Miscellaneous Cults

A real (or perhaps unreal) possibility

There are a great number of other cults around the world that we have not addressed to date.  Many of these are pretty small by comparison with the Mormon, Seventh Day Adventist, and other groups we’ve addressed, but there are enough of these smaller groups that it is quite likely that you will at least hear of, if not encounter one or more of them.  Another possibility is that some of these smaller cults have teachings and practices that are psychologically harmful, intensely controlling and possibly even physically dangerous in varying degrees.  Cults of this last character are those that gain the attention of law enforcement, cult investigative organizations, cult deprogrammers, and the news media.  Some of the more radical elements or offshoots of the “major cults” can also be of this same dangerous character.  A few of the cult groups are of such a physically or psychologically dangerous character that their own activities and/or interactions with law enforcement finally terminate or substantially diminish the membership and/or leadership of the organization.  Our purpose here, however, is to address the element of spiritual danger in these various groups so that you are equipped both to discern for yourself and to help those who are or might become entrapped by these groups. One should also keep in mind that there are cult groups that are religious in nature, but not within anything considered or self-claimed to be “Christian” or within the circle of “Christendom”.

One can vary the proportions, but its always just a bad recipe

While it would be quite an undertaking to understand all the features of every one of the cult groups, many of the characteristics of these groups, as we have seen, are just variations of proportion within the same range of errors.  In the section on Jehovah’s Witnesses, we presented these four general characteristics, which are varied in proportion, and then by design within each of these characteristics, in order to formulate any specific cult:

1) Salvation gained and sustained by keeping the laws adopted by the organization

2) Loss of salvation has the eternal consequence of annihilation or diminished standing

3) Interpretation of elements of prophecy is by the allegory adopted by the organization

4) The organization has some exclusive role of interpreting Scripture, supplementing Scripture and/or dispensing rituals, that keeps the organization in some degree of control of its adherents

Unity School of Christianity

The Unity School of Christianity was founded in 1889 by Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, who between them had a background in spiritism, Methodism and Christian Science.  Headquartered in Unity Village, Missouri, one might characterize this group as some sort of a cross between Christian Science and Eastern religion.  Both deny the existence of the Trinity, sin, Satan, and Christ’s death for the sins of others.  Whereas Christian Science holds to one life here on earth, the Unity School of Christianity teaches reincarnation, Charles Fillmore having been the reincarnation of the apostle Paul.  There are several groups that fall within the same general approach of the Unity School of Christianity, including Science of Mind, Religious Science, and the like.   

Two by Twos

This group goes by a great number of names, and often have a greater presence than is widely known because they have no identifiable buildings, or the accompanying signs, nor do they widely distribute literature.  Alternate names are: Bunheads, Coonyites, and many, many other names
, some of which are easily confused with the names of other religious groups.  They practice social isolation, clergy that travel in pairs, and restriction from various electronic media, to name a few.  Salvation is by works, can be lost by failing to abide by the list of works defined by the group, and is always held in question before the adherents of this group.  Leaving the group is presented as a move to be feared.  They are reported to have a relatively substantial presence in the Denver area.  

Hutterites

From the original Anabaptist group founded by Jacob Hutter, the Hutterites have established themselves in isolated colonies of about 60 to 150 people.  There are generally about a dozen last names among most of the colonies in the US and Canada.  There is a Hutterite colony in Japan and in Nigeria, but these do not hold consistently to the practices of the rest of the Hutterites.  Some of the other characteristics of the Hutterites can be summarized as:

· A specific dialect of 15th century German spoken within the group, with a general reluctance to trust those who do not speak the dialect

· Generally against the implementation of technology, except in the production of food for consumption and for sale.  Much of the language and elements of Hutterite culture are founded in communal living (based on Acts 2:42), with an orientation toward retaining much of the culture common to the rural 16th century European alps

· Salvation by works would generally be denied, but if a member conforms to the works as given through the Hutterites, then salvation is not in question, so continued obedience to the group’s lifestyle standards supposedly assures that one is saved

· Similar groups of Anabaptist history and background would be the Amish and some Mennonites – these having a tendency to retain some cultural aspects of rural 16th century Europe (the Mennonites would tend to be much more varied in this regard)

Aryan Nations

This group has formed in recent decades (some pinpoint 1974) from the Church of Jesus Christ – Christian, and the efforts of late Pastor Richard G. Butler, though it has roots in much earlier times.  They have sympathies with Nazi political movements and with Muslims who share a hatred for Jews as an ethnic group and the nation of Israel.  Though one will hear of the leaders being called “pastors”, the group being formed locally in churches, and even repeated reference to and quoting of Scripture, the primary focus and outward expression of the group is hatred toward Jews, blacks and selected other non-white ethnic groups.  They have declared violent opposition to those seeking “appeasement” of the hated ethnic groups, including the US government.  Though there is a substantial presence of this group in Northern Idaho (around Sandpoint), there are clusters of this group in other parts of the country as well.  Jews are called “Satan’s kids” and “the Children of Darkness”.  The white people, they would say, are the true Jews by genealogy.  This group uses doctrines with a supposed Scriptural basis in support of their ethnic hatred and opposition to groups or governments that favor the nation of Israel and/or are sympathetic to Jews.  They are only secondarily spiritually focused.  Almost like, but in reverse of some of the more radical Jews in New Testament times
, ethnic patriotism, as expressed in violent anti-Jewish behaviors, is placed as the ultimate spiritual behavior.  In this group, white genealogy is considered the first criteria in salvation, as many of the Jews once considered descent from Abraham (Luke 3:8; John 6:39).  These groups may make an emphatic point of referring to God’s name as Yahweh.

Unification Church

The brainchild of Sun Myung Moon (born Moon Yong-myung in 1920, Korea; died 2012), the Unification Church (officially, The Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity) remains centered upon its now deceased leader.  He claimed to have been commissioned by Jesus Christ to bring unity into the world, noting that Jesus Christ failed in His admirable mission to bring unity to the world.  While the Unification Church speaks of unity as its goal, its prime characteristics have been using the Church as a shield for property acquisition, avoidance of taxes, ownership of several business chains
, as well as national and international political influence.  The church has a history of heavy-handed indoctrination and control of its adherents.  The written authority is Divine Principle (1957), and the Bible itself, taken as a witness to the truth is interpreted allegorically, and in view of Divine Principle.  
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Salvation, according to Moon, is gained only by works, in order to partially pay off the debt of sins, so that God will forgive the balance of sins (“The Law of Indemnity”).  Those properly saved can then hope to bear sinless children, as Moon and his wife, the  True Parents, bore twelve sinless children.  They teach that God does not know the future, but by pursuing Moon’s plan of salvation, we can make God happy.  Jesus was viewed as a perfect man, but not God, and the Holy Spirit is the feminine expression of God.  In the end, however, they say that all spiritual beings will be saved, including Satan himself.  Moon was seen as the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, and the Lamb of God, and the one to whom Jesus will one day bow down.  
Michael Balcomb (see photo inset) has been the president of the Unification Church since 2013, following brief appointments of a couple of Moon’s children.
Christadelphians

Christadelphian teaching derives from the British-born man (b. 1805), John Thomas (see photo inset below) initially involved with the Church of Christ in the US, having crossed paths with Alexander Campbell of the Church of Christ / Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as well as Baptist William Miller, of the Great Disappointment (1844), so had some common roots with these groups and the Seventh Day Adventists, Seventh-Day Baptists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.  Upon leaving the Church of Christ, Thomas returned to Britain to found Christadelphianism there.  He ultimately made a few trips back and forth between the US and Britain, finally dying in New York (d. 1871). 
Christadelphians teach that Jesus, who was not deity, had a sin nature, so needed to save Himself before He could save us.  Some of the other deviant beliefs of Christadelphians include:

· Baptism is necessary for salvation

· Jesus did not exist prior to His incarnation

· The Holy Spirit is neither personal nor deity

· Christ did not die in our place for our sins, nor can one be saved by grace through faith alone; subsequent works are required as evidence of the validity of that saving faith, therefore it is possible to lose one’s salvation

· Souls exist here on earth only, and only those shown to be saved while on earth the first time are recreated at Christ’s second coming 
· Unsaved souls are simply not recreated

· Satan is not real
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Subsequent offshoots of the Christadelphians have changed names and joined and redivided and rejoined numerous time again since about 1874, so that the various present-day Christadelphian subgroups call themselves “the old Paths fellowship’, “the Berean fellowship”, the “Dawn fellowship”, and “the Nazarene fellowship” (not to be confused with the Church of the Nazarene, a Methodist via “Holiness Churches” offshoot, founded about 1908).  
But what about all the others?

In truth we could continue on with these groups and their subgroups for many weeks.  Their numbers continue to shift, vary and multiply by the day.   But their characteristics continue to fit within the points on the first page of this document, and can be illustrated by the diagram that we started with back on our fourth meeting when we addressed the subject of Discernment (aka, Polemics) as reproduced on the next page.  These all fall within the outer ring of Christendom’s Three Circles, with some even “stepping on or straddling the outer line”.  That is, they add entirely non-Christian ideas to Christianity or openly deny teachings that are basic to biblical salvation.  
[image: image3.png]L




Christendom, as in what appears or claims to be “Christian” from those on the outside of biblical faith.  This includes both saving & non-saving gospels, as well as teachings of every sort

Christian as to holding to a biblical & therefore saving gospel message, but differing from biblical faith in other matters, & in varying degrees

Biblical Christian faith as defined by the 66 books of the Old & New Testament, in teaching & practice, both as to salvation & as to all other matters

Christendom’s “Three Circles”
From here forward we will turn a corner towards groups that generally or at least sometimes present a saving gospel, but teach things that are unbiblical regarding other matters.  Referring to the diagram, these fall within the second line in the diagram, but outside of the inner circle.






� True Wayers, Bunheads, Friendlies, Reidites, People of God, The Lord's people, Sheep, Little Lights, Jesus Wayers, Undenominational Christians, Way, The Elect, The Truth, The Testimony, The Jesus Way, The Friends, Meetings, Black Stocking Sect, Black Stockings, 2X2s, Two by Twos, Carrollites, Christian Church of America, Christian Church of Australia, Damnation Army, Faith Missioners, Go-Preachers, Irvinites, Les Anonymes, Die Namenlosen, New Testament Church, No-Secters, Non-Denominational Church of America, Pilgrims, Tramps


� Zealots (Acts 1:13) & the even more violent Sikarii (Jewish terrorists - Acts 21:38


)


� Christian Bernard Jewelry, Happy Toys, Paragon House Publishers, et al
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