[image: image1.png]Logic & Worldviews

How you, too,
can’t get there from here.

3 Core Logic Rules

< Law of Non-Contradiction — A does not
equal Not A

» The Law of Identity — A is A. Binds names
and definitions

* The Law of Excluded Middle — Something
is A or not A, but not A and Not A
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Driving History
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» The slippery slope argument — if we let
‘A’ happen, ‘Z’ will happen, therefore we
should never let ‘A’ happen. The fallacy
form of this argument is based on pre-
sumption and not facts. Not all Slippery
Slope arguments are fallacies

» Example: If we let our children eat ice
cream for dinner we’ll have to let them
eat ice cream for dinner every day and
then they will become diabetic.
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» The strawman argument misrepresents
a position to defeat that position.

+ Example: The God of the Bible kills a

bunch of people and therefore is not a
God of love.
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» False Causality is a common cite in
the media. It is easy to misrepresent a
relationship between two things and assert
that one causes the other. Two things
may be related subsets of a greater set

without being causal.
» Example: Children who eat breakfast do
better in school.
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» The appeal to emotion is not based on
fact, but is instead based on a sense of
personal stimulation. This is basically
manipulation.

» Example: You should become a Christian

because Jesus makes you feel happy,
good, and loved all the time.
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» The Argument from Silence presents
that because something is lacking in
presentation or information it must be
false or it must be true (depending on
who is arguing).

» Example: The Jehovah's Witness told
me that since Jesus was never quoted
as saying the literal words, “| am God,”
that Jesus was just a man.
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* The Loaded Question is used to present a
false statement as a given. Once another
person agrees to the false statement in the
loaded question (often by answering it),
the argument is lost.

» Example: Since we already know that all
religions lead to harm to humans by abuse
or murder, we should be atheists.
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» Ambiguity often comes in the form of word
definitions being used when not agreed
upon by those discussing a topic.

+ Example: When the Jehovah’s Witness
says, “I'm a Christian, too,” they don’t
identify Christ as the Son of God, part of
the Trinity, and they don’t see Christ’s
work on the cross as securing eternal
salvation.
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» Ad Hominem attacks bring the person
arguing, or their leader(s) under attack,
but this doesn’t negate the truth of a
proposition.

+ Example: Joseph Smith was a polygamist,
a liar, and known to blackmail.
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* When someone appeals to authority they
don’t prove a fact or a position, they just
want you to believe it because someone
else does.

» Tom Cruise is a Scientologist, therefore
you should consider scientology. Nobody
that successful could be wrong.
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The way someone thinks about the
world, and even more broadly the
universe and the purpose of life.



[image: image13.png]Dos and Don’ts

Do Don’t

* Listen for absolute « Assume that a
statements person has thought

e Listen for through their
assumptions worldview

« Listen for * Assume that you
authorities can use a highly

- Restate things generic represent-

back to a person ation of that

to confirm their worldview
position » Assume that the

. Useitasa worldview is not
starting point self consistent



[image: image14.png]Consider How Worldviews Address

Pain or Trials
Sin

Eternity

God

Facts

The Unknown



[image: image15.png]Humanism

Reason

aoueyd

pob ou s| a1ay |

Glory to man
in the highest.
Manis the
measure
of all things.

9214 sl uepy

ssaiboud

Nature




[image: image16.png]Existentialism

Act Without Hope

Bankruptcy of
Human Wisdom

Man is Condemned
to be Free

There is no god
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+ It is not uncommon today to find that
people try to embrace various positions
from various worldviews. This creates
loopholes and logical problems.

» Do abide and let the Spirit guide and grow
you in your thinking about these truths.





Quotes & Their Logical Fallacies

Below are quotes from various skeptics, agnostics and atheists. What are some of the fallacies (from last week or elsewhere) that are presented in the positions stated?

Skepticism

If you would be a real seeker after truth, it is necessary that at least once in your life you doubt, as far as possible, all things. – René Descartes

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

Skepticism:  the mark and even the pose of the educated mind. – John Dewey

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

I don’t want to believe. I want to know. – Carl Sagan

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

Agnosticism

The mystery of the beginning of all things is insoluble by us; and I for one must be content to remain an agnostic. – Charles Darwin

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

I am an agnostic; I do not pretend to know what many ignorant men are sure of. – Clarence Darrow

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

I deeply believe in pluralism. I believe in the close proximity of multiple systems or agnostic systems. – Ben Nicholson

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

Atheism

I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with not understanding the world. – Richard Dawkins

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

Faith is the great cop-out, the great excuse to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence. Faith is belief in spite of, even perhaps because of, the lack of evidence. – Richard Dawkins

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

All thinking men are atheists. Ernest Hemingway

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

Properly read, the Bible is the most potent force for atheism every conceived. – Isaac Asimov

Fallacy:  ________________________________________________________________

Conclusion

While secular empiricism on the surface sounds like it is a rational, self-consistent worldview, it also comes with assumptions that are believed (i.e. faith). Given that a person or persons are in charge of truth claims and the understanding of the universe will always be finite in a universe that appears not to be, absolute claims and absolute morality are based on assumptions of consistency across the universe both in time and space.

By using logical fallacies like ambiguity (redefinition of terms), ad hominem attacks on believers, and assuming the critic of Christianity has no faith-system underpinning their worldview, the secularist charges at religion – Christianity for the most part in the US – and wants to pull down the walls of all other worldviews to attempt to unify mankind under humanism.
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