Q&A 17 Once a believer is saved, is that person always saved from then on out, or can he lose that salvation by his own doing, moral failure, termination of belief, or by his own negligence, or by any action by God or others to remove him from that place of being saved?
A: What is the gospel?

The first question is, “What is the gospel – how is one saved”?  While the Bible gives the answer to that question in a number of passages, the apostle Paul brings the core of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1-11:
A person must believe that:

· Christ the son of God, died for our sins.

· He was buried

· He rose again

Notice that this basic gospel is about faith in what God has done through Christ.  It is not about our work or our merit, but about Christ’s work and His merit.  It is all about God’s mercy and grace, and not about our attributes or work or merit before or after the point of salvation.  We have nothing to add to God’s salvation, either.  He does the saving when  we at first do the believing - period.

What’s at stake?

If a believer can lose his or her salvation, then several things get called into question:
· If God does the saving, but a believer must focus on what is necessary to stay saved, then the focus becomes the believer’s actions, rather than focusing on Christ.

· If God does the saving, but staying saved depends on the believer in any way, then staying saved no longer depends on God’s character and merit but on the believer.

· If God does the saving, but the believer can lose his salvation, then the believer is not free to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ, because the preoccupation of the believer is on staying saved.
What are the kinds of evidence?

Scripture contains a number of lines of spiritual fact and reasoning that converge on the certainty of the believer’s salvation, including:

· Explicit statements that a believer cannot lose his or her salvation.

· The repeated and powerful implication of the grammar of the Old Testament, and especially the New Testament.

· The repeated statement of the believer’s eternal position in Christ and with Christ, as well as Christ in the believer, and of the believer’s identity, without any hint of any of that being reversed or even threatened to be reversed upon any action or failure to act.    

Not the slightest chance

There is, in the language of New Testament Greek, a pair of Greek words (ou me, literally, “not not”) that convey the idea of “not the slightest chance” or “not at all” or  “by no means”.  Though double negatives are not proper in the English language, in New Testament Greek, the double negative serves to emphasize the negation, and is therefore called an emphatic negation – “a double negative strengthening the denial”
,
,
 Let’s examine some of the critical uses of the emphatic negation ou me in a few passages that relate to salvation.  

John 10:22-30 (NASU; all quotes here are from the NASU unless stated otherwise)
At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon. 24 The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly." 25 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name, these testify of Me.  26 But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 I and the Father are one."

It was the time of the Feast of Dedication, known in our day as Chanukah, and Jesus was walking in the portico on the east end of the temple courtyard.  In part of Jesus’ response to the challenge of some Jews gathered about Him, to declare plainly if He was the Christ (Messiah), Jesus tells the Jews about His relationship with the sheep.  The words of verses 28 and 29 are of great interest to us regarding the possibility that one could lose his or her salvation.  While this passage is said explicitly to the Jews, in response to their question, it is in the larger context of salvation by faith, the theme of the gospel of John (John 20:31).         

The same root word translated “perish” in John 10:28 (Greek: apollumi) is used in Matthew 10:28b.  “…but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  It is used similarly in John 3:16 and 17:12.  In the John 3:16 context, “perish” (Greek: apollumi) is used in contrast to “eternal life”.  So the intent is clear: apollumi means to be in, or reserved for, hell.  It is used in the middle voice in John 10:28, meaning that the action of destroying or perishing (apollumi) cannot be accomplished by one’s actions with the result coming back upon oneself.  Additionally, the use of ou me regarding the ability of one of the sheep to perish of the sheep’s own doing is emphatically negated: “not the slightest chance”.

In John 10:28 (expanded and explained), Jesus is therefore saying that eternal life is something He gives constantly to His sheep, and that there is not even the slightest possibility that they can lose that eternal life so as to perish in hell, even of their own doing, and no other outside entity can remove those sheep, those to whom He constantly gives life, from His hand.  The saving work of Christ is therefore continually giving us eternal life that cannot be lost of our own doing, nor by that of another.  Verse 29 even takes that one step further, with Christ saying that His sheep were given to Him by the Father, and they cannot be taken out of the Father’s hand either.

The author of Hebrews wrote:

Hebrews 13:5

Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"

In the above verse, the same word pair that is in John 10:28 shows up twice (ou me), as if to tell us, there is not even the slightest chance, not even remotely that He will ever leave us or forsake us.  It is a double emphatic negation.

Revelation 3:5 

He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

In Revelation 3:5, the ou me word pair is found in “…I will not erase his name…”.  In order to understand the significance of this verse relative to the question of loss of salvation, there are three points to address:

· What is the meaning of “He who overcomes…”?

· What is the meaning of the emphatic negation “…I will not erase his name…”?

· What is the meaning of “book of life”?

The meaning of “He who overcomes
” (Revelation 2:11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21) is illuminated by these verses, also written by the apostle John:

John 16:33

"These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome
 the world."

1 John 5:4-5

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who is the one who overcomes
 the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Another aspect of the references to overcomers in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 is that each one of the promises to the overcomers is given as fulfilled in chapters 19-22 of Revelation:

Who are the Overcomers?

	Church
	Epistles to the Seven

Churches
	Chapters 19-22      Inclusive

	Ephesus
	"To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.'  (2:7b)
	(22:14)



	Smyrna
	He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.' (2:11)
	(20:14)



	Pergamos
	To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.'' (2:17) 
	(19:12)

	Thyatira
	And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; and I will give him the morning star. (2:26-28) 
	(19:15)

(22:16)



	Sardis
	'He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life,  (3:5)
	(22:14)

(20:15)



	Philadelphia
	"He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.  (3:12) 
	(21:22b)

(22:4)

(21:10b)

(19:12)



	Laodicia
	'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne,  (3:21)
	(20:4) Also see Ephesians 2:6 


“He who overcomes”, then, is not taken as a special category or status among Christians, as a subgroup, but as a statement of all those who are saved, because of their faith in Christ (1 John 5:4-5).
The words, “…I will not erase his name…” in Revelation 3:5 have two aspects that should be considered together, being the word pair ou me, and the figure of speech used in the emphatic negation.  The figure of speech used in these words is explained and illustrated below:

One form of litotes: Using one extreme of negation to emphasize the positive statement. 
Examples of litotes in common English usage:

“Nancy is not a bad cook” = “Nancy is a good cook”

“Ferrari is not a cheap car” = “Ferrari is an expensive car”

“Peter is not a slow cyclist” = “Peter is a fast cyclist”

Examples of litotes from Scripture (thanks to Dr. Luke):

Acts 12:18, “…no small disturbance among the soldiers”

Acts 21:39, “…a citizen of no insignificant city”

Acts 27:20, “…no small storm”

In each of the above instances, of litotes, Dr. Luke used the Greek word ouk, conveying a simple negation.  What is different in Revelation 3:5 is that the negation is emphatic, not simple negation as in each of the above examples in Acts.  So in Revelation 3:5, speaking of the overcomers: “…I will not erase his name from the book of life…”, then, conveys that “…his name will most definitely be in the book of life”.  Revelation 3:5, then, is the most intensive form of litotes in the entire New Testament stating that the person who believes and therefore, by John’s own definition, overcomes, will most certainly have his name included in the book of life.

So, the question presents itself, “What is the meaning of having one’s name in the book of life?”.  While a thorough study of the book of life in Scripture is beyond the scope of what we are pursuing here, the following chart shows the New Testament uses of the term:

	The Book of Life
	Referring to:
	Action:

	In NT Epistles
	Eternal  Life
	Not Written
	Included*

	
	
	
	

	Philippians 4:3
	X
	
	X

	Hebrews 12:23
	X
	
	X

	Revelation 3:5*
	X
	
	X

	Revelation 13:8+
	X
	X
	

	Revelation 17:8+
	X
	X
	

	Revelation 20:12, 15
	X
	X
	

	Revelation 21:27
	X
	
	X

	
	
	
	

	*Not blotted as litotes
	
	
	

	+ "Not written" taken to mean "not remaining written" = "blotted out"


Though students of Scripture will debate about the precise meaning of the Revelation 3:5, 13:8 and 17:8 passages, the references to the book of life in Revelation chapters 20 and 
21 make it clear that not having one’s name in the book of life means not being saved eternally, and having one’s name in the book of life means being saved eternally.  To place the ‘book of life’ in its cultural context, in ancient times those who were living citizens, who had not committed a serious crime, had their names written in the book of the living, or the book of life.  Since we are citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20), whose names are written in the book of life (Philippians 4:3), and are called to live as citizens of heaven while living here on earth (Philippians 1:27), our names are listed in the book of the living – the book of life – of the citizens of heaven.  There is no passage which says or even threatens that someone who is a citizen of heaven will or could lose that citizenship.  There is a passage, however that says that it is not even remotely possible that our names will be removed from the book of life (Revelation 3:5). 
So to summarize, when Revelation 3:5 (expanded and explained) says that  

He who overcomes is the one who believes in Me (Christ) and in the essential gospel, and will thus be positionally clothed in white garments, picturing the absolute purity that he has in Christ, having been declared righteous by God Himself; and it is not even remotely possible that I will erase his name from the book of life, which is the list of those who are saved eternally and have heavenly citizenship, and I, Jesus Christ, their advocate, will confess his name before My Father and before His angels as being totally righteous, and saved without fail and forever.

God has done it… in the perfect tense

The language of New Testament Greek packed a great deal of meaning into the verbs – words of action or being.  To carry across the same meaning in English often requires a number of words.  The perfect tense in New Testament Greek generally conveys “a completed action with a resulting state of being”
.  Barring a negation or qualification in the context, the perfect tense indicative mood verb indicates that the effect of the verb is permanent and abiding in its present result
,
.  Daniel Wallace makes the following statement about the perfect tense that is central to the consideration of the permanence of salvation:

The perfect tense is used less frequently than the present, aorist, future, or imperfect; when it is used, there is usually a deliberate choice on the part of the writer.

So, since there are verbs regarding our salvation and position and God’s accomplishment through Christ throughout the New Testament, placed there as a work of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16, 17), we are given multiple indications that our salvation, position and God’s accomplishment are permanent.  Examples of these would be (perfect tense verb):

John 19:28-30 (NASU)

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, said, "I am thirsty."  29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

1 Corinthians 1:1-2 (NASU; see also Acts 28:18 and Hebrews 10:10)

Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 

2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

Ephesians 2:4-10 (NASU)

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

While many more examples could be provided, these get the point across:  what Christ accomplished and the salvation that we have by grace through faith alone are permanent, without a hint of reversal – even if we have a mountain of problems and failures, as did the believers in Corinth.
Once done, perpetually valid

Parallel with the implication of permanence given by the perfect tense, there is a word          in the New Testament regarding Christ’s accomplishment and our salvation – hapax - that means, “Once done, perpetually valid”
.  Examples of the use of the word hapax conveying the permanent effectiveness of God’s work through Christ and of our  salvation include:

Romans 6:10-11

For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all (epi- hapax
); but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Hebrews 7:26-27

For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all (epi- hapax) when He offered up Himself.

Hebrews 9:26-28

Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once (hapax) at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once (hapax) and after this comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once (hapax) to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.

Hebrews 10:10

By this will we have been sanctified (a perfect tense verb – compare to 1 Corinthians 1:2) through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (epi- hapax).

1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also died for sins once for all (hapax), the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;      
Introduction: You’re in! and the sūn never goes down…
Identification is a principle taught in Scripture, principally to believers in the body of Christ.  Identification is explained most fully by the apostle Paul, but evidenced in the writings of John and Peter, as well as other authors of Scripture.  We can take no credit for either knowing these truths or in what God has accomplished by our identification with Christ.  These truths of identification are revealed entirely by the will and actions of God, and the blessings of our identification with Christ are accomplished entirely by God’s infinite, eternal and amazing grace.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him…”  Ephesians 1:3-4a. .  While we can find examples of this identification principle applying to other people groups, the teachings that we will focus on here are the identification truths that apply to believers who are in the body of Christ, from Acts 2 to the Rapture, when Christ comes for His bride, the Church.

Identification synonyms

We have used the word ‘identification’ so far, since that is a convenient ‘handle’ for what Scripture teaches.  But the actual words used in Scripture that convey this intimately related family of biblical truths include:

· In - being placed entirely in, so as to share an identity 

· With - intimately joined in action and consequence

· Together with – as above, with ‘together’ underscoring the same identity & action

· United with – ‘united’ implies a oneness, so a spiritual oneness is communicated

· Baptized into – ‘baptized’ means to be immersed or entirely placed into, so as to be permanently changed by that immersion or entire placement

Later we will address the words and terms that God’s word uses to describe the multiple spiritual outcomes from identification.

First, the bad news

God’s word says that when Adam sinned, we were in Adam in that sin, so were identified with fallen Adam, including the consequences that God said would result from that sin (death – see below):

1 Corinthians 15:22a 

“For as in Adam all die…”

It is critical to understand that death in Scripture (unless it clearly means physical death) means spiritual separation.  Being ‘in Adam’ means spiritual separation from God, and all the ghastly earthly and eternal consequences that go with it.  That’s the bad news, and if God had left things there, it would be nothing but totally hopeless, really depressing, eternally bad news.   

At first the news only gets worse – much worse:

John 8:24 

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

Ephesians 2:1-2, 5a 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air,      of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience….even when we were dead in our transgressions…

Colossians 2:13a 

When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh…

But to God’s eternal praise and glory and honor, He did not leave us there in Adam and dead in our trespasses and sins and transgressions.

And now… the really, really good news

Our identification with Christ, mentioned before, is expressed in several different ways, as listed in the ‘bullets’ on the prior page.  One of the frequent ways in which that truth is conveyed is that the believer is “in Christ’ as opposed to remaining “in Adam”.  That truth is conveyed primarily in the letters of Paul
, such as we find in his letter to the believers in Ephesus 36 times in six chapters, including these references:

· In Christ (1:3,7, 10) 

· In Him (1:4, 9, 10, 13)

· In the Beloved (1:6)

· In Whom (2:21,22; 3:12)

So the one who has placed his faith in Christ for salvation is ‘in Christ’, meaning that the believer has been placed by God entirely in Christ, spiritually speaking, so as to share an identity with Him, and so as to share a history with Him in each of these aspects in which he has been identified.  There is not the slightest indication from Scripture that this placement ‘in Christ’ is something that varies over time, or that it is ever undone or reversed or that such a reversal or undoing of the identification is even threatened.  Every indication from Scripture is that once we have been made to be “in Christ” by God’s doing, that placement ‘in Christ’ is eternally fixed and unchanging and irreversible.  

This truth is an important part of the answer to the question, “Can a believer’s salvation be lost?”  This aspect of the truth revealed in God’s word fits with the rest of the answer to that pivotal question.  No believer can be taken out of Christ or lose his or her salvation.

How in the heavenlies did we get here?

We who believe in Christ for salvation were placed ‘in Christ’ by being baptized, that is, immersed into Christ, with the consequence that we are permanently changed in fundamental character by the immersion into Christ that God alone accomplished.  That baptism into Christ is taught in Romans 6:3,4 and Galatians 3:27.  The multiple spiritual outcomes from our baptism into Christ are important, impacting our new history, our eternity and our present daily life, as will be discussed shortly.

With, together with and united

These terms tell of how we were identified with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension and seating in the heavenlies, as a number of verses testify:

Romans 6:4-6ab 

Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be [united with Him] in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him…

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Ephesians 2:4-6 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus;

The consequences of identification

We presented above the fact of identification with Christ, and how identification is referred to in the New Testament:

· In - being placed entirely in, so as to share an identity 

· With - intimately joined in action and consequence

· Together with – as above, with ‘together’ underscoring the same identity & action

· United with – ‘united’ implies a oneness, so a spiritual oneness is communicated

· Baptized into – ‘baptized’ means to be immersed or entirely placed into, so as to be permanently changed by that immersion or entire placement

From there, we will address the consequences of our having been identified with Christ.  All the facts of identification are known by revelation – not by personal memory or experience.  Our faith, then, is in the revealed spiritual facts.  These facts are absolutely true of us (our eternal position), and totally practical, for now (our condition) until the day we walk through heaven’s gates. 

Crucified

Several New Testament passages say that we were identified with Christ in His death (such as Romans 6:1-10; Galatians 2:20; Colossians 2:20).  Though the Romans soldiers who drove the nails, and the crowd that surrounded Christ were not aware of it, the cross where Christ was crucified was ‘spiritually very, very crowded’:

· The sins of the entire world for all time – everyone on the planet - from Adam to the last one born on this present earth, were placed upon Christ (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2).

· Every person who has believed or will believe, from Acts 2 to the Rapture was there with Christ at His crucifixion, being crucified with Him.  The Old Man (which is not the same as the sin nature that pertains to or pertained to the Old Man) of each one of us who believe was crucified there that day (Romans 6:1-10; Galatians 2:20).  

· The Law was crucified there – nailed to the cross as well, along with the debt note that went with it (Ephesians 2:14-16; Colossians 2:14).

Yes, that hill called Golgotha was very, very crowded that day, but of all the people who were there, only Christ knew how very, very crowded that hill actually was.  

There are three summary outcomes to the identification with Christ’s crucifixion that God caused to take place that day.  They are all three in the form of ‘died to’, that is, died in relationship to, which expresses the spiritual separation that took place on the cross.  These three summary outcomes are:

1) The believer died in relationship to the sin nature, which does not mean the believer does not have a sin nature, but rather that the believer is no longer an absolute slave to the sin nature (Romans 6:1-10).  The flesh is the expression of the sin nature through the earthly body.

2) The believer died in relationship to the Law of Moses, and any principle of law (Romans 7:4; Galatians 2:19).  This means that no part of the Law of Moses is applicable as Law to the believer who is part of the body of Christ.  See Appendix Item 6 for a comparison between the Principle of Law and the Principle of Grace.

3) The believer died in relationship to the world and its basic principles (Galatians 6:14; Colossians 2:20).  The world has its pressures (Romans 12:2), ways and systems (Ephesians 2:1-3), and these no longer have a claim on the believer.

In each case it is important to see that our death with Christ on the cross does not terminate or annihilate the sin nature, the Law or the world.  Each of these are still present here on earth.  Our death with Christ on the cross, however, causes us to have died in relationship to each of these.  It is a death of separation, rather than annihilation, termination and cessation.

Buried

Being buried with Christ (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12) is the assurance that the death actually took place.  This was no fainting, swooning or coma phenomenon.  The body of Christ was wrapped in accordance with traditional Jewish practices on the same day in which He was crucified, placed in a tomb, with a stone over the opening of the tomb.  The tomb was sealed with the seal of Rome, and a team of Roman guards set in place to prevent the breaking of the seal.  But inside the tomb, it was spiritually very, very crowded, because we who believe, of the body of Christ, were there with Him as His wrapped body lay dead in the tomb.  Being dead in relationship to the sin nature, the  Law and the world are not hypothetical or nearly true.  It is true.       

Raised 

Being raised with him (Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 2:12; 3:1) means that when Christ was raised to new life, that burial cloth and that tomb experienced a mass evacuation – even if the startled Romans soldiers guarding the tomb never saw the crowd!  Being raised with Him has some momentous and critically important truths for us to live by.

Being raised with Him means that our new life is derived from His new life.  We are not only dead in relationship to the sin nature, the Law and the world, but we are alive, in a new kind of life, to God and to righteousness (Romans 6:1-10; 1 Peter 2:24).  And while being made alive was a one time occurrence, being alive is from then on until forever.

But there is also an important aspect of that new kind of life that we share with Christ that should not be overlooked – we need to be spiritually calibrated for the massive and unparalleled magnitude of that resurrection life:

Ephesians 1:18-23 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward [Greek: eis = into] us who believe.  These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

The surpassing greatness of the power of Christ’s resurrection is the measure of the magnitude of that new life that was not just enacted at that past point in time, but is being right now directed into the life of each believer – right now!  Which is also a marvelous truth that is not at all just hypothetical, but intended to be real life now: We who believe are not intended to do the living here on this planet – He is!  (Galatians 2:20).   

Ascended & Seated

Acts 1 records historically that Christ ascended, right from the presence of the eleven disciples.  And then we have it from the Ephesians passage above (also Ephesians 2:4-7; and elsewhere in Scripture) that Christ was seated in the heavenlies.  As with any process or sequence, it’s where it ends that is what counts so greatly.  We end up seated with Him in the heavenlies, not just when we die or are raptured, but spiritually speaking, right now.  As we’ve seen before in this sequence, that seat where Christ is seated right now is very, very crowded, spiritually speaking!  It is there where we have all of our spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3).  It is there in the heavenlies where we have our citizenship, which is why our names are written in the book of life – the list of heavenly citizens.        It is there where we have our fellowship with Him.  We are to do the living there, seated in the heavenlies where we are blessed completely with Him, while He does the living here, since He is not limited by spatial constraints.

Conclusion: You’re in! and the sūn never goes down…

Why do we go through all this about the identification truths - now?  Because while all these things are taught of the believer, the reversal of these things is never said to take place or even be threatened to take place - ever.  The implication of permanence in our identification with Christ is both profuse and profound!
Positional ministries of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit has almost two dozen ministries in the lives of believers, some of which are positional, such as:

· He places believers into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

· He indwells believers both corporately and individually (1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19).

· He is the seal and pledge of believers (2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:13; 4:30).

While these kinds of things are said of the believer, is there any passage which reverses or even threatens to reverse any of these truths about the position of the believer?

Accepted & adopted

In the Roman Empire, the laws allowed the father of the family to reject a son or a daughter at any age – even to the point of abandoning an infant or outright killing even an adult son.  This was true, unless the father officially, as declared in an officially recorded document, accepted and officially called him or her his son or daughter.  To be loved and accepted and called the son of the father was a rare and precious thing in the culture.  So God’s word tells us:

Ephesians 5:1-2

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

1 John 3:1-2a.

See how great a love the Father has bestowed (perfect tense verb) on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God…

Additionally, the ultimate in legal priority of inheritance, which could not be reversed, was the Roman ‘adoption of sons’, which Paul wrote that we have in Romans 8:15; 8:23; 9:4; Galatians 4:5, and Ephesians 1:5.  

So both of these legal perspectives, that are given in the New Testament with regard to our salvation and standing with the Lord, point directly to our being permanently and irreversibly saved. 

Reward: wanted dead, then alive

Where do those who claim that a believer can lose his or her salvation come up with that idea?  While we cannot take the time to address every instance or passage to which they might refer, we will examine a couple of the points made by those who claim that a believer can lose his salvation.
While Scripture does not teach that a believer can lose his or her salvation, it does teach about eternal spiritual rewards, that:

· The Lord intends to reward us (Revelation 2:12).
· The Lord desires to reward us fully, but that a portion or all of the reward that He desires to give may be lost (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 John 8).
There are about 50 passages in both the Old and the New Testaments that address the judgment for rewards for the believer, and/or the judgment for punishments for the unbeliever.  This is where we see verbiage that addresses people – believers and unbelievers – being judged according to their deeds (Romans 14:101-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 11:15; Revelation 20:12, 13).  What some claim points to loss of salvation is actually addressing loss of reward – not loss of salvation.    

Additionally, while the believer’s eternal position is fixed and unchangeable, in our daily condition, sadly we may choose to work for the sin nature, and the sin nature pays a wage for that work: spiritual death, which is separation from God in our daily condition, not in our eternal position (Romans 6:23).  But the free gift of God is eternal life.  But though            a believer can walk in the flesh (instead of the Spirit: Galatians 5:16, 17) and out of fellowship with the Lord, such passages should not be misunderstood to say that a    believer can lose his salvation.  A believer can walk out of fellowship with the Lord,           but the relationship with the Lord will not and cannot be lost.    

It’s actually a growing problem

Some who claim that Scripture teaches loss of salvation will point to passages that are actually addressing failure to grow and mature spiritually.  The apostle Paul addresses  the church in Corinth telling them that he had to speak to them as men of flesh, that they could only handle spiritual milk though they ought to have been able to handle solid spiritual food, that they were walking like mere men (1 Corinthians 3:1-4).  He wrote that they ought to recognize that what he wrote and said were the mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 4:1), and that there was immorality among them that didn’t even exist among the pagan Gentiles (1 Corinthians 5:1).  And that’s only up to the 5th chapter.     
Yet even with all of these spiritual problems, Paul started off the letter telling them                  that they were already sanctified in their eternal position, implying permanence, “To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified (perfect tense verb) in Christ Jesus… 1 Corinthians 1:2ab.

The end of the matter

So Scripture clearly teaches that a person who is saved by grace through faith is saved eternally, once and for all, permanently, and never to be removed from that position.  Understanding that principle – a fundamental truth – is the basis for spiritual growth,   and the grace motivation for everything that we are called to do (Romans 12:1, 2; Ephesians 4:32, et al).  As with our initial salvation, the ongoing saving is God’s to do, and not ours.  He is faithful, and He will do it, until the day we see Him face to face                 (1 Corinthians 1:4-9). 
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� Or, in some contexts, “Once given, perpetually valid”, as in Jude 3.





� “Epi-“ is an intensifier prefix in the Greek language, so its use with hapax is for emphasis on the once for all message of the word hapax.  With the epi- prefix, the word is contracted as ephapax (pronounced: ef-áp-ax).
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