Christianity and Politics

What is Politics?

Politics is generally defined as the governance over a group of people.  Mixing politics with Christianity has been an American pastime and one that has brought about a black eye for Christianity at times; we need to seek the biblical truth about what our involvement with politics should generally look like to combat the malaise or fanatacism that we so often find. Seeking the scripture’s guidance will help us do the most effective and essential thing while everyone else tells us what we should be doing in their opinion.

The Old Testament was focused on self-governance until the theocracy of Israel [Judges 17:6; 21:25,], and then moved from the theocracy to the wrestlings of carnal leadership [1 Kings 15:5,11, 2 Kings 16:2], followed by bondage [Jeremiah 24:1] and the split kingdoms of Israel and Judah [2 Chron. 13:15]. When people did what was right in their own eyes, wickedness won, and sin wreaked havoc [Gen. 6:5].

New Testament theology is not generally concerned with secular governance. It rejects human solutions to human problems and leaves God's sovereignty as the key element for justice in the secular realm (Romans 13:1). The New Testament is instead focused on church governance (ecclesiology) because abiding delivery of the gospel is the root cure for the believers' involvement with the world around us and bypasses the carnality that we see today in the discussion of Christianity and politics.

What does a unified, abiding, mature body of believers across a nation mean in a democracy like the United States?
What is the History of Politics in the Bible?

The Fall

From Genesis chapter 3 and onward we see division and a constant striving due to Adam’s disobedience. Man would have to look after himself. Prior to this there was a stewardship of God’s provision and an innocence of knowledge. The fall took man from the garden and into the weeds and within a generation murder and selfishness and a lack of governance kicked in. Man needed salvation through God instantly.

Key reigning principles:

· Mankind was to eat vegetation only
· Believe God for salvation from sin
The Flood

Upon arriving at Genesis 6:5 we find that man does evil continually. Man, having knowledge of good and evil, violates his conscience and violates God’s standard for righteousness so much that God is prepared to destroy all but Noah and his family [v7-8]. Upon disembarking from the ark God establishes a stewardship with Noah and his family in Genesis 9 that sets for some specific new scenarios biologically [animals will be afraid of mankind] because of the wickedness of man, and sets forth some new laws for all of mankind explicitly:

· Cooked animals will be for food
· Capital punishment for animals and mankind
The Nation of Israel and the Law

Upon establishing Abraham and his descendants with God’s provision of the Land, the Seed, and the Blessing, we find the Law is given through Moses to separate the nation as a holy nation unto God. The Law doesn’t save men eternally, it does, however, save them from the punishment of death. The nation is a theocracy, and is unlike any other nation on the planet as God rules His chosen people. The people whine in 1 Samuel 8:5 that they want an earthly king to engage in all of the same things as the other earthly nations. Except what do all of the other nations not have?

· The nation of Israel was to be separated unto God as holy [Sanctified]
· The nation was to invite gentiles in to commune with God through the Law and being grafted in
· God would rule the nation and bless the nation for obedience, or punish them for disobedience
· 613 Laws were given to govern the people through the priesthood
When the kings of Israel come into play they siphon resources out from under the the nation and manage conquests and behave like all of the other kings. While David is declared a man after God’s own heart, his own family is quickly split. His son Solomon used politics and weakened the nation through marriages and alliances with other nations that God had prohibited. The nation of Israel needed salvation.

The Christ

Jesus’ very life was instantly under attack and His parents take him to Egypt for a period of time to receive asylum [Matt. 2:13]. Rome had “unified” the Mediteranian, but the unrest was massive and Israel awaited a messiah that would come in with power and free them from Rome [Daniel 9:25]. However, the salvation Christ brought was for their souls and upon Israel’s rejection of Christ as their messiah, the ministry of Christ was focused on the work of the cross. Salvation came through faith, and the work of the Spirit and God’s plan. Christ was generally apolitical because his focus was eternal.

The Church

When we arrive at the church they are still politically oppressed and almost all of the writings establish a church eldership and deaconship, but no political behavior is expected within the church [1 Cor. 1:10] and very little beyond obedience [Titus 3:1] and prayer [1 Timothy 2:1-2] is expected outside of the church in the Roman empire. However, that prayer is linked very specifically to a political outcome: Timothy 2:1-6 paints a very specific picture of Christ’s being the redeemer of mankind from self-rule and kingships under the eternal Godhead. The gospel is our weapon against politics inside of and outside of the church.

· All who believe are to abide
· All who believe are to grow in Christ and the knowledge of grace
· All who believe are to look after one another
· All are to be prepared to preach the gospel
· and many more things
Modern Politics

The Naivety of Neutrality

A common presentation of humanity is that we can behave as purely neutral entities. If our spiritual foundings and worldview are evaluated we find that we come up short of neutral. We’re not neutral because we know right and wrong. We have, “a sense of aught,” that nags us because we’re made in God’s image. We want righteousness in others’ actions, but expect our own intentions to justify us when we fall short in our own actions.

The Rise of Humanism

As US citizens have walked away from biblical truth (or rejected it from the outset) humanism has grown in influence. Outcomes of political works are seen as critical along with victory for various manmade approaches to problem solving. Not only is man doing what is good in his own eyes, but man is seen as predominantly righteous and without need of a savior. We will evolve into a utopian nation-state. Humanism believes that human beings are entirely capable defining ethics and morals without religion or a deity of any sort.

The Separation of Church and State

In more recent years humanism and strong anti-religious sentiments in this country have driven a wedge between the original intent of the founding fathers of the United States in the first amendment which states that:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
We find that the government may not establish a national religion, and it may not prevent citizens from practicing their religion - as well as other right of speech, press, and being able to come to the government for justice. The more modern interpretation embraces the idea of neutrality and humanism and re-interprets freedom of religion to be freedom from religion. This denies the establishment (which the amendment states) and the practice (which the amendment does not state).

The Christian worldview, and arguably all other worldviews, is unable to separate itself from its Spirit-led moorings and is compelled to practice and execute those things foundationally. This actually works in concert with democracy as outlined in the constitution because it says a self-governed people can work to live out their convictions as a whole. The problem lies in the practice of Christianity in a post-Christian culture like we have today. The humanist finds offense where none existed before.

Winning

After major wars the political arena seems to get a lot more focused on the same thing: rebuilding the nation and its economy. The nation after World War II had a political “overlap” between the two major parties that basically created an environment of compromise and working together. Around the mid-1970’s a strong shift took place as the national parties moved towards winning. This meant building up alliances and getting voters behind parties and platforms. This work specifically polarized parties, politicians, voters, and created much of the fodder that is 24 hour “political news” as we know it today. It looks to get Christians as a voter group under a party to win and it ignores what the Christians are to be doing as abiding believers in favor of who the Christians are voting for.

The Abiding, Eternal Perspective

The pattern set forth in the New Testament establishes the Holy Spirit as initiator for motive, the Holy Spirit as empowerer of steps, and the believers as individuals abiding so that the health of the body is so strong that the community outside is impacted [Romans 12:18-21]. The New Testament is strongly in favor of the gospel leading to unity, not politics.

Common misrepresentations of Christianity include the idea of selfless generosity all the time, or Calvinistic “not my problem” misrepresentation of God’s sovereignty. This is often described as the following:

· love the lost through selfless service and material compassion
· maybe present the gospel if we can fit it in somewhere 
This puts the priority in the wrong order. The material distribution of goods is not the concern of the Church. We are not a welfare organization. In fact the New Testament doctrine of generosity is focused on church members who are in need due to inability or looking after one another. The stewardship of the lost's needs is generally secular in the New Testament.

In polar opposition to the generosity approach is the separatist approach. Believers have a stewardship of taking care of their own and outsiders need not be helped. This extreme also seems to miss the opportunity that helping and having established relationships may prove out our sanctification to the lost and may be used by the Holy Spirit to gain audience with them for the sake of the gospel.

Instead the abiding believer is to be waiting on the Lord’s direction for material stewardship, stewardship of time, and whom the Lord brings into our lives for the preaching of the gospel and loving as He directs. Politics, religious persuasion, sexual orientation, and sin-patterns are subjected to the Holy Spirit!

We preach Christ crucified, then we teach, edify, look after, and care for one another so that the gospel may be our focus, not worldly possessions which will be destroyed [but we have a stewardship over]. The church rejects human solutions to human problems brought about by human sin. 

Priorities:

1. Relationship with God
2. Relationships with family and related stewardships like jobs, finances, education, raising children into adulthood
3. Relationship with the body of Christ
4. Relationships with those in the world
The Bible is really, really interested in our eternal relationship with Good and how that impacts or lives and worldview. It is not interested in skipping this primary focus through split priorities, self-improvement, and winning platforms that appeal to the flesh. Politics to the believer should be rooted in eternity. Liberty should lead to permission to share the gospel. Oppression should lead to the sharing of the liberty of the gospel.

There are No Democrats or Republicans or Libertarians in Eternity

Fundamentally the eternal perspective that the believer is to have is one that recognizes God’s plans. He will replace the heavens and this fallen earth with a new heavens and sin-free earth. Being wrapped around the axel of politics and not setting our minds on things above puts us at an extremely vulnerable point: we’re walking in the flesh and thinking about the world, and not putting on the spiritual armor together as a body. We may have left our unit, even, looking for a different human-centered ideal. 

All of this political realm will be done away with. It has some earthly impact, but it has no eternal value.

� The focus of this section will be predominantly on United States politics because world politics throughout all of history is beyond the time limits of this class.
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