Introduction to the Defense of the Faith & Discernment
- Apologetics & Polemics
Defense of The Faith - Apologetics

We live in a world in which the attack on biblical Christian faith is becoming increasingly aggressive on various fronts:

· Aggressive atheists and agnostics have produced a profusion of books and media publications of various kinds which attack biblical Christian faith on historical, scientific, philosophical, sociological (including gender definition) and moral grounds.  
· The aggression of Islam against Christianity and any other non-Muslim or opposing Muslim group has ranged from intellectual opposition, to terrorism, to military attack.

· For several decades, eastern philosophy, religion, practices and worldviews have been marketed to the western cultures.

· Groups seeking societal acceptance of unbiblical morals have taken up aggressive action and words to overcome resistance by Christians.
· The secularization of society has tended to put biblical Christian faith increasingly out of the general public view, which has implied that biblical Christian faith is irrelevant, inappropriate and unwelcome in the public sphere.
Some of the considerations in which these become critical include Christian parenting and education, evangelism, church leadership and priorities.  In view of God and His word, how ought we to live and what should be our approach to this increasingly aggressive opposition? 

Discernment - Polemics, based on the Definition of The Faith

Christendom is all of what those on the outside view as Christianity.  But within Christendom there is a great and growing diversity regarding basic definitions of words, such as:
· What is the Gospel?

· What is Salvation and how is one Saved?

· Is Salvation God-centered or man-centered?

· What is Grace and what is Mercy?
· Are we under Law or not, and if so, which are the Laws we should keep?

· Is there Truth, and if so, how do we know what the Truth is?

· Does Doctrine matter, and if so which Doctrines?

· Who is God?  
· Does God Know the future and can God Change?

· Who is Christ and what is His relationship to God?

· What is God’s Revelation and can it Change and Who is the interpreter of it?

· Which is priority – Truth, Mind, Feelings or Experiences?

· Where and in whom ought we to place our Faith?

In this elective we will focus on Defense of The Faith in the first six months and on Discernment in the last six months.
The Biblical Basis for & Character of the Defense of The Faith

1 Peter 3:13-16 provides both the attitude and character of our defense of the faith, and also the biblical basis for the Defense of The Faith.

1 Peter 3:13-16 (NASU, except for the removal of all caps)                                                                     
13 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed.  And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense [apologia] to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 

The Greek word that is translated ‘defense’ can also mean an argument or an explanation.  So there is a biblical basis for defending the faith with logical argument and explanation.  And there is also a biblical basis for making that defense in the right character: gentleness and reverence.          
Apologetics is the formal defense of the Christian faith, giving a reason as to why on a logical, philosophical, scientific, or historical level Christianity is a true, accurate and livable worldview.
Worldview
A worldview is how one interprets what is sensed.  We all experience the same world, so it seems, yet people coming from different worldviews interpret the same data differently.  Here is a sampling of worldviews.  
Atheist: I must explain everything in the past and the present in terms of the physical world alone, that is, that which can be seen, touched, smelled, tasted and heard.  There is no spiritual realm nor are there any spiritual beings, including myself.  Physical laws and statistics rule everything.  The Bible is man’s creation, not God’s revelation.  There is no afterlife.  Everybody only lives once, and what once constituted their body goes back into nature.
Agnostic: I can not confirm that there is anything in the spiritual realm, nor that there are any spiritual beings, so I must approach the world as the atheist.  I must explain everything in the past and the present in terms of the physical world alone, that is, that which can be seen, touched, smelled, tasted and heard.  The Bible is more than likely man’s creation, since I cannot confirm that there is a God to make any kind of revelation.  I cannot confirm that there is any afterlife.  As far as I can tell, everybody only lives once, and what once constituted their body goes back into nature.
Eastern religions:  Life and death are cyclical, resulting in many, many reincarnations.  Reality is physical and spiritual, and the spiritual is in everything that is physical.  By my own efforts I can achieve enlightenment and transcend the cycle of life and death.  
Animism:  The spirits in the rock, trees, clouds, river, mountain, make everything happen as the spirits wish.  I must appease these or defend myself by manipulation of other spirits to arrive at the best set of circumstances for my life.

Biblical Christianity: There is a God who is personal and infinite, who has created the physical universe and all spiritual beings, visible and invisible.  That God has other unchanging qualities and has revealed Himself in five specific ways: 
· General Revelation: conscience, providence, nature

· Special Revelation: Jesus Christ, the Bible

One of the many things that God has revealed is that all mankind has been alienated from God by Adam’s sin, but God the Father has sent His Son to be born of a woman, to die for our sins, and to be raised to new life.  All who believe in Jesus’ death for our sins, burial and resurrection are reconciled to God and have eternal life.

Presuppositions

Mathematics, science, logic and even the use of our senses all require irreducible and unverifiable assumptions that cannot be objectively verified or proven.  If I were to ask you, “Why must we use logic to arrive at a conclusion?” that question assumes an answer using logic.  As we’ll see later on, conducting science in any field requires faith in at least ten presuppositions, and possibly more depending on the field of science.  Every person operates on the basis of faith in unverifiable presuppositions – even if that person does not recognize what those unverifiable presuppositions are.  A person may be skeptical, rational, logical, mathematically and/or scientifically oriented, and may be prone to independently verify everything, but at some point they have faith in a number of unverifiable presuppositions.  It is the nature of human beings.  The person who is driven by feelings, emotions, and experiences likewise has faith in a collection of unverifiable presuppositions.  And the specific collection of unverifiable presuppositions in which one has faith define a person’s worldview.

These Principles are Spiritually Useful

The principles that will be presented in this Defense of the Faith elective are useful for conversations with anyone coming from a non-Christian worldview.  Those principles both help the believer to stand on solid ground, and may be a part of what the Lord uses to bring the non-Christian to faith in Christ.  In that sense these principles are an evangelistic tool.  These principles are also useful to help the believer to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to confidently proclaim the truth of the gospel in whatever realm the Lord has us carrying on ministry.
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Date Tchr Class  Topic ‘Date Tchr Ciass Topic ; ;
No_ Addressed No_ Addressed

" Philosophy. " Foundations for Polemics
4Jan, VP07 introduction to Apologetics G Polemics: Whatis t? / What difference does it make?
Aian VP02 ABiblical Look at Truth 702" Polemics: How is it done? |
i8Jan RP. 03 Logic & Woridviews 03 Polemics: How did we get here?
25Jan "RP 04 Secular Worldviews " The Domain of Polemics |
" World Religions. 104 What is the Tayout of the field?
Feb VP 05 Western Religions & Worldviews \Inside Christendom | Outside Christianity
&Feb VP, 06 Eastem Religions & Worldviews Orthodoxy. Russian, Greek Antiochene. etc
. History \Roman Catholicism
5Feb RP, 07 History: Flow do we know what we know? Mormonism |
22°Feb| "RP 08 The Bible: How did we get it? Part | |Seventh Day Adventism
:Mar R, 09 The Bible: How did we get it? Part Ii Jehovah's Witnesses
Mar 10" Evidence for Christianity outside of the Bibia (Christian Science
5:Mar 11" The Bible: Justa collection of myths? Part | Church of Christ
22Mar, 12 The Bible: Justa collection of myths? Part I Miscellaneous Cuits
29°Mar " 13 TheInerrancy of Saripture Christian Limbo .
5 Apr 14 The resurrection of Christ Part | Emergent & Seeker Sansitive Church
T Apr 45" The resurrection of Christ Part Il Gpen Theism! i
TG Apr 46" Archaeology & the Oid T estament “Ecumenicalism
26 Apr A7 Archaeology & the New Testament \The Christian Gicus
3May 18 Dr. Luke; Historian or Storyteller? Christian Liberalism "
10:May, VP 19" Aggressive Agnostic: Bart Ehrman (Christian Existentialism & Mysticism |
[ Science Chutes & Ladders: Parachurch Organizations
7May, 20 Where Did Nioder Science Come From? (Christian Music .
24 May 21 Science, Faith & Knowledge Inside Chris tianity: Points of Dis cernment
31 May, 22" God, Time & the Cosmos \Lutheran, Reformed & Presbyterian Churches
7Jun 23" Mirades: Can they happen? Wethodist & Wesleyan Churches
d-Jun VP 24" Creation & Evolution - Biological |Dispensationalism & Ultradispensationalism
213un. VP25 Creation & Evolution - Physical One Nature /Two Natures |
T Question: |Secular Psychology to the Rescus? | .
28Jun. %6 Human Sexuaiity & Marriags Christianity & Politics” A Marriage Made in Heaven?
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