Poetic Forms

Last time we took a look at Hebrew Poetry Patterns, and we noticed that even the apostle Paul used Hebrew Poetry Patterns in places.  This time we’re going to look at a number of places where the apostle Paul used poetic forms, that were not quite like most of our poetry (rhyming sounds), but not quite like a Hebrew Poetry Pattern, either – at least not entirely.  These poetic forms will include:

1) A starting word or words that are identical or at least similar for a sentence or phrase

2) A comparison and/or contrast from one line to the next

3) A sequential listing, or progressive elaboration

4) A similar structure transitioning from generating the action to receiving the action, or vice versa 

Putting these passages in visibly evident poetic form allows us to more easily see these patterns.  We’ll do that for 1 Corinthians 15 and 2 Corinthians 5 and 6.  We’ll find that in some places Paul uses ellipsis, dropping out a word or set of words that are typically implied, but may be for emphasis or dramatic effect.  We may also say of these poetic forms that they are a kind of rhetorical writing, in that they are to make the writing more effective in communication, and that they may include rhetorical questions, as well.
1 Corinthians 15
1 Corinthians 15:1-4
[image: image1.png]The poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:1-3a

Now
| make known to you, brethren, the gospel
which | preached to you,
which also you received, in
which also you stand, 2 by
which also you are saved,
if you hold fast the word
which | preached to you,
unless you believed in vain.
For
| delivered to you
as of first importance what [the gospel]
| also received



[image: image2.png]The progressive poetic pattern
in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

For

| delivered to you
as of first importance what
| also received, that
Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 and that
He was buried, and that
He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures



[image: image3.png]If, then in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19

Now
if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead,
[then] how do some among you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? 13

But

if there is no resurrection of the dead, [then] not even Christ
has been raised; 14 and

if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your
faith also is vain. 15 Moreover we are even found to be false
withesses of God, because we testified against God that He
raised Christ, whom He did not raise,

if in fact the dead are not raised. 16

For
if the dead are not raised, [then] not even Christ has been
raised; 17 and
if Christ has not been raised, [then] your faith is worthless;
you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ have perished. 19
If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, [then] we are of all
men most to be pitied.



[image: image4.png]The first fruits & the main harvest
in poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23

20 But now
Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of
those who are asleep.

23 But each in his own order:
Christ

the first fruits, after that
those who are Christ's
at His coming...



[image: image5.png]The poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

But now V¥ In the perfect tense

Christ has been raised from dead ones,
the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21

For since

by a man: death,
by aman alSo: - ;
resurrection of dead ones. 22 i

For as

in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive. e

|A All who are ‘in Christ’ will be made alive. |




[image: image6.png]The poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:42-44
So also is the resurrection of the dead.

It is sown a perishable body,
it is raised an imperishable body; 43
it is sown in dishonor,
it is raised in glory;
it is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power; 44
it is sown a natural body,
it is raised a spiritual body.

If there is a natural body,
there is also a spiritual body.



[image: image7.png]The poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:45-49
So also it is written,

"The first man, Adam, became a living soul.”
The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46

However, the spiritual is not first,

but the natural;
then the spiritual. 47
The first man is from the earth, earthy;
the second man is from heaven. 48
As is the earthy, so also
are those who are earthy; and
as is the heavenly, so also
are those who are heavenly. 49
Just as we have borne the image of the earthy,
we will also bear the image of the heavenly.



[image: image8.png]The poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:50-54ab

Now | say this, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51

Behold, | tell you a mystery;

we will not all sleep, but
we will all be changed, 52

in a moment [Gk: afomos],
in a twinkling of an eye,
at thelast trumpet;
for [the last] trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised imperishable, and

we will  [all] be changed. 53 For
this perishable must put on the imperishable, and
this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when
this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and
this mortal will have put on immortality,



[image: image9.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 5:1-5

For we know that if the earthly tent
which is our house is torn down,
we have a building from God,
a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2
For indeed in this house we groan,
longing to be clothed
with our dwelling from heaven, 3
inasmuch as we, having put it on,
will not be found naked. 4
For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan,
being burdened, because we do not want to be
unclothed but to be clothed,
so that what is mortal
will be swallowed up by life. 5
Now He who prepared us
for this very purpose
is God, who gave to us
the Spirit as a pledge.



[image: image10.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 5:6-8

Therefore, being always
of good courage,
and knowing that while
we are at home in the body
we are absent from the Lord-- 7 for
we are walking by faith, not by sight-- 8
we are
of good courage, | say,
and prefer rather to be
absent from the body
and to be
at home with the Lord.



[image: image11.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 5:11

Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord,
we persuade men, but
we are made manifest to God;
and | hope that
we are made manifest also in your consciences.



[image: image12.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 5:13

For
if we are beside ourselves,
it is for God;
if we are of sound mind,
it is for you.



[image: image13.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

For the love of Christ controls us,
having concluded this,
that One died for all,
therefore all  died; 15
and He died for all,
so that they who live
might no longer live
for themselves, but

for Him
who died
and rose again

on their behalf.



[image: image14.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 5:16,17

Therefore from now on
we recognize no one
according to the flesh; even though
we have known Christ
according to the flesh, yet now
we know [Him in this way] no longer. 17
Therefore if
anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creature;
the old things passed away; behold,
new things have come.



[image: image15.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 5:18-21

18 Now all [these] things are from God
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and

[who] gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, [and

[God was] not counting their trespasses against them, and
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

20 Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ,

as though God were making an appeal through us;
we beg you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. 21

He made Him who knew no sin

[to be] a sin offering on our behalf,
so that we might become

the righteousness of God in Him.



[image: image16.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 6:1-2

And working together with Him,
we also urge you not to receive
the grace of God in vain-- 2
for He says,
"At the acceptable time | listened to you, and
on the day of salvation | helped  you."
Behold, now is "the acceptable time,"
behold, now is "the day of salvation"



[image: image17.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 6:3-10

giving no cause for offense in anything,
so that the ministry will not be discredited, 4
but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God,
in much endurance,

in afflictions,

in hardships,

in distresses, 5

in beatings,

in imprisonments,

in tumults,

in labors,

in sleeplessness,

in hunger, 6

in purity,

in knowledge,

in patience,

in kindness,

in the Holy Spirit,

in genuine love, 7

in the word of truth,

in the power of God;
by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, 8
by glory and dishonor,
by evil report and good report;

regarded

as deceivers and yet true; 9

as unknown yet well-known,

as dying yet behold, we live;

as punished yet not put to death, 10

as sorrowful yet always rejoicing,

as poor yet making many rich,

as having nothing yet possessing all things.



[image: image18.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
Do not be bound together with unbelievers;

for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness,

or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15
Or what harmony has Christ with Belial,
or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16

Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?
For we are the temple of the living God;

just as God said,
"l will dwell in them and walk among them; and
1 will be their God, and

they shall be my people. 17
Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,”

says the Lord.

“And do not touch what is unclean; and
1 will welcome you. 18 And
1 will be a father to you, and
you shall be sons and daughters to Me,"

says the Lord Almighty.
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