would
these disciples to direct them to go to
come to under- Galilee to meet with
stand. Him there & then

« They would, in fact, return to Jerusalem.
see Christagaina  + Then they were to
number of times wait in Jerusalem

before He ascended  until the Holy Spirit
in 40 days. was given to them.



[image: image21.png]Acts 1:1-3

The first account | composed, Theophilus,
about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2
until the day when He was taken up to heaven,
after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to
the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these
He also presented Himself alive after His
suffering, by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them over a period of forty days...
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[image: image23.png]Luke 24:50-51

Bethany on the
east side of the mount of QOlives

« Jesus took them e Christ ascended
over the road to into heaven as
Bethany, which He blessed them.
would take them ¢ This took p|ace

to the east slope of on Thursday,
the Mount of Olives.  May 14, 33 AD.

* We'll get more + The Holy Spirit
detail about what would be given to
they talked about them on Sunday,

in Acts chapter 1. May 24, 33 AD.
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[image: image25.png]Luke 24:52-53; Galatians 2:19, 20; 3:27; Ephesians 2:4-7

It would be years

» The disciples would + But it would be 16

fairly quickly come years before Paul
to understand that would write that we
Christ has died for were baptized into
our sins & was & crucified with
buried & rose Christ, & 27 years
again, & anyone before He would
who believes that add His ascension

is saved eternally. & seating.



[image: image26.png]Luke 24:52-53

Years & years of aha moments!

» The disciples turned + Anditis God’s

apostles would be intent that we also
going through years go through years &
& years of aha years of aha
moments! moments!

* They would be * He wants us to
discovering new see & discover the
truths about Christ riches of His grace

& the Father & the for years & years, &
Spirit for decades! then for eternity!
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