Secular Worldviews: Humanism

Definitions

Faith – As a noun, it is the substance of what we believe in [Heb. 11:1]. Listen to the other Sunday School class. As a verb, it is the act of believing. The scriptures focus on the noun more than the verb.

Humanism – An outlook that attaches prime importance to humans instead of religion, the supernatural or a deity

Skepticism – The idea that unless something can be proven out empirically then it is not true and should be either investigated further or ignored for absolute knowledge.

Agnosticism – The name for a philosophical position that is only certain of their uncertainty. Holding a position of empirical skepticism without the commitment to there being no God.

Atheism – The name for a philosophical position that is certain that there is no God or gods.

Deism – The position that there is a higher being [a god], but not any of the commonly held positions of religion. Sometimes stated that a deity started the universe and then walked away.

Moral Relativism – The idea that all morals are relative, subjective, and are not objectively true or universally consistent.

A Logical Tidbit: it is possible for something to be logical, but false. If you start with a false assumption, but reason outward from it (inductive reasoning), you can conclude a logical conclusion that is by its root false.

The Secular Worldview Outlined

Authority: The secular worldview puts man at the center. It says that man is the measure of all things. This is a fundamental assumption of the philosophy. Because man is the measure of all things, everything must be measured by mankind to be known. This is the root of skepticism. The following are generalizations and should be taken as a starting point, but individuals may apply varying degrees of other views within the spectrum.

· Philosophy: Naturalism or empiricism. We believe what we can prove.

· Theology: Atheism, seeks to address all ideas of the universe without God.

· Ethics: Moral Relativism, all morals flexible.

· Science: Neo-Darwinian Evolution, all things can be explained naturally and what we don’t know we will learn eventually given enough time.

What are the assumptions of this position?

Attacks on Christianity

The typical skeptical attack is on the following key areas:

· The idea of God as unempirical and immoral

· The idea of the Bible being unreliable

· The idea that morality is not universal

· The idea that the Bible doesn’t know what to do with science (i.e. Archaeology or geology for example)

Quotes & Their Logical Fallacies

Below are quotes from various skeptics, agnostics and atheists. What are some of the fallacies (from last week, or elsewhere) that are presented in the positions stated. 

Skepticism

In order to seek truth, it is necessary once in the course of our life to doubt, as far as possible, of all things. - René Descartes

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

Skepticism: the mark and even the pose of the educated mind. - John Dewey

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

I don't want to believe. I want to know. - Carl Sagan

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

Agnosticism

The mystery of the beginning of all things is insoluble by us; and I for one must be content to remain an agnostic. - Charles Darwin

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

I am an agnostic; I do not pretend to know what many ignorant men are sure of. 
- Clarence Darrow

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

I deeply believe in pluralism. I believe in the close proximity of multiple systems or agnostic systems. - Ben Nicholson

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

Atheism

I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with not understanding the world. - Richard Dawkins

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

Faith is the great cop-out, the great excuse to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence. Faith is belief in spite of, even perhaps because of, the lack of evidence. 
- Richard Dawkins

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

All thinking men are atheists. - Ernest Hemingway

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

Properly read, the Bible is the most potent force for atheism ever conceived. 
- Isaac Asimov

Fallacy: ________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion

While secular empiricism on the surface sounds like it is a rational, self-consistent worldview it also comes with assumptions that are believed (i.e. faith). Given that a person or persons are in charge of truth claims and the understanding of the universe will always be finite in a universe that appears not to be, absolute claims and absolute morality are based on assumptions of consistency across the universe both in time and space.

By using logical fallacies like ambiguity (redefinition of terms), ad hominem attacks on believers, and assuming they have no faith-system underpinning their worldview the secularist charges at religion – Christianity for the most part in the US – and wants to pull down the walls of all other worldviews to attempt to unify mankind under humanism.

HHBC - 04 Defense of the Faith & Discernment January 25, 2015

 Secular Worldviews: Humanism - Page 2 of 3

