[image: image1.png]Genesis & Revelation: Some Contrasts

Genesis

Heavens & earth created (1:1)
Sun created (1:16)

The night established (1:5)
The seas created (1:10)
Serpent on earth (3:1ff)

The curse given (3:14-17)
Death enters history (3:19)
Driven from the tree (3:24)
Sorrow & pain begin (3:17)

Revelation

New heavens & earth (21:1)
No need of the sun (21:23)
No night there (21:25; 22:5)
No more seas (21:1)

Serpent in lake of fire (20:10)
No more curse (22:3)

No more death (21:4)
Restored to the tree (22:14)
No more sorrow or pain (21:4)



[image: image2.png]Summary of the divided Kingdom

Israel Judah
Kingdom Northern Southern
Dates of existence 931-722 BC 931-586 BC
Duration in Years 209 345

Tribes

The 10 others

Judah & Benjamin

Capital Bethel / Shechem Jerusalem

No. of kings 19 20

Dynasties 9 dynasties 1 dynasty: David
Violent deaths About half 4

Character of kings None godly 8 godly / 12 ungodly
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[image: image5.png]Instead of a one-Sunday sweep
through all the Old Testament cultures...

* Instead of trying » For Bible history:

to sweep quickly * http://www.bible-
through all of the history.com/

O'ﬂ Testament « Alfred Edersheim:
cultures in one http://www.biblestud

Sunday, we’ll :
P ools.com/history/e
start by taking a é’tersheim-old- ”

look at resources testament/ or

for finding out about I
history & culture. C;((’()Fr)].(/)/tlnyurl.com/zm



[image: image6.png]Bible Timeline Resources

Rose Publishing’s ‘Bible & History Timelines’
book, & these links:

http://timeline.biblehistory.com/home or
http:/ftinyurl.com/oohfkdr

http://biblehub.com/timeline/ (column)
http:/ftinyurl.com/89ar7mb (1 page OT & NT)



[image: image7.png]Bible Atlases

« Good Bible Atlases include:
» The IVP Atlas of Bible History

» The Bible Atlas (197 pages free maps):
http://www.ultimatebiblereferencelibrary.com/
001_The_Bible_Atlas.pdf (free) or
http:/ftinyurl.com/jrazdcw

» Oxford Bible Atlas:
http://www.sent2all.com/Oxford%20Bible%20
Atlas.pdf or http://tinyurl.com/ z87hzn8

» Bible Atlas & Companion



[image: image8.png]Oldies but goodies

» Great People of » Views of the Biblical
the Bible & How World, Michael Avi-
Thgy Lived, ‘74 Yonah ‘61 Vols 1-4




[image: image9.png]Also for historical &
cultural background

« Zondervan lllustrated Bible
Backgrounds Commentary Set:
Old Testament, in five volumes

< Also available with Olive Tree software,
with four volume New Testament set.

» And available with Logos Bible
software.



[image: image10.png]Other book sources

» Peoples of the Old  + Canaanites,

Testament World, Jonathan Tubb
Hoerth, Mattingly « Everyday Life In
& Yamauchi Babylonia And

* The IVP Bible Assyria, by
Background H.W.F. Saggs
Commentary: + The Babylonian
Old Testament, World, G. Leick

\é"?:";f”’ '}"a“hews . Persia & the Bible,
avalas Edwin Yamauchi



[image: image11.png]HHBC Bible Backgrounds

» HHBC ‘Bible * The audio is
Backgrounds / available online,
Church History along with the
2012 handouts for

« About the first 26 each lesson,
lessons are on as well as some
Bible history & supplemental

Bible cultures. resources.



[image: image12.png]A Great Resource: The Bible

¢ Learn how to use « Often, cultural

the Bible to gather patterns are
information about revealed in the
language, history Bible regarding
& culture! a particular time
« From beginning to & place, & also
end the Bible is a revealing the
great source of duration for a
information to parthUlar cultural

study the Bible. pattern.



[image: image13.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

3000 BC 2000 BC

Abralham

0100 AD

Jews exiled

Moses to Babylon
40:40:40 | in 586 BC

Creation

David New
Testament

Saul > David > Solomon
Each reigned about 40 yrs
then the kingdom divided



[image: image14.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC 0100 AD

* Adam was created
on the sixth day of
creation, along with his
wife, Eve (Genesis 2).

» After that came the
Fall of Adam (Genesis
3), & all mankind with
him (Romans 5:12).
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[image: image17.png]And they’re off!

* Genesis 4:2,
“...Abel was a
keeper of flocks,
but Cain was a

_ » Genesis 4:3,
tiller of the ground. “So it came aboutin

the course of time
that Cain brought
an offering to the

LORD of the fruit

of the ground.”



[image: image18.png]Wanderer to city builder

« Genesis 4:12, « Genesis 4:17,
“When you cultivate “Cain had relations
the ground, it will with his wife and
no longer yield its she conceived, and
strength to you; you gave birth to Enoch;
will be a vagrant and he built a city,
and a wanderer and called the name
on the earth.” of the city Enoch,

after the name
of his son.”



[image: image19.png]The more the “marrier’?

« Genesis 4:19, « Genesis 4:20-21,
“Lamech took “Adah gave birth to
to himself two Jabal; he was the
wives:...” father of those who

dwell in tents and
have livestock. 21 His
brother's name was
was Jubal; he was the
father of all those who
playthelyre and pipe.”



[image: image20.png]« Genesis 4:23,
Metallurgy “Lamech said to
& character his wives, Adah and
Zillah, ‘Listen to my
« Genesis 4:22, “As voice, you wives of
for Zillah, she also Lamech, give heed
gave birth to Tubal-  to my speech, for |

cain, the forger of have killed a man for
all implements of wounding me; and a
bronze and iron.” boy for striking me.”

Escalating revenge is a cultural tradition
that has been continued in parts of the
world, even into the present.



[image: image21.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC 0100 AD

* The world-changing
event which was the
Flood of Noah’s time,
took place just
after the death
of Methuselah
(Genesis 6-9).



[image: image22.png]Metallurgy as indicative
of technological development

» Generally speaking, + General evidence
the “bronze age” of the development
is thought to have of metal or other
begun about 3300 technologies in the
BC, & the “iron age” pre-flood culture

about 1200 BC. would hav_e been
« Prior to that would lost to us in the
have been the flood, unless

“stone age”. taken on the ark.



[image: image23.png]Two worldviews of

cultural development o
Civilized

Evolutionary view of cultural development
Civilized
Civilized

Biblical view of cultural development
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[image: image25.png]Lifetimes of the Patriarchs in Genesis
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[image: image26.png]Imagine the world right after the Flood

« There is a different world climate, different
range of foods allowed, different geography,
varying adjustments to post-Flood conditions
& establishments of new ecological systems.



[image: image27.png]Imagine the world right after the Flood

* What human culture + Any other elements

was carried with of culture had to
Noah’s extended have developed
family - the eight on apart from whatever
the ark — was the culture was preserved
extent of pre-Flood on the ark, & there
culture carried into was a possibility of
the post-Flood post-Flood cultural

world. decline as well.



[image: image28.png]Confusion of languages

« One hesitation
to the otherwise
uninhibited spread
of human culture
was the Tower of
Babel — prior to
which there was
but one language
on the earth.

For more info on the Tower of Babel:
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/babeltowerof. html



[image: image29.png]An important insight

* Oncethetower of * It is only as we

Babel dispersion come to Genesis
began, there was 12, at the time of
immense cultural Abraham, that the
diversity, including post-Flood cultural
the development of background begins
varied civilizations, to take focus & to
as well as the generally parallel
degradation secular accounts

of cultures. of history.
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[image: image31.png]Some typical cultural
patterns from the tablets

* One common » Another pattern
pattern from the was the taking
tablets which fits the  of a slave girl for
pattern in Genesis bearing children
was having multiple if the wife was
wives (such as in unable to bear
Genesis 30:26). herself (as in

Genesis 16:1-4).



[image: image32.png]Other insights from the tablets

< |t was common « The word for “trained
for a man who did servants” in Genesis
not have an heir to 14:14 fell out of use
have his slave born in the tablets after
in his house as an the time of Abraham,
heir (Genesis & occurs only there

15:2,3). in the Old Testament.



[image: image33.png]More on the tablets

¢ From the time after + Abraham married

the fall of Adam his half sister,

into the period of Sarai (Sarah:

the patriarchs, Genesis 20:11-13).
incest appearsto  « | ot, through incest
have been much with his daughters,
more common, as had sons Moab &

revealed in Scripture  Ammon (Genesis
&in the clay tablets:  19:30-38).



[image: image34.png]Making a covenant

* In the time of the « Genesis 9:9-17

patriarchs, human (God swears by
covenants had three Himself, “| Myself
common elements: will make this

1) an oath, 2) a covenant”)
swearing by a deity, .« Genesis 21:22-34
& 3) a physical . Genesis 24:1-9

gesture or sign.

» This is seen multiple
times in Genesis:

« Genesis 26:26-33
« Genesis 31:43-54



[image: image35.png]Egyptian culture & the Bible

» The Bible describes * We read of Egypt
multiple contacts with  again as Joseph &

the Egyptian culture, Mary escape from

including: Herod by going there
» Abraham with the infant Jesus.
» Jacob to the Exodus . Acts, Hebrews, Jude
* Kings of both the & Revelation mention
united & divided Egypt as well.

kingdoms



[image: image36.png]Lots of changes, but...

* Thoughthere were
lots of changes in
Egypt over the
centuries of their
contact with the
people inthe Bible,
there are some
common facts &
principles which
will be usefulto us:

Egypt had a system
of power that placed
the Pharaoh as a
ruler & a deity.

Their religion had
about 700 gods, &
one’s eternity was
determined by how
one interacted with
those gods.



[image: image37.png]Here’s the bottom line

» Egyptians viewed » The slaves, who
eternity as spentin were typically great
whatever earthly in number, were put
accommodations to work substantially
were provided on public projects,
for the dead. including facilities

* So Pharaoh was for the “immortal”
provided with the pharaoh & all of his
very bestin “eternal supposed assistants

accommodations”. in the afterlife.



[image: image38.png]Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples

Egypt | Assyria | Babylon| Persia | Greece | Rome
Capture | Relocate | Relocate | Support Infuse Allow
as portions | leaders, | present Greek present
needed of then culture, | culture & | culture,
for captured whole but language but
slaves, people |nationsto| require every- require
defense | randomly | Babylon | payment | where payment

The Jews were held as captive
slaves in Egypt for 430 years




[image: image39.png]Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples

Egypt | Assyria | Babylon| Persia | Greece | Rome
Capture | Relocate | Relocate | Support Infuse Allow
as portions | leaders, | present Greek present
needed of then culture, | culture & | culture,
for captured whole but language but
slaves, nations to| require every- require
defense | randomly | Babylon | payment | where payment

& The Assyrians exiled many
Jews from Israel to other
areas & also relocated
Gentiles to Samaria.
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Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples

Assyria

Persia | Greece | Rome

Capture
as
needed
for
slaves,
defense

Relocate
portions
of
captured
people
randomly

Support Infuse Allow
present Greek present
culture, | culture & | culture,
but language but
require every- require
payment | where payment

Judah was carried
off to Babylon.



[image: image41.png]Assyria & Babylon were most similar

» Of the six major » The similarities
empires impacting of culture included
the Jews most language & writing,
substantially, religion (pantheon
the Assyrian & & astrology), cruelty

Babylonian Empires  to their enemies, &
were the most similar.  relocating captives.

This is not to say that the Assyrian &
Babylonian cultures were identical, but that
they had these things generally in common.



[image: image42.png]Some contrasts:

Babylonian Empire

Persian Empire

Worshipped lions

Worshipped fire

Punished with fire

Daniel chapter 3

Punished with lions
Daniel chapter 6

Ruler could
change decisions
Daniel chapter 3

Ruler could not
change decisions
Daniel chapter 6




[image: image43.png]Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples

Persia

Greece

Rome

Egypt | Assyria | Babylon
Capture | Relocate | Relocate
as portions | leaders,
needed of then
for captured whole
slaves, people | nations to
defense | randomly | Babylon

Jews returned to

Support
present
culture,
but
require
payment

Infuse
Greek
culture &
language

every-
where

Allow
present
culture,

but
require
payment




[image: image44.png]Persian Kings during the end
of the Old Testament period:

» Cyrus (5638*-529 BC) *Conquered Babylon
& allowed the Jews to return (Ezra 1:1)

» Cambyses (529-522 BC) Stopped work on
the Temple

+ Darius | (521-485 BC) Authorized the
completion of the Temple

+ Xerxes (485-465 BC) Esther was his Queen
(Hebrew version of his name: Ahasuerus)

» Artaxerxes | (465-425 BC) Authorized
Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem & its wall
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