Figures of Speech II 

More examples of figures of speech

Emphasis by repetition

Personal and place names as well as titles, and also actions, conditions and adverbs are emphasized in the Hebrew culture by expressing them twice in a row.  See examples or each below.

A name or title:
Old & New Testament

· Eloi, Eloi (Psalm 22:1; Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34)

Old Testament

· Abraham, Abraham (Genesis 22:11)

· Jacob, Jacob (Genesis 46:2)

· Moses, Moses (Exodus 3:4)

· Samuel, Samuel (1 Samuel 3:10)

And when David received the news that his son Absalom had been killed, he expressed his intense grief with a similar but more complex doubling pattern:

2 Samuel 18:33

The king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept.  And thus he said as he walked, "My son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, Absalom, my son, my son!"

New Testament

· Lord, Lord (Matthew 7:21–22; Luke 6:46; 12:25)

· Martha, Martha (Luke 10:41)

· Simon, Simon (Luke 22:31)

· Saul, Saul (Acts 9:4)

· Jerusalem, Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34)
An action, condition or adverb
· "Comfort, comfort My people," says your God. (Isaiah 40:1)

· peace, peace (translated ‘perfect peace’; Isaiah 26:3)
· Truly, truly (John 1:51; 3:3, 5, 11; 5:19, 24, 25; 6:26, 32, 47, 53; 8:34, 51, 58; 10:1, 7; 12:24; 13:16, 20, 21, 38; 14:12; 16:20, 23; 21:18
In a few places the emphasis will be made even greater by tripling a word, such as:
· Holy, holy, holy (Isaiah 6:3: Revelation 4:8)
Sarcasm

Sarcasm is used in the Old Testament to taunt the Israelites about reliance on pagan gods.

Judges 10:10-14

Then the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, "We have sinned against You, for indeed, we have forsaken our God and served the Baals." 11 The LORD said to the sons of Israel, "Did I not deliver you  from the Egyptians, the Amorites, the sons of Ammon, and the Philistines? 12 "Also when the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you, you cried out to Me, and I delivered you from their hands. 13 "Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods; therefore I will no longer deliver you. 14 "Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your distress."
1 Kings 18:25-29

So Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one ox for yourselves and prepare it first for you are many, and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it." 26 Then they took the ox which was given them and they prepared it and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon saying, "O Baal, answer us." But there was no voice and no one answered. And they leaped about the altar which they made. 27 It came about at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Call out with a loud voice, for he is a god; either he is occupied or gone aside, or is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be awakened." 28 So they cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with swords and lances until the blood gushed out on them. 29 When midday was past, they raved until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice; but there was no voice, no one answered, and no one paid attention.
And when the soldiers were about to crucify Jesus, they used sarcasm to mock Jesus:

Matthew 27:27-31

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman  cohort around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.

And the apostle Paul used sarcasm with the believers at Corinth:

1 Corinthians 4:8

You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings without us; and indeed, I wish that you had become kings so that we also might reign with you.
Euphemism
Euphemism accepts one expression which is understood to mean another.  In English, for example, we have a number of euphemisms for money and death.  Sometimes the euphemisms are to avoid talking about something more serious or personal.  The Bible has euphemisms from the early chapters of Genesis on into Revelation.  Here are some examples:

Genesis 4:1

Now the man [Adam] had relations with [literally, ‘knew’] his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild with the help of the LORD." 

Genesis 4:25

Adam had relations with [literally, ‘knew’] his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named him Seth, for, she said, "God has appointed me another offspring in place of Abel, for Cain killed him."

Genesis 31:33-35

So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into Leah's tent and into the tent of the two maids, but he did not find them. Then he went out of Leah's tent and entered Rachel's tent. 34 Now Rachel had taken the household idols and put them in the camel's saddle, and she sat on them. And Laban felt through all the tent but did not find them.  35 She said to her father, "Let not my lord be angry that I cannot rise before you, for the manner of women is upon me." So he searched but did not find the household idols.

In the gospel of Matthew, ‘the kingdom of God’ is typically expressed in the euphemism ‘the kingdom of heaven’.  The reason for substituting ‘heaven’ for ‘God’ was that the Jews were reluctant to say ‘God’ because one might accidentally use God’s name in vain.  We essentially have a very similar euphemism in the English language:

‘Oh, my God!’ > ‘Oh, my heavens!’

‘For God’s sake’ > ‘For heaven’s sake’

’God forbid’ > ’Heaven forbid’

‘God knows’ > ‘Heaven knows’

Several quotations will show that ‘the kingdom of heaven’ is a euphemism for ‘the kingdom of God’, but that they were understood as the same.

Matthew 5:3 (NASU)

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Luke 6:20 (NASU)

Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

Matthew 10:5-7 (NASU)

These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them:… 7 "And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'

Luke 9:1-2 (NASU)

And He called the twelve together,… 2 And He sent them out to proclaim                             the kingdom of God… 

Matthew 19:14

But Jesus said, "Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."

Mark 10:14

But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, "Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these." 

A believer who has physically died is said to be ‘asleep in Christ’, or similar terms.  

1 Corinthians 15:6, 20, 50-52

After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;…20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep…Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11

For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep,  we will live together with Him.

	Antithesis: Comparison & Contrast in Romans 5:12-21

	Two Men
	Adam 

(v. 14)
	Christ 

(v. 14)

	Two Acts
	One trespass in the garden 

(vs. 12, 15, 17, 18, 19)
	One righteous act on the cross 

(v. 18)

	Two Outcomes
	Condemnation, guilt, & death 

(vs. 15, 16, 18, 19)
	Justification, life, & reigning

(vs. 17, 18, 19)

	Two Contrasting States
	Condemned people                                slaves of the sin nature by Adam
	Justified people                                        reigning in life by Christ

	Two Differences
	
	

	in degree 

(v. 15)
	Sin abounds 
	Grace super-abounds

	in operation

 (v. 16)
	One sin by Adam resulting in condemnation & the reign of                           death for everyone
	Many sins on Christ resulting                               in justification & reigning in                                life for all who will believe

	Two Effects of Law
	
	

	
	Sin imputed (charged to account)

(v. 13)
	

	
	Sin increased 

(v. 20)
	

	Two Abundances
	
	

	
	
	Of grace 

(v. 17)

	
	
	Of the gift of righteousness

(v. 17)

	Two Reigning Principles
	Sin, imputed & increased by                  the Law, reigning through death

(v. 13, 17, 20)
	Grace reigning through righteousness to eternal life                

(v. 21)


Adapted from Romans, Wm Newell, pg 176
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