Church of Christ, Scientist (Christian Science)

A Non-Christian, Non-Scientific Organization within Christendom

Mary Baker-Eddy (July 16, 1821 - December 3, 1910) – The founder of Christian Science.  She was chronically ill as a child and later studied theology and formed the ideas that were Christian Science.  In 1843 she married George Glover who died in 1844.  She bore a son George Glover, Jr. right before his father’s death.  She married Dr. Patterson in 1853, but divorced him for adultery. In the 1860’s she studied with a man, Phineas Quimby, who taught the idea that thought could heal people.  In 1875 she published 1,000 copies of Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures.  Mary Baker-Eddy married her third husband, Asa Eddy, in 1877.  He died 5 years later 1882.  She did not remarry.

Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures – The official doctrine book for Christian Scientists.

Tenets of Christian Science
 Vs. The Bible

	Mary Baker-Eddy
	The Bible

	As adherents of Truth, we take the inspired Word of the Bible as our sufficient guide to eternal Life.
	The Bible is not a guide for eternal life, it is a guide for walking out our heavenly position in our earthly life.  The information given was progressive so Adam & Eve did not know what we know now.  

II Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. (NASB)

	We acknowledge and adore one supreme and infinite God. We acknowledge His Son, one Christ; the Holy Ghost or divine Comforter; and man in God’s image and likeness.

Science and Health, p. 256:9-18
The theory of three persons in one God (that is, a personal Trinity or Tri-unity) suggests polytheism, rather than the one ever-present I AM. "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord."


	The Trinity is clearly stated in scripture and physically represented at Christ’s baptism with John (Matthew 3:16-17).  Genesis 1:26 states that mankind was made in ‘Our image,’ not My image.  Christ’s reference as I AM clearly states His Godhood.

	We acknowledge God’s forgiveness of sin in the destruction of sin and the spiritual understanding that casts out evil as unreal. But the belief in sin is punished so long as the belief lasts.
	Romans 3:23 states that all have sinned.  Romans 6 speaks of sin in a literal and exacting way.

	We acknowledge Jesus’ atonement as the evidence of divine, efficacious Love, unfolding man’s unity with God through Christ Jesus the Way-shower; and we acknowledge that man is saved through Christ, through Truth, Life, and Love as demonstrated by the Galilean Prophet in healing the sick and overcoming sin and death.
	Man is saved through believing in Christ (I Cor. 15:3-4), not by following in the footsteps of Christ’s actions.  We are identified with Christ’s crucifixion, death, burial, resurrect, ascension and seating (Rom. 6, Col 3:3, Eph. 2:6), but we are not tied to his worldly actions of healing the sick and overcoming sin & death.

	We acknowledge that the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection served to uplift faith to understand eternal Life, even the allness of Soul, Spirit, and the nothingness of matter.
	The Crucifixion of Christ paid for the consequence of sins and those who believe have been justified, glorified and sanctified as well as the aforementioned identification & positional truths.

	And we solemnly promise to watch, and pray for that Mind to be in us which was also in Christ Jesus; to do unto others as we would have them do unto us; and to be merciful, just, and pure.
	The mind of Christ is within us (Rom 15:5, I Cor. 2:16).  We are made justified in Christ (Romans 8:29).


Other Christian Science Doctrines

The Scriptures

The Christian Scientist doesn’t understand the scriptures as literally valuable, but instead finds deeper meaning in allegory (surprise!).  C.W. Hale wrote:

It is becoming more and more apparent to thinking people that a material viewpoint of the Bible brings to the reader uncertainty, confusion, and, frequently, contradictory statements. Spiritually interpreted, the Bible proves to be wholly consistent, and enables the student to apply its teachings and prove the law of God given therein in the way Christ Jesus did and commanded his followers to do.



By spiritually interpreting the Bible the literal sense is brought into question and it is harder to combat the opinions of those in leadership.  Mary Baker-Eddy wrote:

Science and Health, p. 320:4-8
Metaphors abound in the Bible, and names are often expressive of spiritual ideas. The most distinguished theologians in Europe and America agree that the Scriptures have both a spiritual and literal meaning.

To write such a general statement brings the whole of scripture into question since the literal meaning of so many passages is clear and simple.

Satan (The Devil)

The devil doesn’t exist in reality, he is a belief in sin or lies.

Science and Health, p. 584:17
DEVIL. Evil; a lie; error; neither corporeality nor mind; the opposite of Truth; a belief in sin, sickness, and death; animal magnetism or hypnotism; the lust of the flesh, which saith: "I am life and intelligence in matter. There is more than one mind, for I am mind, — a wicked mind, self-made or created by a tribal god and put into the opposite of mind, termed matter, thence to reproduce a mortal universe, including man, not after the image and likeness of Spirit, but after its own image."  

Science and Health, p. 469:13-17 Mind
Mind is God. The exterminator of error is the great truth that God, good, is the only Mind, and that the supposititious opposite of infinite Mind — called devil or evil — is not Mind, is not Truth, but error, without intelligence or reality.

Hell

Hell exists for those who are immoral and disobey the Law (which believers are still under).

Science and Health, p. 588:1
HELL. Mortal belief; error; lust; remorse; hatred; revenge; sin; sickness; death; suffering and self-destruction; self-imposed agony; effects of sin; that which "worketh abomination or maketh a lie." 

The First Church of Christ, Scientist, and Miscellany
p. 160:19-21
I am asked, "Is there a hell?" Yes, there is a hell for all who persist in breaking the Golden Rule or in disobeying the commandments of God.

Christ & Salvation

Jesus didn’t suffer for your sins specifically.  You get to do that yourself!

Science and Health, p. 23:5
That God's wrath should be vented upon His beloved Son, is divinely unnatural. Such a theory is man-made. The atonement is a hard problem in theology, but its scientific explanation is, that suffering is an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys, and that eventually both sin and suffering will fall at the feet of everlasting Love. 

Science and Health, p. 11:12-18

Mere legal pardon (and there is no other, for divine Principle never pardons our sins or mistakes till they are corrected) leaves the offender free to repeat the offence, if indeed, he has not already suffered sufficiently from vice to make him turn from it with loathing. Truth bestows no pardon upon error, but wipes it out in the most effectual manner. Jesus suffered for our sins, not to annul the divine sentence for an individual's sin, but because sin brings inevitable suffering.

Miscellaneous Writings, p. 123:20
The at-one-ment with Christ has appeared—not through vicarious suffering, whereby the just obtain a pardon for the unjust,—but through the eternal law of justice; wherein sinners suffer for their own sins, repent, forsake sin, love God, and keep His commandments, thence to receive the reward of righteousness: salvation from sin, not through the death of a man, but through a divine Life, which is our Redeemer.

The Holy Spirit

The Holy Ghost is not part of the Trinity.  Instead we see that ‘it’ [since Christian Science doesn’t believe that the Holy Spirit is a gendered being] is a reference to… pure Christian Science doctrine.

Science and Health, p. 55:27
In the words of St. John: "He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever." This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science.

Science and Health, p. 588:7
HOLY GHOST. Divine Science; the development of eternal Life, Truth, and Love. 

� From "Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures,"�by Mary Baker Eddy, p. 497:3-27


� CS Sentinel, Oct. 11, 1919: http://www.endtime.org/intro/bible.html
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