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« First we’ll take a look at non-Christian
authors who write about Jesus Christ
&/or Christianity in the 1st & 2nd
centuries [brace yourself]

* Then we'll look at Christian quotes of
secular authors from the 1st & 2nd
centuries that are otherwise not
available to us now [brace yourself]

* Then we'll look at some extrabiblical
“Christian” writings
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THE APOSTLE JOHM, THE FATHERS,
AND PREMILLEMNIALISHM IM ASIA MINOR

“Among [the Ante-Nicene Fathers] some strong men were advocates of
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1. Johnin Ephesus: Irenseus, 4g. Her. 11, XX, 5;
I, 15 10, HE, 4; Clement of Alexandria, furs
Qives Selvetvr, Ch. KLU ; Eusebius, O4. Ars?.,

I, 15 T, XX, 115 1, XXN0, 4 8 6; Polycrates,
H1, XxXl, 4; ¥, XK1Y, 3-4.

see Eusebius, £4. Aist.,

2. lgnatius and Polycarp: ignatius, £pis?. fo
Ep#., Ch.XNl; Epis?. 2o Meg., Ch.XY. Ignatius
visited Polycarp enroute to martyrdom in Rome.
No early writer suggests a Johanine connection.

3. Polycarp and John: Irenaeus, dg. #Her., 111, 11,
4; Tertullian, Fres. &g Her., Cho XX,

4. Papias snd John: (Pro) Iremweus, dg. Her., ¥,
X¥XI1, 4; {(Con} Eusebius, £A. Hisi., 111, XXX,
3-4; Polycarp: see Lightfoot, d4pss. Frs., Pt 2,
for. £ Foly., ¥ol. 1, p. 442,
see Quasten/Plumpe, 4.8 8., Didecthe, p. 108,

5. Justin Martyr and Ephesus: On “the Xystus” or
broad avenue, see Justin's 277, Ch. | and Euseb.,

Prepared by Larry ¥. Crutchfield, Ph.D.
{Version 1.0)

Ignatius: perhaps;

— Association doubtful
- Association probable

== Association virtually
certain

Ch Hise IV, RV, 6; Polycarp: see Lightfoot,
Apos. Frs., P2, jgn. & Foly., Yol 1, p. 444,
Papias: pessibly; length of J's Ephesian visit?

. Melito and Polucarp: see Lightfoot, dzss. Frs.,
Pt. 2, /gn. & Foly., Vol 1, p. 444, |renaeus:
likely, see Anis-Hicense Frs., 8:750.

7_ Apellinaris and Polycarp: see Lightfoot, dpes.
Frs  PLZ, ign & Fely.,¥ol. 1, p. 444. That
there would have been contact with Papiss also
i5 certain, and with Melito, most likely.
Irenacus and Polycarp/Smyrna: Eusebius, £4.
His?. ¥, %X, That irenesus could “describe the
very place in which . . . Polycarp sat as he dis-
coursed,” etc., suggests residence at Smyrna.
Papias: probably, see Shimeall, Secend Com-

frg, p. 67, Melito: likely, see dnle- Hicene
Frs., 8:750.

#C.A, Briggs, "Origin and History of Premillenarian-
ism,"” Lufharan Puarforlfy 9 (April 1879):228.
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[image: image2.jpg]The nature of the news

. Jesus lived a life of

_ poverty, with no political
Ry standing, stood before
. an obscure Roman

~ governor, & was
executed by the means
then fitting only erring

: slaves & the worst of

' criminals




[image: image3.jpg]Pontius Pilate inscription

y

* Found at Caesarea Philippi
in 1961 by ltalian
archaeologists, this

' inscription is the only

o

inscription confirming the
name “Pontius Pilate”

.+ TIBERIEUM
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[PRAEF]JECTUS IUDA[AEA]
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Philippi,

for Pilate,

. home of

“+ Philip, where

* Gentiles 1t
became

was
imprisoned
. for two years



[image: image5.jpg]The nature of the news

+ Since any official records of that time &
place are rare indeed after almost 20
centuries, that we would find any official
record of Jesus Christ from his own times or
even in the century after, would be quite
surprising

0 1000 2000
-+t

t

Roman Crusades A
assaults Islam | Islam Il



[image: image6.jpg]Festus’ reaction, as recorded
in Acts 25:19, is typical of that
from early Roman officials

“...they simply had some points of
disagreement with him about their own
religion and about a dead man, Jesus,
whom Paul asserted to be alive.”



[image: image7.jpg]The Nazareth
Inscription

Emperor Tiberius (14-37)
or Claudius (41-54) issued
an edict against grave
robbing. An inscription of
that edict was found in
Nazareth. It may,
however, result from
events surrounding Jesus’
resurrection




[image: image8.jpg]"Ordinances of Caesar, it is my pleasure that graves
and tombs remain undisturbed in perpetuity for those
who have made them for the cult of their ancestors
or children or members of their house. If however
any man lay information that another has either
demolished them, or has in any other way extracted
the buried, or has maliciously transferred them to
other places in order to wrong them, or has
displaced the sealing of other stones, against such
one | order that a trial be instituted, as in respect of
the gods, so in regard to the cult of mortals. For it
shall be much more obligatory to honor the buried.
Let it be absolutely forbidden for anyone to disturb
them, in case of contravention | desire that the
offender be sentenced to capital punishment on
charge of violation of sepulcher.”
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[image: image9.jpg]Suetonius (69-140)

» Suetonius, a court official under
Emperor Hadrian, writing about
120 in Lives of the Twelve
Caesars, 25.2, wrote of an event
that evidently occurred in 49/50
AD, possibly reflecting the record
of Acts 18:2

* “Because the Jews at Rome
caused continuous disturbances
at the instigation of Chrestos, he
[Emperor Claudius] expelled them
from the City”




[image: image10.jpg]In 26.2, Suetonius writes:

"Punishment by
Nero was inflicted
on the Christians, a
class of men given
to a new and
mischievous
superstition.”




[image: image11.jpg]Josephus
(A.D. 37-100)

Josephus was a Jewish historian, who wrote
in the generation immediately after Jesus’
incarnation

He makes several references to people well-
known to New Testament readers, including
the Herods; the Roman emperors Augustus,
Tiberius, Claudius, & the procurators of
Judea; the high priestly families--Annas,
Caiaphas, Ananias, the Pharisees & the
Sadducees



[image: image12.jpg]“At this time there was a wise man who was
called Jesus. And his conduct was good and
(he) was known to be virtuous. And many
people from among the Jews and other
nations became his disciples. Pilate
condemned him to be crucified and to die.
And those who had become his disciples did
not abandon his discipleship. They reported
that he had appeared to them three days after
his crucifixion and that he was alive;
accordingly he was perhaps the messiah
concerning whom the prophets have
recounted wonders” (Antiquities of the Jews,
xviii.ch. 3, subtopic 3, Arabic text)
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Josephus,
from an old, but not
ancient drawing

1 "(Ananus) assembled

the Sanhedrin of the
judges, and brought
before them the brother
of Jesus, the so-called
Christ, whose name
was James, and some
others, and when he
had formed an
accusation against
them as breakers of the
law, he delivered them
to be stoned"
(Antiquities of the Jews,
XX '9:1).



[image: image14.jpg]Plinius Secundus (writing 112)

Writing to Emperor Trajan about his
achievements as governor of Bithynia, wrote
how he had killed multitudes of Christian men,
women, & children:
"All who denied that they were or had been
Christians | consider should be discharged,
because they called upon the gods at my
dictation and did reverence, with incense and
wine, your [the emperor's] image . . . they
curse Christ, which a genuine Christian cannot
be induced to do" (Epistles, X.96).



[image: image15.jpg]In the same letter to the emperor

"[Christians} were in the habit of meeting
on a certain fixed day before it was light,
when they sang in alternate verse of a
hymn to Christ as to a god, and bound
themselves to a solemn oath, not to do
any wicked deeds, and never to deny a
truth when they should be called upon to
deliver it up."
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[image: image17.jpg]Cornelius Tacitus (557 - after 117)

* Tacitus was a senator
under Emperor Vespasian

+ Later he held the offices of
consul & then proconsul ‘
(111-112)

* He was a friend of Plinius
Secundus, governor of
Bithynia

» Writing of Nero’s attempt
to relieve himself of the
guilt of burning Rome...

"' LAs :
D BR A S
" DE C.CORNELIO
TACITO



[image: image18.jpg]Cornelius Tacitus (557 - after 117)

"Hence to suppress the rumor, he falsely
charged with the guilt, and punished with the
most exquisite tortures, the persons
commonly called Christians, who were hated
for their enormities. Christus, the founder of
the name, was put to death by Pontius Pilate,
procurator of Judea in the reign of Tiberius:
but the pernicious superstition, repressed for a
time broke out again, not only through Judea,
where the mischief originated, but through the
city of Rome also" (Annals XV.44).



[image: image19.jpg]Mara Bar Serapion
(writing after 70)

A letter that now resides in the British
Museum was written by Mara Bar Serapion, a
Syrian Stoic philosopher, to his son in prison:

"What advantage did the Jews gain from
executing their wise King? It was just after that
that their kingdom was abolished. . . . But
Socrates did not die for good; he lived on in
the teaching of Plato. Pythagoras did not die
for good; he lived on in the statue of Hera. Nor
did the wise King die for good; he lived on in
the teaching which he had given"



[image: image20.jpg]Jewish Talmud, portion compiled 70-200

“On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was
hanged*. For forty days before the execution
took place, a herald went forth and cried, "He is
going forth to be stoned because he has
practiced sorcery and enticed Israel to
apostasy. Any one who can say anything in his
favor, let him come forward and plead on his
behalf." But since nothing was brought forward
in his favor he was hanged* on the eve of the
Passover.”

* The word translated “hanged” is used for both
crucifixion & other means of capital punishment



[image: image21.jpg]Lucian of Samosata (2nd century
Greek satirist, writing about 170)

"The man who was crucified in Palestine
because he introduced this new cult into
the world. . . . Furthermore, their first
lawgiver persuaded them that they were
all brothers one of another after they have
transgressed once for all by denying the
Greek gods and by worshipping that
crucified sophist himself and living under
his laws" (On the Death of Peregrinus).



[image: image22.jpg]Also from the same work by Lucian

* History...abhors the intrusion of any least
scruple of falsehood; it is like the windpipe,
which the doctors tell us will not tolerate a
morsel of stray food.

* The historian's one task is to tell the thing as
it happened.

* (The historian) must sacrifice to no God but
Truth, he must neglect all else; his sole rule
and unerring guide is this - to think not of
those who are listening to him now, but of
the yet unborn who shall seek his converse.



[image: image23.jpg]Julius Africanus, writing AD 221,

writing about 1st century Thallus

"Thallus, in the third book of his histories,

explains away this darkness [at the time of the
crucifixion] as an eclipse of the sun -
unreasonably, as it seems to me.*

Thallus (b. 52-55) was a Samaritan-born
historian. Africanus said that Thallus’
proposition was unreasonable, of course,

because a solar eclipse could not take place
at the time of the full moon, & it was the time
of the paschal full moon when Christ died.
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[image: image25.jpg]Celsus (writing about 175), as
quoted by Origen

* Celsus, the Neoplatonic philosopher, wrote
his broad based critique of Christianity about
175, entitled True Discourse

* None of his document remains to modern
times, but some 60 to 90% of it is quoted in
the point by point refutation by Christian
author Origen of Alexandria, in his Against
Celsus, about 250



[image: image26.jpg]“...he accuses Him of having "invented his birth from
a virgin," and upbraids Him with being "born in a
certain Jewish village, of a poor woman of the
country, who gained her subsistence by spinning,
and who was turned out of doors by her husband, a
carpenter by trade, because she was convicted of
adultery; that after being driven away by her
husband, and wandering about for a time, she
disgracefully gave birth to Jesus, an illegitimate child,
who having hired himself out as a servant in Egypt
on account of his poverty, and having there acquired
some miraculous powers, on which the Egyptians
greatly pride themselves, returned to his own
country, highly elated on account of them, and by
means of these proclaimed himself a God..."



[image: image27.jpg]Eusebius, writing about 325

Quoted a letter from Emperor Hadrian (reigning
117-138) to Minucius Fundanus, then proconsul
of Asia: “| do not wish, therefore, that the matter
should be passed by without examination, so that
these men may neither be harassed, nor
opportunity of malicious proceedings be offered to
informers. If, therefore, the provincials can clearly
evince their charges against the Christians, so as
to answer before the tribunal, let them pursue this
course only, but not by mere petitions, and mere
outcries against the Christians. For it is far more
proper, if any one would bring an accusation, that
you should examine it.”



[image: image28.jpg]Now let’s look at extrabiblical Christian
sources from the 1st & 2nd centuries
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[image: image29.png]Writings of the early church fathers

* Clement of Rome, « Clement, who
Bishop of Rome 92- may possibly be the
101, quoted from Clement of Philippians
Matthew, Mark, Luke 4:3 (though likely not),
& Acts, 1 Corinthians, wrote in 1 Clement
Titus, Hebrews, & 1 42:1, “The apostles
Peter in his letter to received the gospel
the church at Corinth, for us from the Lord

writing about 95 Jesus Christ...”



[image: image30.jpg]Writings of the early church fathers

* Ignatius, d, 117, + “Jesus Christ, who
wrote six letters to was of the race of
churches & one to David, who was the

his friend, Polycarp. son of Mary, who
was truly born and
He quotes from

ate and drank, was

Matthew, John, truly persecuted
Acts, several of under Pontius Pilate,
Paul’s letters, was truly crucified

James & 1 Peter and died...”



[image: image31.jpg]Writings of the early church fathers

* Papius (~60 - * Hegesippus, mid-
~130), likely a 2nd century
diSCiple of John & « Justin Martyr (100_
knew Polycarp 166)

* Polycarp (69-155), . |renaeus (d. ~190)
Adiseiple orJoiin * Tertullian, writing

* Quadratus, disciple about 200, quoted

of the apostles (d. New Testament ~
138) & Aristides his 7000 times, the

contemporary Gospels 3800 times



[image: image32.jpg]The early church fathers

* They often
repeatedly claimed
the basic points of
the gospel as
historical fact

They appealed to
their readers &
listeners to verify
the facts
themselves, by
records still
available at the time

* The Roman records

& some Jewish
records were still
available for
inspection

Some of them had
direct contact with
one or more of the
apostles or with
those who had
spoken with the
apostles







[image: image33.jpg]Then there are

the extrabiblical writings

* The Didache,
written about the
end of the 1st

century, was a
church manual

which quotes
repeatedly from

the Gospels

+ Epistle of Barnabas
(between 70-135)

Egerton Papyrus A
Gospel of Truth
Gospel of Thomas

Gospel according to
the Hebrews

Gospel of Peter

* Treatise on

Resurrection



[image: image34.jpg]What we have set aside for now

* Documents & * The interaction
archaeological findings recorded in
that simply confirm the  Matthew 8:21-22 is
reliability of the details  based on a practice
of the New Testament  that existed among

« For instance, Jesus Jews only from
was asked about a about 10 to 60 AD
divorce issue that
disappeared after the
70 AD destruction of
Jerusalem (Matthew Caiaphas
19:1-12) Ossuary



[image: image35.jpg]Early 15t century
census
document (see
Luke 2:1-5), from
Philadelphia (see
Revelation 1:11;
3:1-13)




[image: image36.jpg]Dr. Edwin Yamauchi, historian, wrote (1995)

"Even if we did not have the New Testament or
Christian writings, we would be able to conclude from
such non-Christian writings as Josephus, the Talmud,
Tacitus and Pliny the Younger* that: (1) Jesus was a
Jewish teacher; (2) many people believed that he
performed healings and exorcisms; (3) he was
rejected by the Jewish leaders; (4) he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius; (5)
despite this shameful death, his followers, who
believed that he was still alive, spread beyond
Palestine so that there were multitudes of them in
Rome by 64 A.D.; (6) all kinds of people from the
cities and countryside - men and women, slave and
free - worshiped him as God by the beginning of the
second century.” *Plinius Secundus



[image: image37.png]‘Son of Joseph, Brother of Jesus’

A stone box found in or near Jerusalem bears the inscription “James, son of
Joseph, brother of Jesus.” It is written in the ancient language Aramaic.

READ FROM RIGHT TO LEFT

JESUS (YESHUA) BROTHER OF JOSEPH (YOSEF) SON OF  JAMES (YA'AKOV)

Source: Biblical Archaeology Review
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