Introduction II: How Are We Doing This?
First, look at the overview sheets on the next two pages, then at the text that follows.
Where do we start?

In order to arrive at the meaning of the Bible that God intended, we need to start with the same set of consistent, biblically based approaches to the Bible:

· We are going to aim towards saying the same thing, which is the unity of the faith and the knowledge of Jesus Christ, the Son of God (1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:13)

· We are going to take the view that God, through the Holy Spirit, is the author of the whole Bible (2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:20-21), so that the Bible has a message consistent with God’s revealed, eternal and infinite character (John 17:17).

· We are going to approach the Bible by interpreting it literally, according to the aspects of language, history and culture fitting to the authors and intended readers. 

What’s the process?

Our understanding, application and appropriating of the truths of the Bible follows this sequence:

Observation  >  Interpretation  >  Application  >  Appropriation

Observation

As we observe what is in the Bible and the background of its authors and readers, we should look at the aspects of language, history and culture.  Observing these three aspects is directed towards understanding the passage in the way that the authors intended and the readers understood the message. All three aspects of any specific passage need to be observed and understood before attempting an interpretation.    

Observing elements of language will involve understanding the word and phrase meanings in context, as well as the grammar, literary type, and figures of speech.  In doing so, a priority should be given first to patterns within a book, then by the same author, and then by authors related by time and similarity of culture and influence.  

History is important for several reasons.  Revelation of God’s truth in the Bible is progressive, being given over centuries of time.  In the biblical view, time is linear, involving process, decline, progress, pivotal events, cause and effect, and God’s sovereignty over His creation during a span of time.  The message of the Bible is rooted in history, even to the point that the eternal future of believers turns on events that took place in history (e.g., the identification truths).
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: ‘The Holy Spirit is involved in every part of the right understanding of Scripture and our beholding the Lord Jesus
Christ through His word and thereby being changed from glory to glory.
- 2 Corinthians 3:18
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
B glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit
God’s word is for individual growth
- 1Peter 22
.like newbom babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation...
: God’s word feeds the growth of the church body as a whole:
Ephesians 4:11-13
N And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping
of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
R Inowledge of the Son of Ged, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ
Understanding, applying and appropriating Gods word in keeping with God’s intent for Scripture:
Observation » Interpretation » Application » Appropriation
‘This part of the sequence is objective: ‘This part of the sequence moves from objective to personal
B 2 Peter 12021 2 Timothy 3:16-17
But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is All Seriprure is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
R 2 matter of one's own (KIV: private) interpretation, 21 for Teproof, for comrection, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the
o prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
‘men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God
1 Corinthians 4:1 (see also 1 Corinthians 14:37)
- Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God
2 Timothy 2:15
- Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the sword of truth
°
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From God’s deliberate revelation
to objective observation, logical interpretation & biblically profitable application

“Therefore,
Paul was
saying that
salvation is
entirely by
faith, and is
not of human
works at all.
Salvation is
a completed
past action
with results
on into the
future...”

God’s message So we have Scripture Objective Logical singular Based on the
through Scripture: in Hebrew (The Old observations interpretation one correct
The Holy Spirit Testament) & Greek regarding the of the text based interpretation,
o Inspired it (The New Testament) written text, ona complete & there are many
« Preserved it that conveys God’s including objective set of applications to
+ Guided inthe ‘message precisely language, observations our hearts, lives,
recognition of as He intended for history & regarding the worldviews,
it as Scripture us to receive it culture written text churches, etc.
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A knowledge of the cultural background of any particular passage is essential for understanding any Bible passage, though it is a larger factor in the correct understanding of some passages than in others.  Those aspects of culture that stand behind a particular Bible passage might include substantial cultural significance of words and phrases, the use of culturally specific poetry patterns, culturally framed symbols, and the like.  In observing elements of culture, it is necessary to match the right cultural background to the passage.

As we look at these three aspects (language, history and culture) regarding any passage, we should be observing the content, context and correlations of words, phrases and topics with other passages of the Bible.  The content is what the passage says, the context is what is said around the passage, both nearby and in a larger view, and the correlations have to do with related passages in other parts of the Bible.    

Interpretation

Interpretation is done from a thorough and full set of observations about the passage, and follows logically from those observations.  The one correct interpretation, the intended meaning of the author, will be consistent with the guidance given in the “Where do we start?” section above.   

Application

While there is to be but one correct interpretation of any passage, there will be many correct applications, which will vary by culture, church, person and time.  This is the point at which the objective observations and interpretations become subjective.  The ultimate point of application of Bible study should be viewed from the perspective of 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NASU):

But we all, with unveiled face [unhampered by a legal perspective], beholding as in a mirror [God’s written word] the glory of the Lord [God’s Living Word], are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.        

Appropriation

While application is a mental process guided by the Holy Spirit, the appropriation of the truth into our lives will be something that involves both the Holy Spirit’s work in our hearts (John 17:17), and the sovereignty of God in circumstances (Romans 8:28, 29).   But appropriation of the truths of Scripture requires that we have received the true meaning intended by the original author of Scripture, who is the Holy Spirit.  

Bible translations & paraphrases

English Bible translations cover a spectrum of approaches to translation and paraphrase:
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Interlinear
Interlinear Greek & English, typically by Howard Marshall

NASU

1995 update to the New American Standard Bible (Lockman Foundation)

AMP

Amplified Bible (Lockman Foundation)

ESV

English Standard Version (The Standard Bible Society)

KJV

King James Version, 4th revision (King James of Britain)

NKJV

New King James Version (Thomas Nelson)

NRSV

New Revised Standard Version (World Council of Churches)

NAB

New American Bible (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)

NIV

New International Version (Zondervan, also produces TNIV & NIrV)

NCV

New Century Version (Word)

NLT

New Living Translation (Tyndale)

GNT

Good News Translation (American Bible Society), formerly TEV

CEV

Contemporary English Version (American Bible Society)

Living

Living Bible (Tyndale)

Message
The Message (Navigators)

For studying specific passages in greater detail, a word for word (i.e., formal equivalent) translation is best.  For reading through larger portions of the Bible at a more rapid pace, many will find thought for thought and paraphrase versions easier to absorb.  Thought for thought and paraphrase versions tend to rely increasingly upon the observations and interpretations of the author, and will likely make careful study of a passage more difficult.  Consideration should also be given to whether the translation might have a bias contrary to the guidance given on the prior pages (RSV, NRSV) or older vocabulary that might make it harder for readers unaccustomed to it, and may need to be explained (KJV, ASV).  Generally speaking, unless a person is already familiar and comfortable with the KJV, the NASU, NKJV or ESV will be the best choices for most for in-depth Bible study.
WORD-FOR-WORD   THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT   PARAPHRASE


     FORMAL EQUIVALENT                      FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENT





Interlinear AMP RSV NKJV    NAB                     NCV            GNT     Living  





            NASU ESV KJV     NRSV        NIV                  NLT           CEV  Message
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