Rhetorical Writing
Rhetoric is the art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing.  While we have spent the last two elective sessions on what we call ‘figures of speech’, rhetorical writing often uses figures of speech.  And like figures of speech, rhetorical writing may have a different meaning or purpose than what is superficially apparent or implied.  In fact, rhetorical writing itself may be a figure of speech.  Let’s start with a form of rhetorical writing that is a figure of speech.

The rhetorical question
Various authors and speakers in Scripture from a variety of cultural backgrounds employed rhetorical questions that had an implied ‘no’ answer, and in other cases had an implied ‘yes’ answer, and in other cases an answer is not expected, even though a question has been asked.  Let’s look at some examples:
Isaiah 40:27-31

Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, 

"My way is hidden from the Lord, 

And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God"? 

28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? 

The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth 

Does not become weary or tired. 

His understanding is inscrutable. 

29 He gives strength to the weary, 

And to him who lacks might He increases power. 

30 Though youths grow weary and tired, 

And vigorous young men stumble badly, 

31 Yet those who wait for the Lord 

Will gain new strength; 

They will mount up with wings like eagles, 

They will run and not get tired, 

They will walk and not become weary.
Romans 6:1-3, 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?
Romans 7:1

Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?  For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. 3 So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man.
Genesis 44:14-19

When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house, he was still there, and they fell to the ground before him. 15 Joseph said to them, "What is this deed that you have done? Do you not know that such a man as I can indeed practice divination?" 16 So Judah said, "What can we say to my lord? What can we speak? And how can we justify ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; behold, we are my lord's slaves, both we and the one in whose possession the cup has been found." 17 But he said, "Far be it from me to do this. The man in whose possession the cup has been found, he shall be my slave; but as for you, go up in peace to your father." 

18 Then Judah approached him, and said, "Oh my lord, may your servant please speak a word in my lord's ears, and do not be angry with your servant; for you are equal to Pharaoh. 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, 'Have you a father or a brother?' 20 We said to my lord, 'We have an old father and a little child of his old age. Now his brother is dead, so he alone is left of his mother, and his father loves him.' 21 Then you said to your servants, 'Bring him down to me that I may set my eyes on him.'
Luke 13:18-21

So He was saying, "What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?  19 "It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches."  

20 And again He said, "To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?  21 "It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened."
Paul’s use of “I”, ‘me’ or ‘my’
Another form of rhetorical speech and writing is the use of ‘I’ for a truth that is more widely true than for just that person, or an experience that is in reality much more common than just that individual.  The apostle Paul used that form of rhetorical writing for three primary reasons:
1) For emphasis 

2) For variation in perspective

3) For the readers to personalize a truth for themselves or to be able to empathize with Paul, as Paul describes and explains a common experience:
Galatians 2:19-20
"For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
Romans 7:7-25 (slightly expanded and explained)

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know the sin nature except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "You shall not covet." 8 But the sin nature, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, the sin nature became alive and I died; 10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; 11 for the sin nature, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was the sin nature, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment the sin nature would become utterly sinful. 

14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to the sin nature. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but the sin nature which dwells in me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but the sin nature which dwells in me. 

21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a different principle in the members of my body, waging war against the principle of my mind and making me a prisoner of the principle of the sin nature which is in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh a principle of sin.
‘If’ to invite thinking alongside the speaker or author
The Greek text of the New Testament uses specific forms of ‘if’ to invite the reader or listener to think alongside the speaker or author.  Some have been inclined to simply replace the New Testament’s ‘ifs’ with since, but that approach sets aside the rhetorical intent of the author or speaker.  
4 class conditions of ‘if’
 

1.      1st class…“If and it’s assumed to be true” …assumed reality.

(ei with indicative in protasis; any mood or tense in the apodosis).

 

Colossians 3:1, “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”

Mark 4:23, “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”

2.      2nd class…“If and it’s assumed not to be true” …assumed unreality.

(ei with indicative in protasis; an with indicative in apodosis).

John 4:10, “Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."

Galatians 1:10, “For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.”

 

3.      3rd Class…“If and it might or might not be true” …condition of uncertainty and possibility.

(ean with subjunctive in the protasis; any mood or tense in the apodosis).

1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Hebrews 10:38, “But my righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”

 

4.  
4th Class…“If and I wish it were true” …condition of wishful desirability.

(ei with optative).

 

Acts 17:27, “…that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us…”

1 Peter 3:14, “But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed.”

Examples from John chapter 15:

John 15:14

"You are My friends if [3rd class] you do what I command you." 

John 15:18, 19, 20

"If [1st class] the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19 If [2nd  class] you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, ' A slave is not greater than his master.' If [1st class] they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if [1st class] they kept My word, they will keep yours also." 

John 15:22

"If [1st class negated] I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin." 

John 15:24

"If [1st class negated] I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well."
� All quotes in this document are from the New American Standard Updated, except this one, changed to indicate ‘the sin nature’ and ‘principle’, where supported by the text and the context.  
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