Believer’s Baptism Basics

Baptizing a believer by immersion in water has been the means of public declaration and illustration of a believer’s salvation since the very day the church began (Acts chapter 2).  On that day Peter had presented the gospel to a large gathering of Jews.  Dr. Luke summarized what then took place with this brief but dramatic account:

Acts 2:41 (NASU)

So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.

In Acts 6:25-39 we read about how Philip the deacon explained salvation to the Ethiopian eunuch out of the book of Isaiah, chapter 53.  Dr. Luke wrote briefly of the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch: 

Acts 8:36, 38 (NASU)

As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?"… And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him.

The English word “baptize” comes from the Greek word baptizō, which basically means to immerse or place into by immersion.  The word baptizō was commonly used in New Testament times for immersing a piece of cloth or clothing into a vat of dye, so that the cloth was permanently changed by the immersion.  A sword that was being made was first heated to white hot, then suddenly immersed (baptizō) in cold water to heat treat and harden the sword – the sword was permanently changed in character by the immersion.  

Baptizing a believer by immersion illustrates and publicly declares what has taken place when a person believes in Christ for salvation.  The baptism of a person who believes in Christ for salvation does not accomplish anything spiritually, but is a declaration and illustration of what has already been accomplished by God when that person believed.  What did God accomplish spiritually when a person believed that is afterward declared and illustrated by baptism?  There are two things that baptism declares and illustrates:

Romans 6:3 (NASU; see also Galatians 3:27)

Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?

1 Corinthians 12:13 (NASU)

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

So baptism by immersion in water publicly declares and illustrates that the believer has been placed into Christ, so as to be identified with Him in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension and seating in the heavenlies, and it also pictures that the believer has been placed into the body of Christ – the Church – as a work of the Holy Spirit.  Water baptism, then, is a once for all act of faith that declares and illustrates the spiritual work that God Himself has already done in the life of the one who believes.
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