Mormonism

History

People

Joseph Smith, Jr. – Founder/Prophet – Received the revelation from God that a new church was to be formed.  Later he was lead by the angel Moroni to where the special plates were hidden.

Brigham Young  - President/Prophet – after Joseph Smith died Brigham Young became the prophet of the Mormons.
Moroni – The last Nephite prophet (the Nephites were one of the Jewish Groups that supposedly traveled to the Americas from the Middle east throughout history) who later became an angel and as an angel led Joseph Smith to the templates that turned into the book of Mormon.
Events

September 21, 1823 – The revelation of the tablets by the angel Moroni.
Divination of the meaning of the tablets took place and the summer of 1829 the plates were returned to the Angel Moroni.  According to the written records of Joseph Smith III his father translated the plates with his head in a hat with a translation stone in the hat.  He dictated to his wife, Emma.
1838 – The Missouri Mormon War, started as non-Mormons felt outnumbered and that they were losing political power.  Mobs and militias were put in place to calm things down.  Eventually the Mormon capital, Far West, was put under siege by the state militia and several church leaders, including Joseph Smith, were arrested.  The Missouri government stripped the Mormons of their land and gave them several months to move on.  Joseph Smith and other leaders eventually escaped and made their way to Nauvoo, Illinois.
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The Mormons established their own military, government, and currency                                  in opposition to those established            by the U.S. Government.
1857-1858 – The Utah Mormon War, a war between the Mormons and the United States Federal Government over how much control the Mormons could have over culture and politics in Utah.  Many areas that the Mormons previously held were abandoned as Brigham Young called Mormons from all over the west to help fight in case the United States Government troops arrived in Salt Lake City.  A major military conflict was prevented by the Mormons as they used guerilla warfare to destroy provisions for the U.S. troops, delaying the arrival of U.S. troops.  When the U.S. troops did finally arrive in Salt Lake City Brigham Young, who was up until that point governor of Utah, surrendered the title to Alfred Cumming.
Things

The tablets or plates contained the text of the book of Mormon.  These plates were supposedly written in the language of the Nephites and documented the history of three distinct groups that were of Israeli descent, but had come to America.  Their whereabouts are unknown and therefore their authenticity, historicity and the validity of the translation (sometimes referred to as divination) is completely unverifiable.
There are a multitude of conflicts between the account in the Book of Mormon and the findings from historical, archaeological, geographical and DNA studies.  See pages 8 and 9 for summary statements on these topics by the Smithsonian Institution.    

Doctrinal Error

Sources of Theology & Doctrine

The Bible
A book of truth, though it was not considered to be accurate and Joseph Smith taught that it was full of error and parts were lost.  The Pearl of Great Price made up for this by adding special translations of parts of Genesis that included new revelation and other commentary.
The Book of Mormon

This book, having been ‘translated’ by Joseph Smith is considered accurate since Smith got the original plates from God, through the prophet Moroni.  After Christ’s resurrection in the Middle East He revealed himself in North America to the Nephites.
The Pearl of Great Price

From the introduction of the Pearl of Great Price:
The Pearl of Great Price is a selection of choice materials touching many significant aspects of the faith and doctrine of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. These items were produced by the Prophet Joseph Smith and were published in the Church periodicals of his day.
Doctrine & Covenants

This is a living book in that these scriptures are not complete – given the progressive revelation that prophets of the Mormons get its contents are still being written.  It generally contains writings about church governance.
Articles of Faith

By Joseph Smith, Jr.
	Articles of Faith
	The Bible

	We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost.
	The Bible teaches the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son & God the Holy Spirit, are three personal beings of one essence.  Jesus was not the biological son of God before His incarnation.  

	We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for Adam's transgression.
	All descendents of Adam are bound to sin because of Adam’s transgressions. [Romans 5:14].  The consequences of Adam’s sin were moving forward and the New Earth will be the complete rectification of this problem [Revelation 21:1].

	We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.
	Salvation is by grace, through faith, & not of works (Ephesians 2:8, 9).  Once a person believes the Gospel they are dead to the law, and not under law but under grace [Romans 5:2, 21; 6:14, 15; 7:4-6; Galatians 2:19].

	We believe that the first principles and ordinances of the Gospel are: first, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repentance; third, Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.
	Baptism is not required for salvation.  Baptism does not remit sins [I Corinthians 15].  The Holy Spirit does not come as a second blessing, but instead as part of salvation [Ephesians 1:13; 4:5].

	We believe that a man must be called of God, by prophecy, and by the laying on of hands by those who are in authority, to preach the Gospel and administer in the ordinances thereof.
	To preach the gospel, one must be a believer [Acts 2:47].

	We believe in the same organization that existed in the Primitive Church, namely, apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, and so forth.

	Apostles no longer operate in the church, but were given to start the church [Ephesians 2:20].

[Note, the Mormons have re-defined those titles and terms]


	Articles of Faith
	The Bible

	We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, healing, interpretation of tongues, and so forth.
	Holly Hills holds to a cessational view that the apostolic gifts have ceased to be used because the church was established and the New Testament completed.

	We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.
	We believe that the Bible is the accurate word of God & the Greek New Testament has been preserved as well as the Hebrew Old Testament.  God enables godly men to translate the texts into other languages.  Scripture is inerrant.

	We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.
	HHBC holds that the canon of scripture is complete.  There are no new revelations that must be made.  The Kingdom of God is not a synonym for the church.

	We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent; that Christ will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory.
	Revelation does not teach these things.  See later section on replacement theology.

	We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates of our own conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let them worship how, where, or what they may.
	There is only one true God.  “worship… What they may?”  This is bizarre liberalism.  John 4 reveals that God wants believers to worship in Spirit and in Truth.

	We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.
	The Apostle Paul clearly teaches respect for the leadership that God has put in place in Romans 13.

	We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men; indeed, we may say that we follow the admonition of Paul—We believe all things, we hope all things, we have endured many things, and hope to be able to endure all things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek after these things.
	The believer is to abide in Christ to bear fruit. [John 15].  The believer has a purpose [Romans 8:28, 29].  The passage referred to in 1 Corinthians 13 indicates the end of the apostolic era gifts.


The Gospel & Other Doctrinal Concerns
Salvation is not by faith alone

Given that the Articles of Faith state that salvation is at least in part by works each Mormon feels compelled to do, then salvation is not by grace through faith alone (Ephesians 2:8,9).  
Burning in the Bosom

Many Mormons have had some experience that is traditionally within Mormonism called ‘The Burning of the Bosom.”  A warm fuzzy feeling, if you will, that happens in the Mormon’s chest.  This is supposedly a confirmation of God’s work in their lives after completing the steps to salvation.
The Bible is not an authority

Due to the distrust for the Bible as an authority the believer has a severe disadvantage because citing the scriptures is in reference to a faulty book.  Even the Mormon Scriptures, including the Book of Mormon, can be changed by subsequent revelation to Mormon authorities.  As of 1988, 3913 changes had been made to the 1830 version of the Book of Mormon based on supposed revelations to Mormon authorities.  Royal Skousen, a professor of linguistics at BYU and a recognized expert of the textual history of the Book of Mormon, has identified 5,280 variations in all editions of the Book of Mormon.   
Replacement Theology

Because of the three tribes (Nephites , Lamanites and Jaredites) came over from Israel, and the inspired texts are carried over from their history as well as God calling Joseph Smith to re-establish the “true church” it is believed that the Mormons are also the true Israel.  Israel as we think of it in the Old Testament was replaced by the Mormons as God’s people.  The Catholic Church and many Covenant churches also do this and make the church and Israel one long line of chosen people.  This is problematic given that God promised things to Israel that are contradicted by the New Testament promises to the church.
Progressive Revelation

Progressive Revelation is the idea that God reveals His truth to mankind over time.  This is a Biblical concept in general because obviously Adam & Eve did not know all of what was to come; God gave prophets over time to reveal Himself and chose to preserve His truth through the copying and dissemination of the scriptures.  
However, the Mormons use this concept to invalidate the Bible, replace socially awkward doctrines that were initially given, and to update church policy in the Doctrine & Covenants.  For Mormons, revelation is still progressing and will continue to progress.
Specific examples include:

· Prior to 1978 non-whites [particularly Blacks] were considered cursed
 and could not hold a position of leadership within the Mormonism.
· Christ’s return, initially prophesied by Joseph Smith
, was able to be postponed.

· The invalidity of the Bible due to its supposed errors is set aside since newer revelation has been given.
Virgin Birth as a work of the Holy Spirit
"The birth of the Saviour was as natural as are the births of our children; it was the result of natural action. He partook of flesh and blood--was begotten of his Father, as we were of our fathers," (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, v. 8, p. 115).

"Now, remember from this time forth, and for ever, that Jesus Christ was not begotten by the Holy Ghost," (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p. 51).

Luke 1:34-35 (see also Isaiah 7:14; 9:6,7; Matthew 1:22-25)
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God."
Does God change or stay the same?

The Book of Mormon says:

Moroni 8:18

For I know that God is not a partial God, neither a changeable being, but he is unchangeable from all eternity to all eternity.

Mormon 9:9, 10

For do we not read that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and in him there is no variableness neither shadow of changing? 10 And now, if ye have imagined up unto yourselves a god who doth vary, and in whom there is shadow of changing, then have ye imagined up unto yourselves a god who is not a God of miracles.
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith and History of the Church,                    (6:302-17)

"God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!...........It is the first principle of the gospel to know for a certainty the character of God........yea, that God himself, the father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did; and I will show it from the Bible...."
Isaiah 43:10-13

"You are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And My servant whom I have chosen, 

So that you may know and believe Me and understand that I AM He+
. 

Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me. 

11 "I, even I, am the LORD, and there is no savior besides Me. 

12 "It is I who have declared and saved and proclaimed, and there was no strange god among you; so you are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And I am God." 

13 "Even from eternity I am He, and there is none who can deliver out of My hand; 

 I act and who can reverse it?"

Malachi 3:6

"For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed."

James 1:17

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.
Various Mormon Groups

Aside from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints headquartered in Salt Lake City (about 15 million members), there are or were also:

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, now (as of 2001) called the Community of Christ (250,000 members)
And some very small congregations: 

· The Temple Lot (Independence, MO)

· Hedrickites

· Bickertonites





· Cutlerites

· Strangites

Some others holding to polygyny after the 1890 Manifesto

Some have written the Smithsonian Institution, inquiring as to whether the Smithsonian Institution regards the Book of Mormon as an authority or reference for historical and archaeological studies.  Below is a part of the Smithsonian Institution’s response to such inquiries, last updated in 1996:
STATEMENT REGARDING                                                      THE BOOK OF MORMON 

1.    The Smithsonian Institution has never used the Book of Mormon in any way as a scientific guide. Smithsonian archeologists see no direct connection between the archeology of the New World and the subject matter of the book.

2.    The physical type of the American Indian is basically Mongoloid, being most closely related to that of the peoples of eastern, central, and northeastern Asia. Archeological evidence indicates that the ancestors of the present Indians came into the New World - probably over a land bridge known to have existed in the Bering Strait region during the last Ice Age - in a continuing series of small migrations beginning from about 25,000 to 30,000 years ago.

3.    Present evidence indicates that the first people to reach this continent from the East were the Norsemen who briefly visited the northeastern part of North America around A.D. 1000 and then settled in Greenland. There is nothing to show that they reached Mexico or Central America.

4.    One of the main lines of evidence supporting the scientific finding that contacts with Old World civilizations if indeed they occurred at all, were of very little significance for the development of American Indian civilizations, is the fact that none of the principal Old World domesticated food plants or animals (except the dog) occurred in the New World in pre-Columbian times. American Indians had no wheat, barley, oats, millet, rice, cattle, pigs, chickens, horses, donkeys, camels before 1492. (Camels and horses were in the Americas, along with the bison, mammoth, and mastodon, but all these animals became extinct around 10,000 B.C. at the time when the early big game hunters spread across the Americas.)

5.    Iron, steel, glass, and silk were not used in the New World before 1492 (except for occasional use of unsmelted meteoric iron). Native copper was worked in various locations in pre-Columbian times, but true metallurgy was limited to southern Mexico and the Andean region, where its occurrence in late prehistoric times involved gold, silver, copper, and their alloys, but not iron.

6.    There is a possibility that the spread of cultural traits across the Pacific to Mesoamerica and the northwestern coast of South America began several hundred years before the Christian era. However, any such inter-hemispheric contacts appear to have been the results of accidental voyages originating in eastern and southern Asia. It is by no means certain that even such contacts occurred; certainly there were no contacts with the ancient Egyptians, Hebrews, or other peoples of Western Asian and the Near East.

7.    No reputable Egyptologist or other specialist on Old World archeology, and no expert on New World prehistory, has discovered or confirmed any relationship between archeological remains in Mexico and archeological remains in Egypt.

8.    Reports of findings of ancient Egyptian, Hebrew, and other Old World writings in the New World in pre-Columbian contexts have frequently appeared in newspapers, magazines, and sensational books. None of these claims has stood up to examination by reputable scholars. No inscriptions using Old World forms of writing have been shown to have occurred in any part of the Americas before 1492 except for a few Norse rune stones which have been found in Greenland.

� From the Book of Mormon: And he had caused the cursing to come upon them, yea, even a sore cursing, because of their iniquity. For behold, they had hardened their hearts against him, that they had become like unto a flint; wherefore, as they were white, and exceedingly fair and delightsome, that they might not be enticing unto my people the Lord God did cause a skin of blackness to come upon them. (2 Nephi 5:21, see all of 22-24).





� History of the Church, 5:336; April 1843; Joseph Smith was born Dec. 23, 1805, so the Lord would come sometime after Dec. 23 1890.





� In the Greek Old Testament, egō eimi.  In Isaiah 43:25 God says egō eimi, egō eimi.
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