What happens to babies' souls, including the unborn, if they die?

A: Let’s begin by saying that the Bible, being a revelation to those who are living and who must believe in Jesus Christ for salvation and grow in God’s revealed truth, is directed at those who can hear and understand the gospel and believe and thus receive those truths.  So we don’t have lots of material in the Bible to answer the questions that arise about people in other situations, like we might hope to have to answer the question above.  Nonetheless, there are some points of real comfort for those who have lost a child                  before birth, or at a young age:

Christ paid the debt for the sins of the whole world – and physical age isn’t a distinction:

1 John 2:1d-2

Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation [satisfaction of God’s holiness] for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

God is infinitely merciful by character and takes the initiative in providing salvation:

Psalm 145:8-9

The LORD is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 9 The LORD is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works.

1 John 4:10 (see also Romans 5:6; Galatians 4:4, 5)

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation [satisfaction of God’s holiness] for our sins.

Even the unborn child is a matter of God’s infinite knowledge and awareness:

Psalm 139:13-16

For You formed my inward parts; you wove me in my mother's womb. 14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; 16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them. 

There is a strong implication that infants who do not have the opportunity to believe are taken to be with the Lord, where saved adults will go as well:

2 Samuel 12:22-23 (2 Samuel 11:1-12:23 gives the account of David, Bathsheba and their baby) He said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ' Who knows, the LORD may be gracious to me, that the child may live.' 23 "But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me."

Matthew 18:1-2, 14 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom         of heaven?" 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them... 14 "So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish."
In Matthew 18:14, the Greek word for ‘perish’ is the same word translated ‘perish’ in John 3:16:

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."

Matthew 19:13-15

Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, "Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."  15 After laying His hands on them, He departed from there. 

______________________________________________________

Scripture is to be primary, and our experiences and the experiences of others ought to              be secondary to Scripture and measured by Scripture.  All of our experience should be judged by Scripture, and experience should not be used to judge Scripture.  While the following is not Scripture, and we should of course not place such singular and by nature unverifiable experiences on the same level with Scripture, the following may be worthy of consideration as secondary evidence and hopeful encouragement that is consistent              with Scripture:

 

Dwight L. Moody said, as he hovered between life and death, “Earth recedes, Heaven opens before me. If this is death, it is sweet! There is no valley here. God is calling me, and I must go.”…
 

His son who was standing by his bedside said, “No, no, father, you are dreaming.”           “No,” said Mr. Moody, “I am not dreaming: I have been within the gates: I have                           seen the children’s faces.”
 

______________________________________________________

Conclusion
While the Bible is focused toward those who are able to read and hear its message, and who come to be saved by faith, and to grow spiritually by believing what the Lord has revealed, it does offer some real comfort to those who have lost a baby, either before birth or after, or a little child.  
� Quotes of Dwight L. Moody, excerpted from D. L. Moody, by William R. Moody, The MacMillan Company, 1930, pg 537. 
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