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Seventh Day Adventism
The Great Disappointment(s)
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Beginning in 1831, New England Baptist preacher William Miller led a movement that was prophetically focused, eventually determining that October 22, 1844 would be the date of the Lord’s return.  Thousands were disappointed when October 22, 1844 came and went, and many left the movement at that time.  But of those who revisited their initial studies, a number of them concluded that October 22, 1844 was rather the date that investigative judgment in heaven would begin that year.  These became the Seventh Day Adventists (SDA), but others of the movement concluded that Christ would come in some subsequent year, consequently developing into other groups originating from the Millerite movement.

Matthew 24:36

"But of that day and hour [the coming of the Son of Man] no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone."

The Bible & Ellen G. White – equally inspired?

Number 18 of the official SDA doctrinal publication "Fundamental Beliefs of Seventh-Day Adventists" states: 

One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This gift is an identifying mark of the remnant church and was manifested in the ministry of Ellen. G. White. As the Lord's messenger, her writings are a continuing and authoritative source of truth which provide for the church comfort, guidance, instruction, and correction. They also make clear that the Bible is the standard by which all teaching and experience must be tested.

[image: image3.png]/
L

ADVENTIST

CHURCH



Then we read in the SDA publication Ministry:

We believe the revelation and inspiration of both the Bible and Ellen White's writings to be of equal quality. The superintendence of the Holy Spirit was just as careful and thorough in one case as in the other… even within the church Mrs. White must not be made the final court of appeal in matters of doctrine, because to make her so would be to have one standard for doctrine for entering the church and a different standard after one entered.

All the above statements can fit into a model that would clearly subordinate Ellen White's authority to the authority of Scripture. On the other hand, there are statements in which she appears to claim, by virtue of her inspiration, the right to define and specify the meaning of Scripture. She says that her writings on doctrinal matters are essentially without error: "There is one straight chain of truth, without one heretical sentence, in that which I have written."

Is THAT what they teach?

The quotes cited below were written by Ellen G. White or are from other official documents published by the Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) Church (emphasis added).  Regarding the blood of Christ and atonement for sin, Ellen G. White’s writings say:
"The blood of Christ, while it was to release the repentant sinner from the condemnation of the law, was not to cancel sin....It will stand in the sanctuary until the final atonement" Patriarchs and Prophets, P. 357 .

"Now while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we should seek to become perfect in Christ" The Great Controversy, p. 623 .

"...instead of coming to the earth at the termination of the 2300 days in 1844, Christ then entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary to perform the closing work of atonement preparatory to His coming" The Great Controversy, p. 422 .

However, the Bible says:

John 19:28-30

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished [perfect passive verb: a completed past action, with ongoing results into the future], to fulfill the Scripture, said, "I am thirsty."  29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished! [literally, ‘It is paid’; perfect passive verb: a completed past action, with ongoing results into the future]" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 

Acts 13:38-39

Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him everyone who believes is freed [justified: redeemed, forgiven, and declared righteous] from all things, from which you could not be freed [justified: redeemed, forgiven, and declared righteous] through the Law of Moses. 

Hebrews 7:23-28

The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death from continuing, 24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently. 25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all [hapax: once done, perpetually valid] when He offered up Himself. 28 For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.

Hebrews 10:10,14

By this will we have been sanctified [perfect passive verb: a completed past action, with ongoing results into the future] through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all [hapax: once done, perpetually valid].  For by one offering He has perfected [perfect passive verb: a completed past action, with ongoing results into the future] for all time those who are sanctified [present passive participle: as an ongoing process upon the believer].

And then from the Seventh Day Adventist documents we find this about judgment of those who have taken the name of Christ:

"At the time appointed for the judgment.... All who have ever taken upon themselves the name of Christ must pass its searching scrutiny.  Both the living and the dead are to be judged "out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works" The Great Controversy, P. 486 .

"While good works will not save even one soul, yet it is impossible for even one soul to be saved without good works" Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 377 .

"The judgment is to set, the books are to be opened, and we are to be judged according to our deeds" Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 100 . 

"Every case had been decided for life or death. While Jesus had been ministering in the sanctuary, the judgment had been going on for the righteous dead, and then for the righteous living" Early Writings, p. 280 .

"So in the great day of final atonement and investigative judgment the only cases considered are those of the professed people of God" The Great Controversy, p. 480 .

"as the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who have believed on Jesus come in review before God. Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth....Every name is mentioned, every case closely investigated. Names are accepted, names rejected. When any have sins remaining upon the books of record, unrepented of and unforgiven, their names will be blotted out of the book of life, and the record of their good deeds will be erased from the book of God's remembrance" The Great Controversy, p. 483.
However, the New Testament includes these passages:

John 10:25-30

Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name, these testify of Me.  26 But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never [ou me
] perish [middle voice
]; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 I and the Father are one."  

Romans 3:28

For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 

Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For by grace you have been saved [perfect passive verb: a completed past action, with ongoing results into the future; passive indicates that it is God who does the saving] through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Philippians 3:7-11

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Revelation 3:5

He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not [ou me5] erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Regarding the future judgment of church age believers, Scripture says:

1 Corinthians 3:10-15

According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

Regarding the future judgment of unbelievers, Scripture says:

Revelation 20:11-15

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Sins, according to Ellen G. White, are placed on Satan:
"It was seen, also, that while the sin offering pointed to Christ as a sacrifice, and the high priest represented Christ as a mediator, the scapegoat typified Satan, the author of sin, upon whom the sins of the truly penitent will finally be placed" The Great Controversy, p. 422.

"Their sins are transferred to the originator of sin" Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 475.

But the Bible says this about bearing our sins:

Isaiah 53:6

All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 

1 Peter 2:24-25

and He Himself bore [aorist indicative: a statement of fact] our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed [aorist indicative: a statement of fact]. 25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

Ellen G. White says that a time will come when we’ll have to stand on our own, apart from Christ:


"Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator" The Great Controversy, p. 425.

"When Jesus ceases to plead for man, the cases of all are forever decided. This is the time of reckoning with His servants" Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 191.

But the apostle Paul wrote in the New Testament letters:

Ephesians 2:4-7

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved  [perfect passive verb: a completed past action, with ongoing results into the future; passive indicates that it is God who does the saving]), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 2:5-7

5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. 

Ellen G. White wrote that we reach a point of sinlessness by obeying all of God’s commandments:
"Those only who through faith in Christ obey all of God's commandments will reach the condition of sinlessness in which Adam lived before his transgression" Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1118.


"To be redeemed means to cease from sin" Review & Herald, September 25, 1900.

But the Bible says: 

Galatians 3:10-14

For as many as are of the works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them." 11 Now that no one is justified by the law before God is evident; for, "The righteous man shall live by faith." 12 However, the law is not of faith; on the contrary, "He who practices them shall live by them." 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us -- for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"-- 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

So what’s the problem?

The SDA holds that one must consistently observe SDA-selected portions of the Law              of Moses in order to be saved, including food laws, further restricted to vegetarianism (compare Mark 7:17-23; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; Hebrews 9:13), worshipping from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday (i.e., Sabbath; compare to Acts 20:7; Colossians 2:16-19), and tithing (compare to 2 Corinthians 9:7).  The SDA church does accept Ellen G. White’s writings as supplemental to Scripture, and the means through which Scripture               is to be interpreted.  The SDA church does not accept Christ’s work on the cross as complete, nor God’s final declaration of righteousness on the basis of faith as a completed past action for those who believe.  The SDA Church teaches that Christ is           still weighing the deeds of believers with respect to their salvation until their final day            on earth.  The grace of God by God’s accomplishment through Christ has been set aside entirely in SDA teaching.

But the Bible tells us:

Romans 7:4-6

Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,   2 to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified [perfect passive] in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Galatians 2:19-21

"For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."







� http://www.adventist.org/fileadmin/adventist.org/files/articles/official-statements/28Beliefs-Web.pdf


�Ron Graybill (then assistant secretary of the Ellen G. White estate) Ministry Magazine, October 1981, page 8.


�Ibid, page 9.


� ou me = ‘not not’, as in ‘Not the slightest chance’, or ‘Not even remotely possible’.  It is emphatic denial of the possibility.


� Middle voice with this verb, along with ou me means that it is not even remotely possible that His sheep will lose their salvation, so as to perish of their own doing.
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